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HISTORICAL DISPLAY—Hammond Historical Society is arranging display of 
pictures of Hammond and surrounding communities, taken when area was 
newly-settled, in conjunction with antique show and sale at St. Michael hall. 
:, Anton. Tapper, society president, shows one picture to Mrs. Charles. Rothe, 
chairman of show sponsored by Nu Chapter of Sigma Beta Sorority, Inc. 


MINUTES OF THE HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
Tuesday, November 3, 1964. 


The meeting of the Hammond Historical Society, Inc. was called 
to order at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, November 3, 1964 at the Harrison 


. Park Branch Library by the president, Anton Tapper. A roll call 


sheet was passed indicating 23 members were present. 


Minutes of the annual meeting in May were read and accepted. 
Warren Reeder, treasurer, reported a balance on hand of $383. Mr. 
Tapper reported on the success of the Society's participation again 
this year in the Antique Show and thanked the committee which set up 
the display, manned it and dismantled it. As a result of the display, 
an interview of Mr. Reeder and story of the Society will appear in 
the Chicago Tribune sometime soon. 


Tentative programs for the coming year were mentioned and sug- 
gestions sought for a church in which to hold our next annual meeting. 
The Presbyterian church has declined. 


Mr. Tapper introduced the speaker for the evening, Mr. John 
Scherer, a cousin of Society member Mrs. Mary Peters, and a Hammond 
resident since he was two years old in 1884. He told of interesting 
incidents from his early life that he remembered. His grandfather 
operated a grocery store near Sibley and Hohman near Mr. Tapper's 
grandmother's store at that corner. He remembered Mr. Tapper's birth 
in the Monon Hotel on Sibley which stood where the present Jefferson 
Hotel stands. He recalled the Calumet River es a clear and navigable 
river: in which they fished near Sohl Avenue and where cargos of apples 
and other products docked. The waste from the packing house soon 
deteriorated the river. He recalled the days of no sewers but open 
ditches along the streets that overflowed into the streets and under 
the elevated sidewalks. Hohman Avenue's first pavement was crushed 
stone as far south as Douglas Street and sand beyond that to @illner's 
Tavern that stood where Dieterich's now isat Kenwood and Hohman. He 
recalled that Plummer and State Streets west of Hohman were busy 
residential streets for packing house workers and west of Morton Court 
were tenament houses. He recalledthat the Towle family started the 
First National Bank and the Towle Opera House where some of the best 
actors of the day appeared on the stage. 


According to Mr. Scherer, Harrison Park was started in 1902 on 
the hilly cow pasture area thatwas leveled off by horse teams when 
the city took it over. His explaination for the bend in Hohman Avenue 
was that the road was cut through where there were the least trees to 
be. cut down. He remembered the Hohman Inn on the north bank of the 
river and on the east side of Hohman. He remembered the north side 
of the river from Hohman to Calumet as the home of a carriege and 
nail factory which burned out and was never rebuilt. On the south 
bank of the river was a stage coach road which connected with an old 
Indian trail at Dilner's at the present Kenwood and Hohman. 


MINUTES - November 3, 1964. 


Mr. Walter Bell questioned the who, why and when of a 12-foot 
high square marker at the lake shore and the state line where the 
State Line Generating Company is now located. One can get to it by 
going down a private road along the railroad from Hammond beach. Mr. 
Purkeysaid it was a state line boundry marker placed there by the 
government. The question of placing some historical markers within 
the corporate limits of Hammondwas again raised and a committee of 
Warren Reeder, John Wilhelm, Ed Hayward and Anton Tapper appointed 
to investigate the cost, feasability and historical value of placing 
a marker near the Lyndora Hotel marking the riot held there to which 
the malitia was called. 


The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
tppreeDngted hl 
- 


Secretary 
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ATTENDANCE - November 3, 1964 


NAME 


Mrs. Harry Wilson 
Mr. Harry Wilson 
Delbert S. Purkey 
John A. Scherer 
Rise M. Scherer 
Warren Reeder 

Mrs. Athol Marcus 
Mrs. Margaret M. Moore 
Charlotte Kasten 
Ann Stevesand 
Walter Bell 
Rudolph F. lodd 
Mrs. Roscoe E. Woods 
Caroline Hohman 
Florence Cleveland 
Harriett Pinkerton 
Bertha Kleihege 
Margaret Rauer 
Katherine Williams 
Georgia Barnett 
Anton Tapper 
Edward Hayward 
Marjorie Sohl 


ADDRESS 


8229 Park View Avenue, Munster 
8229 Park View Avenue, Munster 
7114 Lyman Avenue, Hammond 
5946 Hokman Avenue, Hammond 
5946 Hohman Avenue, Hammond 
245 - 169th Street, Hammond 
103 Highland Street, Calumet City, Ill. 
257 Doty Street, Hammond 

317 Sunnyside Avenue, Munster 
918 Summer Blv¥d., Hammond 

237 Highland Street, Hammond 
1626 - 33rd Street, Munster 
7531 Maplewood Avenue, Hammond 
54 Ruth Street, Hammond 

640 - 165th Street, Hammond 
5954 Park Place, Hammond 

5933 Park Place, Apt. 1, Hammond 
6246 Monroe Avene, Hammond 
1111 Lyons Street, Hammond 
2434 Martha Street, Hammond 
6902 Monroe Avenue, Hammond 
6708 Madison Avenue, Hammond 
5615 Sohl Avenue, Hemmond 


MINUTES OF THE HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
Tuesday, March 30, 1965 


The meeting of the Hammond Historical Society, Inc. was called 
to order at 7:45 p.m. on Tuesday, March 30, 1965 at the Harrison 
Park Branch Library by the treasurer, Warren Reeder, in the absence 
of the president. A roll call sheet was passed indicating thirteen 
members were present. 


The minutes of the meeting on November 3,1964, were read and 
rina Warren Reeder, treasurer, reported a balance on hand of 
01.69. 


Mr. Reeder reported having received some photographs from Miss 
Martha Luthman of 41 Condit Street that must be some of the first 
photographs taken of the slaughter house in Hammond in 1886. They 
were taken by a photographer, T.S. Johnson, from Thornton. He also 
showed a coin he had received thet was a token to be exchanged for a 
short beer at George Miller's Saloon. He announced that he and Mr. 
Wilhelm were selling at each of their offices for the benefit of the 
Hammond Historical Society, front license plates for cars calling 
attention to Indiana's 150th year of statehood next year. The plates 
sell for $1.00 with 25¢ profit on each. They are being promoted in 
an effort to attract tourists to Indiana. 


Mr. Piekarezyk suggested to Mr. Reeder that the society consider 
going by bus on June 27th to visit the Chicago Historical Society for 
its spring tour. 


Mr. Reeder announced that on Friday, April 2, the film strip and 
accompaning record on the history of Hammond would be released at 
$4.95 for the record alone, and about $100 for the film strip and 
record combined. It is a 20 minute presentation that ties the present 
and the past together. It is entitled "This is Hammond." 


Mr. Reeder introduced the speaker for the meeting, Mr. Walter 
Pickart, an insurance agent and broker from Gary and a founder of the 
Gary Historical Society who spoke on how the Gary Society had acquired 
and operateé its own museum building. 


Mr. Pickart reminisced about things he remembered about early 
Hammond for he moved to Hammond in 1904 and from Hammond to Gary in 
1917. He recalled swimming at Hammond beach, the area where Amaizo 
is as a meadow, that Lake George was a fair sized lake, picnics at 
Gruener's Grove, watching Johnny Clabby fight, going to Riverside and 
Lafayette Schools, and in 1908 the building of the car line to Gary, 
where he later moved in 1917. He recalled that many early leaders in 
Gary came from Hammond. 


When he was asked to be the Lake County representative for the 
Indiana Historical Society, Mr. Pickart started to try to stimulate 
interest in it in Gary and Hammond. In 1953 and 1954 Gary was planning 


for the celebration of its golden jubilee in 1956. It had had a histor- 


ical society, but it had become inactive. With the stimulus of the 

golden jubilee plans and the enthusiastic leadership of Mr. Pickart, 

many people connected with Gary's early history were still living and 

ela to the opportunity to preserve what they knew of Gary's early 
story. 


nad 
MINUTES - March 30, 1965. 


The first building put up by the Gary Land Company was originally 
at 3rd and Broadway. It had been serving Gary as a post office and 
Board of Education office and city hall. As it was vacated, it became 
available and the Gary Historical Society seized the opportunity to 
purchase it for $1000, move it for $1300 to park property, and pre- 
serve it as a museum for Gary. Raising the money was not difficult 
because people were aware of the historical significance of it with the 
golden jubilee plans progressing. They sold memberships for $1.00 
apiece and found many people willing to contribute $1.00 tosuch a 
worthy cause as well as to contribute pictures and artifacts of the 
area. Interviews with many of the early important people of Gary 
still living were taped and preserved as well as articles written by 
them. The building amd most of the material in it is due tn large 
measure to the stimulus of the golden jubilee and the interest and 
support of so many still-living, early settlers of Gary who welcomed 
recognition, as well as the enthusiastic co-operation of the Gary 
Post Tribune. It has not had a paid director but has been kept open 
by‘ interested retired men who wanted a place to putter. It is open 
Sunday afternoons manned bya board member and will be open for con- 
ducted tours by appointment. 


The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 


Pittergeri ged 
Secr tary 


HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


ATTENDANCE - March 30, 1965 


NAME 


Georgia Barnett 
Florence Cleveland 
Florence Allman 
Ann Stevesand 
Charlotte Kasten 
Jean Wilson 

Walter Pickart 
John F. Wilhelm 
Ethel Wilhelm 
Corene Porter 
Edward BH. Hayward 
Warren A. Reeder, Jr. 
Marjorie Sohl 


ADDRESS 


2434 Martha Street, Hammond 
640 =- 165th Street, Hammond 
239 - 169th Street, Hammond 
918 Summer Blvd. Hammond 

317 Sunnyside Avenue, Munster 
8229 Park View Avenue, Munster 
1630 W. 5th Avenue, Gary 

6346 Hohman Avenue, Hammond 
6346 Hohman Avenue, Hammond 
845 Hoffman Street, Hammond 
6718 Medison Avenue, Hammond 
245 - 169th Street, Hammond 
5615 Sohl Avenue, Hammond 


Collection Includes 


_ Weapons That Killed 
Four U.S. Presidents 


_ HAMMOND — Warren Reeder 
admits he’s afraid of guns and 
rifles but has assembled a col- 
lection of weapons used to assas- 
sinate four American presidents. 

‘Reeder’s unique display of the 
weapons have been viewed by 
thousands in the Hoosier State 
Bank of Indiana and include weap- 
ons used since 1865 when Abraham 
Lincoln was killed by John Wilkes 

cs Booth, - 


: JOHN F. WILHELM, president 

of the bank, arranged for the dis- 

play which shows the replica of 

weapons used to kill Lincoln, Wil- 

_ liam McKinley, James A. Garfield 
and John F. Kennedy. 

Reeder, who lives at 30 Glen- 

dale Park, Hammond, is a bank 

- director and has given consider- 

able study to American history an 

- eollection of American documents. 

_ “J have fired guns,” Reeder 

.said, “but I have no particular 

yen for them. My father was 

always afraid of weapons and 

_ I have the same antipathy. We 

( have any guns around our 

5 ue ae toys and my son’s 


Sssassil ed Pr 
ease and Me- 


These are just three of many 


det us show you all of them . 


great ways to enjoy “The. ‘Simplicity Life™” 


heck our “Good Deeler Deal”’ with low down peyment, easy terms. 


Kinley. Newman suggested that 
these might make fine display 
items. The three pistols consisted 
of the Webly (Bulldog) .44 cali- 
bre revolver that assassinated 
Garfield, the Derringer .44 calibre 
pistol used to kill Lincoln and 
the Iver Johnson revolver .32 cali- 
bre used to kill McKinley. 


AT FIRST, Reeder demurred. 
But his interest suddenly grew. 
Before he left the Chicago store 
the three guns were in his pos- 
session. He had acquired a num- 
ber of exhibits at the store, par- 
ticularly material of the Civil 

War days, his chief interest. 

“Then I went all out,’ said 
Reeder. “I added a Sharp’s rifle 
and a Sharp’s carbine. Next thing 
I knew, I had a Spencer’s re- 
peating carbine, the carbine said 
to have helped win the Civil War 
for the North.” 

A do-it-yourself kit helped him 
to hang the three larger guns. 
Significantly, it had space for 
four. Reeder figured he might 
pick up another gun in the fu- 
ture. The three pistols were placed 
in a drawer, unused. 

a forgot about them”, he said, 
“and didn’t even unwrap them.” 

In November, 1963, came that 

: fateful day when | John F. Ken- 


to go ‘past the Tate. presi lent’s 
bier. 


SIMPLICITY 
LANDLORD® 

No Money Down 
Brawny 9 hp civilizes 
acres of lawn with ease. 
Great snow fighter with 
fast rotary thrower. All- 
year, 20-job versatility. 


NEW SIMPLICITY 
SUPER WONDER-BOY® 


No Money Down 


6 hp power and 
operating features make: 
other riders seem like 
toys! New all-gear 
transmission, no-scalp 
mowing, Floating 
Traction tires. 


SIMPLICITY 
BROADMOOR® 
No Money Down 


Ideal for middle-sized 
places — 6 hp for 
mowing, grading, snow 
clearing. Features 
light-footed Floating 
Traction tires. 


7105 Kennedy Ave., Hammond 
OPEN MON. and THURS. TO 9 P.M. 


DAILY to 5:30 P.M. 


HISTORIC WEAPON — Hammond realtor and historian Warren A. Reeder 
Jr. shows replica of rifle that killed President Kennedy to John F. Wilhelm, 
president of Hoosier ‘State Bank of Indiana. 


~The next “month, at a meeting 


of the Civil War Round Table 


sassination ‘guns with an ‘Italian- 
Carcano 6.5 calibre military rifle, 
the same one that killed Presi- 
dent Kennedy. Dr. Donald L. Bur- 
hans of Peoria, one of the mem- 
bers, suggested that he could 
purchase one, as he knew of 
several in Peoria. Soon, one ar- 
rived in the mail. 


Clearance Sale 


MIRRORS 
@ Beveled Edge 
© With 
Brackets 


SEAT COVERS 
Get Our Prices 


LANSING AUTO 
GLASS & TRIM 


2209 165th St. 
HAMMOND 
TH 4-9512 


For That Cleaning Job 

© Rug and Upholstery 
Shampecers 

e Manual and Electric 
Adding Machines 

® Typewriters 


: po 
of Chicayo, why couldn't si eee 


a similar sight in the same man- 
ner?” 

A trip to Chicago and a check 
with Klein’s established that there 
were a few of these sights left. 
The gun was left there and the 
sight placed on it. Thus, there 
is a close tie-in with the Kennedy 
assassination gun, as Reeder was 
careful to save the receipt from 
Klein’s. This receipt, dated Feb. 
26, 1964, just 94 days after Presi- 
dent Kennedy was killed, is a 
part of the exhibit and shows 
the cost of mounting the gunsight, 
which totaled $14.88. 

What next? 

“T have letters from John Wilkes 
Booth, the assassin of Lincoln,” 
he says, ‘‘and a very good letter 
from Charles Guiteau, the assassin 
of Garfield.” 


LETTERS OF Leon Csolgosz, 
the assassin of McKinley, are very 
scarce and he has none. 

“IT was slow on the Oswald 
signature,’ he admits, “I have 
since written to his landlady, but 
she has disappeared and my let- 
ters were returned. Something 
may yet turn up.” 

Reeder has given considerable 
study to American history and 
the collection of American docu- 


Dyer program. 


On The Cover 


Emphasis on physical education is a vital part of 
the curriculum at Dyer: Central High School and Bill 
Nigh goes through the motions of one of the drills. 

Turn to Pages 8 and 9 of today’s issue of Every 
Week for the story and SUSCOE pictures about the. 


War Commission. He has just 
aided in the completion of a slide- 
film depicting the history of Ham- 


mond that will shortly come on — 


the market. 


The unique gun display has ate e: 


tracted much attention among the 


bank’s visitors since it has been 


on exhibit due to the interesting 
features involved in the makeup 
of the display itself. 


Reeder provided the weapons 


and the historical background be- 
hind them, and the bank provided 
actual engraved pictures of the 
assassinated Presidents which 
were recently released by the 
United States Treasury Depart- 
ment. 


Reeder has an almost complete 


set of signers of the Declaration 
of Independence and also of 
the signers of the Constitution. 
All presidents are represented in 
his collection and also all vice 
presidents. 

“J was lucky,’ he says, “for 
he was vice president and he 
sent me a very warm letter.’ 

The prize in his collection? The 
only known letter ever written 
and signed by the famed outlaw, 
Jessie James. The subject—‘he 


wanted to buy some real estate 


—and retire.” Reeder says of the 


letter, ‘No wonder I am so proud — 


of it.” 
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F Tuseday, April 20, 1965 
‘Lincoln Expert — 
To Be Keynoter 


HAMMOND — Ralph Newman,| 
a Lincoln scholar and owner of| 
‘the Abraham Lincoln bookstore 
in Chicago, will keynote the fifth 
annual dinner-meeting of the Ham- 
mond Historical Society April 27. 

Newman will speak on “Abra- 
ham Lincoln’s Funeral.” 

The banquet will be at 6:30 
p.m. at First Methodist Church. 


THE HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY * 7 
; April 13, 1965 
Dear Members & Fricnds: 

Ralph Newman is coming to tom! 

Mr, Newman, whose name is synonymous with the Abraham Lincoln theme in this 
land of ours, is a close companion erd.adviscr to 2 other "ereats" in the Lincoln- 
Civil Wer ficld - Bruce Catton and Crrl Sandburg. 


His subject: "J.BRU 


Just 100 years ago, on April 14th, our netion ves astounded to find we had 
an assassin in our midst. His demise camc quickly, as did that of the othur three 
whe were to imitate him. Out of his action cemc the background for Mr, Newman's 
spcocch, 


Thore followed whet could aptly be termed "the vorld's longest funeral pro- 
cussion", It passod through ' mid= Hammond and possibly some of our natives sew 
it. oO ‘ 


We are proudly combarrasgstd,to admit thet the first 4 tickots were purchesed 
at our Merch 30th meeting by Volter Fickart, our speaker from Gary. Walter is a 
long-time friend and admiror of i. Newman. "I vouldn't miss him," he said, "and 
there are others coming from Gery, too", 


Not only Gery - but Chestertott also. Vorris Coombs onxieusly called for a 
block of tickets for the Duncland Historical Socivty and gave it a good plug in 
his lest Newsletter, He also Imots tho fascination of Mr. Nowman's presentations. 


“Nc hope ve have whotted your epputite for the meeting! This is our 5th An- 
nual Mcoting and the Ath time in a row wo hove huld it in Hammond churches. 


h,. 1965 at-6:30 PT. 


ZHE PLACE: First luthodist Church, 6635 Hohman Avenuc, Hammond, Indiena 


THE PRICE: $2.50 per plate. 


Tickets arc for sale et the Hoosier Stete Bank, 479 State Strect (Miss Daugh- 
orty); Hammond Public Libre (ain) 5011 Hohmen Lvonuc (Herjoric Sohl) or at 
the real ustete office of Warren Recdcor, 260-165th St. 


Far casicr would be to usu the attechcd coupon. Please do not delay, The 
good ladics of the Circle holding the banquet have asked for advence notice so 
that they can prepare wiscly. We have a guarantec and we also have a top limit. 
Judge yourself accordingly. 


Call WE 2-0400 if there arc any qucstions. 


The Hammond Historical Socicty 
c/o 260-165th St., Hammond, Indiana 


Miss Merjoric Sohl, Sceretary, Harmwond Historical Socicty 
c/o Hamnond Public Library, 5011 Hohmen Avenuc, 
Hammond, Indicna 


I cneclose © __ for tickets at 92.50 cach for the 5th Annual Uceting 


of the Socicty on April 27th at 6:30 pem., First licthodist Church, 6635 Hohman 
fvenuc, Hammond, NAME 
ADDRESS peveeniae aanaS pet le 


PHONE NUMBER 


P.S, A bricf history of the First licthodist Church will also be presented by a 
qualified member of the church, The Nominating Committce will present its report 
and the clection will also take placc, 


he) 


MINUTES OF THE SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 1965 


The sixth annual meeting of the Hammond Historical Society, 
Inc. was held as a dinner meeting at the First Methodist Church, 
6635 Hohman Avenue, Hammond, on Tuesday, April 27, 1965. Dinner 
Was served at 6:30 p.m. by the ladies of the church. Approximately 
125 attended. 


Mr. Warren Reeder presided at the meeting in the absence of 
the president. He introduced some of the guests who were present: 
Mrs. T.W. Haney, president of the Lake County Historical Society 
of Crown Point; Mr. Norris Coambs, president of the Duneland His- 
torical Society; Mr. Warren Canwright, president of the LaPorte 
County Historical Society; Mr. Walter Pickart of the Gary Histor- 
ical Society; and a group of high school students and their teacher- 
sponsors from Hammond High, Hammond Tech, Morton and Gavit. 


Rev. Dale C. Hoak, Minister of Christian Hducation at the 
First Methodist Church gave a history of the First Methodist Church 
which he had gleaned from its records. He referred to Mrs. Harry 
Brown's excellant history of the church and the area compiled some 
20 years ago. The first Sunday School was organized in the Hammond 
schoolhouse in 1872 and the first church was chartered with 25 
members in 1882. The first frame church was completed in 1883 on 
the northeast corner of Hohman and Russell. The brick church was 
erected in 1907 with 1707 members. In 1950 the church was relocated 
at its present Hohman Avenue address and the educational building 
completed in 1954. With 1985 members, plans go forward for the 
adding of the new half-million dollar church ediface to seat 720 
people. 


At the brief business meeting, the minutes of the last annual 
meeting, May 26, 1964 were read and accepted. The treasurer re- 
ported a balance of $384.47 and filed the attached treasurer's 
report. Mr. Wilhelm announced the Hammond Historical Society is 
selling the front license plates advertising the Indiana Sesqui- 
centennial. They sell for $1.00 and the Society receives 25% for 
each one sold. He then presented the following slate of officers 
for the coming year: 


President: Mrs. Mary R. Peters 
lst Vice President: Mrs. Harry Wilson 
2nd Vice President: Henry Schmueser 
3rd Vice President: Henry 0. Reissig 
4th Vice President: 
5th Vice President: 
Secretary: Miss Marjorie Sohl 
Treasurer: Warren Reeder 
Directors, Expiring May, 1969: 
Hdwéard C. Minas III 
Harry Wilson 
Mrs. P.Q. Row 
Walter Bell 
Georgia Barnett 


George Nelson moved that the slate be accepted and that the officers 


Lr 


Minutes - April 27, 1965 - Page 2 


be elected by acclamation. The motion was seconded and carried. 
Mr. Walter Pickart invited any persons present to attend their 
meeting of the Gary Historical Society on May 2 at 5 p.m. at the 
Gary Hotel. The speaker will be the head of the Evansville Arts 
and Science Museum. Tickets are $2.50. 


Mr. Reeder introduced the speaker of the evéning, Mr. Ralph 
Newman, the well-known Lincoln scholar, who presented a detailed 
account of the three-week-long Lincoln funeral, the 100th anni- 
versary of which is being commemorated now. Lincoln was shot in 
Washington on April 14 and he was not buried in Springfield, Ill. 
until May 4. During this period, thefuneral train made a slow 
winding trip back to Illinois touching most of the large cities 
on the way. The funeral train was viewed by at least seven mil- 
lion Americans, elmost half of the northern population at that 
time. Mr. Newman wove the details of this sad, bazaar journey 
into a free verse poem delivered in a deep, rich voice, with 
feeling and emotion. He answered a number of questions from the 
audience before the meeting adjourned at 9 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted, 


anes Sohl, Secretary 


THE ed 
HAMMOND 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


April 27, 1965 
HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Treasurer's Report: 6/2/64 to 4/27/65 


Balance on hand: 6/2/65 $318.52 
INCOME: Dues $160.00 
Tour Bus Fares 39.00 199-200 
Sub-Total $517 052 
EXPENSES: Printing $ 23.22 
Postage 33-00 
Flowers 7065 
Spring Bus Tour 59285 
Office Supplies 8.33 
Corporate Report 1.00 . 
$133.05 
Balance on hands 4/27/65 $381.47 


Warren A. Reeder, Treasurer 


HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Proposed Slate - 1965-1966 Officers and Directors 


OFFICERS: 

President: Mrs. Mary R. Peters, 

lst Vice President: Mrs. Harry Wilson 
2nd Vice President: Henry Schmueser 
3rd Vice President: Henry O. Reissig 
4th Vice President: 

SH Vice Fresident: 


Secretary: Miss Marjorie Sohl 


Treasurer: Warren A. Reeder 


DIREC TORS: 
Edward C. Minas III 
Harry Wilson 

Mrs. P. Q. Row 
Walter Bell 


Georgia Barnett 


£/9] 


HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


ATTENDANCE - APRIL 27, 1965 


NAME 


T. W. Haney 

Henrietta Haney 

Mrs. Vincent Bower 
Dale C. Hoak 

Warren Reeder 

Ralph G. Newman 

John F. Wilhelm 
Edward B. Hayward 
Norris D. Coambs 
Chester Clark 

Delbert F. Purkey 

Mrs. Constance E. Purkey 
William J. Vanderlaan 
Mary Lu Vanderlaan 
Emily Johnson 

Caroline Daugherty 
Walter Bell 

Alice M. Bollin 

Myrle Day 

Oza Cunningham 

Leonard Anderson 
Marren R. Canright 
Bernard Charlet 

John D. Healin 

John W. Mybeck 
Georgia Barnett 
Florence E. Cleveland 
Margaret P. Turner 
Mariam P. Carter 
Virginia P. Morgan 
Rosemary W. Colby 
Ruth Bieker 

Carolyne Hohman 
William A. Rosenbaum 
Mr. & Mrs. RB. L. Smith 
Joseph P. Mayer 

Irene Mayer 

William Q. Guinie 

Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Whithey 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Pickart 


Robbi and Mrs. Carl I. Miller 


Cheryl Walker 
Marion Isaacs 
Katherine Williams 
Mary J. Ruch 

Gene McDonald 

Mrs. John Rincon 
Laura Rincon 
Bertha Kleihege 
J.C. Miller 

Mrs. J.C. Miller 


ADDRESS 


RR #1, Box 51, Crown Point, 

RR #1, Box 51, Crown Point 

517 - 165th Street, Hammond 

220 Vine Street, Hammond 

245 - 169th Street, Hammond 

18 E. Chestnut Street, Chicago 
6346 Hohman Avenue, Hammond 

6708 Madison Avenue, Hammond 

411 Bowser Avenue, Chesterton 
319 Molton Ridge, Crown Point 
7114 Lyman Avenue, Hammond 

7114 Lyman Avenue, Hammond 

920 Merrillville Road, Crowm Point 
920 Merrillville Road, Crown Point 
17 Wildwood Road, Hammond 

7022 Jackson Avenue, Hammond 

239 Highland Street, Hammond 
7317 Magoun Avenue, Hammond 

6616 Harrison Avenue, Hammond 

17 Wildwood Road, Hammond 
Mounted Route, Box 367, Chesterton 
419 South Morgan Avenue, Chesterton 
1539 Calumet Avenue, Whiting 
3939 Torrence Avenue, Hammond 
1716 Davis Avenue, Whiting 

2434 Martha Street, Hammond 

640 - 165th Street, Hammond 

30 Waltham Street, Hammond 

30 Waltham Street, Hammond 

6230 Moraine Avenue, Hammond 

37 Kenwood Street, Hammond 

6316 Forest Avenue, Hammond 

54 Ruth Stbeet, Hammond 

918 Carroll Street, Hammond 

8023 Southmoor Avenue, Highland 
7516 Hohmen Avenue, Hammond 

7516 Hohman Avenue, Hammoné 

762 Dearborn Road, RR 8, Valpo 
7207 Belmont Avenue, Hammond 
1630 W. 5th Avenue, Gary 

7613 Harold Street, Gary 

828 Becker Street, Hammond 

R 4, Valparaiso 

1111 Lyons Street, Hammond 

516 Waltham Street, Hammond 

1302 Monroe Street, LaPorte, 
8844 - 5th Street, Highland 

8844 - 5th Street, Highland 

5933 Park Place, Apt. 1, Hammond 


6717 Magoun Avenue, Hammond 
Bors Hazcam Avenue, Hammond 


HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


ATTENDANCE - APRIL 27, 1965 


NAME 


H. Le Callantine 

Mrs. He. L. Callantine 
George Allisu 

Dr. Le P. Ramsdell 
Mrs. Osburn 

H. W. Osburn 

Mrs. Le P. Ramsdell 
Mrs. John F. Wilhelm 
Mr. Robert A. Fleming 
Mrs. Robert A. Fleming 
Carl H. Mickel 

Mrs. Carl H. Mickel 
Robert A. Wilhelm 
Mrs. George Allesse 
Mrs. M.P. Ludwig 
Edith Burhans 

Lida Owen 

Mrs. Ann Lauer 

Rev. & Mrs. Paul Schaeffer 
Charlotte Kasten 

Mrs. Ann Stevesand 
Mrs. Grace Parker 
Marjorie Sohl 

George Nelson 
Marilyn Yeonans 

Mark Agnini 

David Ellison 

Bob McAnally 

Lewis Witham 

Irene Krizman 

Fern Garrett 

Diane Clinton 
Stephen Grandfield 
Fay Daugherty 


ADDRESS 


644 ~ 165th Street, Hammond 

644 - 165th Street, Hammond 

1605 Monroe Street, LaPorte : 
905 Michigan Avenue, LaPorte 

6330 Harrison Avenue, Hammond 

6330 Harrison Avenue, Hammond 

909 Michigan Avenue, LaPorte 

6346 Hohman Avenue, Hammond 

6707 Magoun Avenue, Hammond 

6707 Magoun Avenue, Hammond 

234 Briar Lane, Munster 

234 Briar Lane, Munster 

5933 Park Place, Hammond 

1605 Monroe Avenue, LaPorte 

30 Mason Street, Hammond 

5937 Park Place, Hammond 

440 Highland,Street, Hammond 

5945 Hyslop Place, Apt. 308, Hammond 
319 Merrill Street, Calumet City, Ill. 
231 Adelaide Street, Munster 

918 Summer Street, Hammond 

7523 Olcott Avenue, Hammond 

5615 Sohl Avenue, Hammond 


HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
6th ANNUAL MEETING 
May 16, 1965, 5:30 PeM. 
Ok 


ist United Presbyterian Church 
Hammond = Indiana 


WELCOME eccceese Mrse Mary Peters, President 
INVOCATIONeseee The Rev. Harold Turpin, Pastor 
DINNER» eecesoee Smorgasbord 

BUSINESS MEETING AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS 


Minutes of April 27, 1965 
Miss Marjorie Sohl, Secretary 


Treasurer's Annual Report’ 
Mre Warren A. Reeder, Jr. Treasurer 


Repsrt of the Nominating Committee | 
Mrs» Dolly Knotts Bower, Chairman ; 


PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL REPORT . Mrs. Mary Peters, President 
SPECIAL AWARDS AND INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS ~ Mr. Reeder 
ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ Mr. John Fe. Wilhelm 


HISTORY OF THE 1st UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Rev. Harold Turpin, Pastor 


SPEAKER —- "THE ADE FOUNDATIONY © 
Mre John Funk, Kentland, Indiana 
Advertising Manager, E.Jd. Funk & Sons 
Seed Company, Kentand, Indiana 


ADJOURNMENT 


CARB \ 


OFFICERS 1965 ~ 1966 


President Mrs, Mary Peters 


ist Vice-President Mrs. Harry Wilson 


2nd Vice-President Henry 0. Schmueser 


3rd Vice-President Henry J. Reissig 


Secretary Miss Marjorie Soh], 


Treasurer Warren A. Reeder, Jr. 


DIRECTORS 


Miss Georgka Barnett 
Walter A. Bell 

Mrs. Fred Carter 
Henry C. Fehlberg 
Mrse Marie M. Hanlon 
Mrs. Bertha Kleihege 
E. Clarence Minas 
Edward C. Minas III 
Mrs. Lida M. Owen 
Miss Mildred Peehl 


Mrs, Ann B, Perry 
Joseph Piekarczyk 
Delbert R. Purkey 
Blmer Rose 

Mrs. P.Q. Row 

Mrs. Rose K. Scherer 
Miss Frances Taylor 
Mrs. Ruth B, Whitman 
Harry H. Wilson 

Mrs. Roseoe E. Woods 


wee 
"WHEN WE WERE YOUNG WE DID NOT ASK 


QUESTIONS AND WHEN WE WERE OLD 


THERE WAS NO ONE TO ANSWER THEM 


Redevelopment 


LA a} 


Reporter 


June 1965 


"DEMOLITION ON TURNER 
PARK PROJECT SITE TO 
BEGIN SOON" 


Officials of the 
Hammond Redevelopment 
Commission have 
announced that a 
tentative start of the 
Turner Park Redevelop- 
ment Area would begin 
in about 60 days. 
Executive Director 
Kenneth E. Burroughs 
said that the 64 homes 
purchased and vacated 
in the lst target area 
would be leveled and 
Mr. Burroughs hopes 
that both sides of 
Michigan from Calumet “ 
to Sohl can be 
completed. The first 
structur to be torn 
down is the Old River- 
side School. The 
tenants of these homes 
will have been re- 
located and a number of 
these homes which are 
te be demolished are 
in the neighborhood 

of 60 years old and in 
fact some may be 75 


Towle Opera House 


years old. The Turner 
Park Redevelopment Area 
consists of about 86 
acres of land...with 

5 acres to be used for 
commercial buildings, 
41 acres for private 
residential develop- 
ment, 15 acres for 
public housing and 
approximately 13 acres 
for a park-school 
comples. There are 
576 structures which 
must be torn down to 
make room for this new 
program and the 
Hammond Redevelopment 


Page 
Commission estimated 
that by 1967 the 
entire Turner Park 
Development Area 
should be cleared and 
all its residents 
relocated into other 
living quarters and 
the land re-sold. 
There will be 200 
public housing units 
built on the site and 
120 of them will be 
for elderly persons 
62 years or older. 
The remaining 80 
units will be set up 
for low income 
families. The first 


Federal funds were 
received in April 
1962 and it will be 
an estimated ten 
million dollar total 
gross cost before it 
is completed. 


Library 


2 


Roosevelt Hotel 


Mr. Burroughs said 
that the time | 
schedule for this 
project is an 
ambitious one in 

that all of the 
activities, that is, 
the purchase of the 
properties, the 
relocation of the 
families and the 
business's, the 
demolition of all the 
structures acquired, 
the clearing of the 
site, the installa- 
tion of the site 
improvement and the 
reselling of the land 
are scheduled to be 
completed by April, 
1967. This leaves us. 
not quite two years 
to accomplish all of 


these activities. 


"HARTMAN URGES 
ACTION" 


Hammond City Council- 
man, Pat Hartman is 
urging immediate 
action in regard to 
urban renewal in 
downtown Hammond. 

He expresses great 
concern over the 
future of the down- 
town business section 
pointing out the loss 
of business will 
cause considerable 
vacancies of 
commercial buildings 
with a probable loss 
of assessed valuation 
which will reflect 
itself in a higher 
tax rate for each 
Hammond citizen. 


Fire Station No. 1 


Riverside School 


Mayor 
Edward C. Dowling 


Executive Director 
Kenneth E. Burroughs 


Commissioners 
Leo Singer, President 
Stanley Lewandowski 
Paul Duncanson 
Cordell C. Pinkerton 
John Hmurovic 


Trustees 
Alex Miklusak, President 
Kenneth Orze 
Chester Kolbus 
Joseph Dado 
Paul Puglise 


Page 


"COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
CALLS FOR MEETING" 


Hammond City Council 
President George 
Carlson is asking for 

a meeting of 
redevelopment officials 
a representative of 
City Planners, a 
traffic expert and other 
interested parties to 
discuss the possibility 
of a final solution to 
the railroad problem 

in Hammond. Carlson 


is the chairman of 
the Railroad 
Committee and would 
like to see something 
worked out to solve 
the problem. 


ij Latics 


"LANDMARKS TO FALL" 


Buildings pictured in 
this issue are the 
Marcus Towle Opera House 
built in 1898, The 
Roosevelt Hotel built in 
1890, Hammond Public 
Library which is 70 years 
old, the Riverside 

School which is 60 years 
old and the Hammond Fire f 
Station No. 1 which is 

70 years old. 
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 


HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
August 24, 1965 


The Board of Directors of the Hammond Historical Society, 
Inc., met at the Harrison Park Branch Library, 436 Conkey Street, 
on Tuesday, August 24, 1965 at 7:30 p.m. First Vice President, 
Mrs. Harry Wilson presided in the absence of the president, Mrs. 
Mary Peters. A roll call sheet indicated 15 members present. 


Mr. Warren Reeder presented a report on the planning meeting 
held with Mrs. Peters on May 28, 1965. 

1. A questionnaire on the best meeting night was considered. 

2. If the new Harrison Park Branch on Conkey is not avail- 
able for meetings, other possibilities in the area 
suggested were IBM Hall, Presbyterian Church, and 
Episcopal Church. 

3. Plans were announced for the annual bus tour to be 
held Sunday, September 19, to the Chicago Historical 
Society Museum. It was also suggested to plan for a 
more elaborate tour for 1966 (in conjunction with 
Indiana's Sesquicentennial celebratgyon) in October to 
visit covered bridges in Rockville area. 

4, Suggested subjects or persons for future programs 
included: 

a. John Van de Lester and the LaVender Cigar Co. 

be. Wilson Frenck and early airplane flights in Hammond. 

c. Dave Lovgren, Ella Mae Mowery, and Henry Herbst and 
the Old Lion Store 

d. Marie Landon and the early schools. 

e. St. Margaret's hospital. 

5. It was suggested to have one announced subject to 
reminisce about at each meeting. 

6. The following suggested meeting dates were presented: 

a. Wednesday, October EK 1965 

b. Thursday, November 18, 1965 

ec. Friday, January 14, 1966 

d. Tuesday, March 22, 1966 

e. Monday, May 16, 1966 

f. Annual meeting to be in with the Indiana Sesqui- 
centennial with a possible speaker from that. 

7. Appeals will continue to be made for written recol- 
lections of events, old pictures and newspapers and 
autobiographies. 

8. We will not participate in the antique show this year 
because of a full fall program. 

9. Three committees of about four people each should be 
named to work on 

a. Origin of street names in Hammond 
b. Catalog our picture collection 
ce. Keep a yearbook for 19661 


*he plans presented were discussed and accepted. The first 
meeting on October 13 was announced to be on Hammond's early schools 
by Dolly Bower, Nina Cravens, Alice Hess Marcus and Harry Wilson. A 
place will be secured because the branch library is open that evening. 


Minutes - August 24, 1965 - Page 2 


Mr. Walter Piekarezyk presented a summary of a paper he has 
been working on describing the Standard Steel Car Co. strike in 


1919. He i 


erving on a committee to erect a memorial in Maywood 


Park at Columbia and MA}MMAX Highland to honor the men killed in 
this strike skirmish. 


Mr. Wilhelm presented some ideas of what the society might do 
in connection with the Indiana Sesquicentennial: 


1. 


Point up local history by means of parades, dramat- 
izations, I.U. Opera, tours of local industries, series 
of short skits characterizing Hammond pioneers and 
inventions. 

Promote tourist to visit our area and see our historical 
spots. 

Tours of the local railroads 

J.C. sponsored beautyrontest. 

Seek a home for the Hammond Historical Society to house 
Hammond's history and industrial type exhibits. 

Join the Indiana Historical Society now for $7.50 and 
receive all the Sesquicentennial publications. 


Mr. Hayward read a letter he had received asking for suggestions 
from our society of historical spots in our area which we felt should 
be marked for tourist attractions. Mr. Hayward was asked to answer 
it from the suggestions mades 


1. 


6. 


Packing House 

Hohman Hotel 

Names of Railroads and date they came through Hammond. 
First railroad stop in Hessville 

Mark the Old Tolliston Trail at 165th and Hohman or 
Calumet. 

Three ridges of recession of Lake Michigan. 


The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted, 


a Sohl, Secretary 


Warren Reeder 
Mrs. Harry Wilson 
Clarence Minas 
Del Purkey 

Ruth Whitman 
Walter Piekarczyk 
Lida Owen 

Mrs. Vincent Bower 
Edward Hayward 
Harry Wilson 
Walter Bell 

Mrs. Fred Carter 
John Wilhelm 
Georgia Barnett 
Magjorie Sohl 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
ATTENDANCE - August 24, 1965 


LA 5) 


HISTORY PRESERVED—F. M. Kennedy, manager of Sears, Roebuck and Co. 
in Hammond, gives historical data and books to Hammond librarian Edward 
B. Hayward and John F. Wilhelm, member of both the library board and the 
Hammond Historical Society. Presentation included early records and cata- 
Jogues of the Sears store in Hammond, one of the first in the chain mail-order 
stores. The books will be housed in the historical collection at the new Main 
Library, a two-story building to be built on State Street downtown. 


EAMUIOND HISTORICAL SOCTETY ANNUAL TOUR #5 CX) 

A special invitation has come to us this year from the Chicago 
Historical Society, Clark at North Ave., Chicago, Illinois. We 
are to go up and tour their Society Headquarters on Sunday after- 
noon, September 19th, 1965, We will leave Hammond at 1:30 p.m. 

We are 104 years yoummger than the Chicago Society, which was 
founded on April 24, 1€55. One of their purposes was to establish 
a library and a "cabinet of antiquities". 

How well they have succeeded in the latter ain is to be seen 
in some of the rare items you will vier. The bed in which Abra- 
ham Lincoln died,....the table on which the Emancipation Procla- 
mation was signed.....the carriages that afforded transportation 
to the early elite of Chicogo....the black velvet suit Washington 
wore at his 2nd inaugural.....Chicago's lst fire engine (1835). 
And -- for the ladies: authentic dresses of early days, some of 
which look suspiciously like today's garb. You name it: if they 
don't have it, they'll build it - even an early dental office can 
be seen! 


Now ~ the more mundene details. Ve must have reservations and 


we are limited to 52, the capacity of the bus. The charge is $1.25 
per person, which includes everything. We will leave from the 
corner of Hohman and Valtham, in front of the Board of Education 
Building at 1:30 p.m. We expect to return sometime between 5:30 
and 6:00 p.m. (The starting and stopping point is 5935 Hohman Ave.) 


Please use the coupon - and act now! Our time is limited, 


(cut out and mail) 
Miss Marjorie Sohl, Secretary, Hammond Historical Society 
c/o Hammond Public Library 
5011 Hohman Ave., Hammond, Indiana 
I enclose § for reservations for the Historical 


Society Tour on September 19th, I'm marking my calendar now. See 
you at 1:30 p.m, on that date at 5935 Hohman Ave. 


NAME = 
ADDRESS 


PHONE NUMBER. seipcaaaeaseaeet 
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HISTORY 


dramatized 


CHICAGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
North Avenue and Clark Street 


Entrance to Lincoln Park 


] 
en 


gtk 
MEMBERSHIP The Society is supported almost entirely 
by income from its endowment, by contributions, and by 
memberships, Membership is open to anyone interested in 
the Society's activities and objectives. Classes of membership 
and dues are as follows: Annual, $10 a year; Life, $100 (one 
payment); Governing Life, $500 (one payment); Govern- 
ing Annual, $100 (one payment) and $25 a year; and 
Honorary Life, $1000 (one payment). 

Members receive the Society's quarterly, Chicago History, 
invitations to all special functions held by the Society, and 
periodic notice of new exhibitions. Members and their im- 
mediate families are admitted free to the building at all 


times. 
ADDRESS: North Ave. and Clark St., Chicago 60614 
TELEPHONE: Mlchigan 2-4600 


Facts About the 
CHICAGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Location North Clark Street at North Avenue in Lincoln 
Park. Easily reached by Michigan Avenue, 
North Avenue, State and Clark Street buses. 
Parking space for automobiles. 

Free Days Every weekday except Memorial Day, Inde- 
pendence Day, and Labor Day. On these 
days and on Sundays, Adults 25c. Children, 
students, and teachers always admitted free. 

Tours Telephone MIchigan 2-4600 for information 
about guided tours. 


MUSEUM HOURS 
Monday-Saturday: ncissccccciscecs:cntteecinatienscesann Some 9:30-4:30 
SVE IS Se cccaaeiectceretsanonadscmnat hate cea 12:30-5:30 


Monday-Friday. 
Saturday 


a acese! 9:00-5:00 
soe 9:00-4:30 
Library closed Sundays and principal holidays 


ATTENDANCE 
HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY TOUR 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1965 


Miss Charlotte Kasten 
Mrs. Ann Lauer 

Mrs. Ann Stevesand 

Mrs. John Parker 

Mrs. Dean Mitchell 

Miss Edith Burhans 

Mr. Joseph Piekarczyk 
Mrs. Mary Peters 

Mrs. Rose Engleton 

Mrs. Clara Louise Myers 
Miss Florence Allman 
Mrs. Fred Carter & friend 
Mr. Warren Reeder & son 
Miss Marjorie Sohl 

Miss Karen Kicho 

Miss Leslie Chandler 
Mrs. Cecilia Millstead 
Mr. & Mrs. John Wilhelm 


fas 


MINUTES OF THE HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 


Wednesday, October 6, 1965 


The meeting of the Hammond Historical Society, Inc. was called 
to order at 7:45 p.m. on Wednesday, October 6, 1965 in the ninth floor 
meeting room of the Calumet National Bank Building, Fayette and Hohman, 
by the president, Mrs. Mary Peters. A roll call sheet was passed 
indicating 28 members were present. Minutes of the Aug. 24th Board 
of Directors meeting were read and accepted. Warren Reeder, treasurer, 
reported a balance on hand of $538.44 and announced that dues will be 
accepted anytime. 


Mrs. Vincent Bower introduced the program for the evening on a 
history of the Hammond Public Schools. She presented an outline of 
the important dates of the early school history from the first school 
started in 1863 with nine children up to about 1920 when she recalled 
from her experiences the activities of the schools at that time as 
compared with them now. 


Mrs. Nina Cravens then took up the story when she came here to 
teach as a new graduate from Oshkosh Teachers College in 1923. Ham- 
mond then had only 7 grades and met for 7 months of the year. She 
remembered especially the nature study classes for teachers and the 
trips they took to the Dunes, Thomnton, and local weed patches. 


Mr. Harry Wilson, retired principal of Hammond Technical Vocation- 
al High School, continued the story by recalling some of his experiences 
from his 32 years of association with the Hammond School system em- 
phasizing especially the story of Hammond Tech. Mr. Fred Barrows 
started vacational classes in the central building as early as 1919- 
1920. Mr. Caldwell was impressed with the system developed in Tech 
of pupils being taught from lesson sheets and progressing at their own 
speed. The purpose was to meet the needs of the youth of the 20's and 
to give some indtstrial training. The war defense classes and the 
cooperative industrial training of today is an extension of this plan 
started then. The old Central school building serving as the Tech 
building and moved from Fayette and Hohman around the corner on to 
Russell Street became far too small and Tech expanded into four annexes 
in the area. Finally on 1950 the first unit of the new Tech building 
was opened on Sohl Avenue and the second was completed in 1960 with 
enrollment growing to over 2000. In order to get accredited with a 
first class commission, the philosophy of the school founded and de- 
signed for those in industry had to be changed and in 1958 the indiv- 
idualized study program changed. 


A special guest of the evening was Miss Marie Landon, a teacher 
at Tech for many years. She added comments on some of the difficulties 
under which they worked and p&id tribute to the part Tech played in 
the youth of the depression. 


Mr. John Wilhelm gave a year by year account of the history of 
Hemmond High School from 1916 to 1925. Several of the speakers com- 
mented on the elimination of the 8th grade as a war measure and finally 
‘it returned to the system in 1930. He recalled outstanding events and 
graduates of each year. Portable schools first were introduced in 1917 
and they still are with us. These yeazs marked the beginning of student 
government, the school paper, and the school orchestra. 
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MINUTES - October 6, 1965 


Mrs. Alice Marcus Hess was called:upon for some scattered memories 
she had of girls basketball teams and teachers. Miss Hdith Burhans 
paid tribute to an early teachey Miss Bassett, who ver devotedly worked 
with students: who needed extra help. Hddie Nelson recalled the teacher 
he most remembered at Hammond High, Miss Buck, the Latin feacher for 
many years. He indicated the growth of the schools from the original 
nine students to the present 23,000 with a projected enrollment in 
1970 up to 30,000. 


Katherine Williams added that no story of Hammond High would be 
complete without mention of Hazel Carlson Lindstrom who has worked in 
the office for 40 years---since 1925---and has missed only 4 day of 
work when she broke an arm. 


Mr. Reeder pointedcout the fact that we meet tonight on hallowed 
ground, above the very site of the old central school building andwe 
are grateful to the bank for allowing us to use their private meeting 
room for this special occasion. 


Mr. Delbert Purkey made available to all the members a copy of 
the Hammond Police Department 1965 yearbook with pictures from the 
police force from 1884 to 1965. 


The next meeting was announced for Nov. 18. The meeting adjourned 
at 9:30 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted, 


>, 7 ‘ ? 7 
/[ttr4, both 
Marjorie Sohl, Secretary 
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HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


ATTENDANCE - OCTOBER 6, 1965 


NAME 


H. He Wilson 

John F. Wilhelm 
Edward B. Hayward 
Ethel Wilhelm 
Delbert F. Purkey 
Connie Purkey 

WeA. Reeder, Jr. 
Edith L. Burhans 
Hope #. McKinney 
Mrs. Roscoe &. Woods 
Kurt C. Marx 

Elsie I. Marx 

Alys Marcus 

Lida M. Owen 

Nina S. Cravens 
Vera Eastwood 
Katherine Williams 
E.R. Nelson 

Marie Landon 

Ruth Whitman 

Mrs. HH. Wilson 
Florence Allman 
Florence E. Cleveland 
Caroline Hohman 
Marian Lewis 
Marjorie Sol 

Mrs. Mary Peters 
Mrs. Vincent Bower 


ADDRESS 


8229 Parkview Avenue, Munster 
6346 Hohman Avenue, Hammond 
6708 Madison Avenue, Hammond 
6346 Hohman Avenue, Hammond 
7114 Lyman Avenue, Hammond 
7114 Lyman Avenue, Hammond 

30 Glendale Park, Hammond 

5937 Park Place, Hammond 

7531 Maplewood Avenue, Hammond 
7531 Maplewood Avenue, Hammond 
4725 Henry Avenue, Hammond 
4725 Henry Avenue, Hammond 

103 Highland Street, Calumet City, Ill. 


423 Florence Street, Hammond 
35 Ruth Street, Hammond 

1111 Lyons Street, Hammond 

524 - 173rd Street, Hammond 

35 Ruth Street, Hammond 

6964 Olcott Avenue, Hammond 
8229 Park View Avenue, Munster 
239 - 169th Street, Hammond 
640 ~ 165th Street, Hammond 

54 Ruth Street, Hammond 
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St. Margaret 


History Is Topie 


HAMMOND—The history of St. 
Margaret Hospital will be dis- 
cussed at 7:30 p.m. Thursday 
when the Hammond Historical 
Society meets in the Conkey 
Street Branch of the Hammond) 
Public Library at 436 Conkey 
Street. 

Mrs. Mary ‘Peters, president, 
said Crayton Mann, assistant ad- 
Ministrator at the hospital; Sister 
Delphina, administrator, and Mrs. | 
Marian Clark, Jong. time staff 
member, will comprise the panel. 
for discussion. 


HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Thursday, Nov. 18, 1965 


ATTENDANCE 


Joseph Piekarezyk 

Jean Wilson 

Mr. & Mrs. Crayton Mann 
Sister Delphine 

Sister Huberta 

Mrs. M. Clark’ 

Dr. H. S. Jones 

Mery R. Peters 

Rose Engleton 

Henriette Tokarse 

Mr. & Mrs. John Wilhelm 
Walter Bell 

Mrs. Dolly Bower 

Edith Trautman 

Lida Owen 

Mr. & Mrs. K. CC. Marx 
Ed. Hayward 

Warren Reeder 
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_ History of Hammond... 


By JIM BRAHOS 
Times Staff Writer 


HAMMOND — Every time the 
history of Hammond is written, 


_ the names of eight pioneers in- 


variably will be mentioned inthe 


opening chapter. 


Streets of the city bear their 
names and provide a fitting trib- 
ute to the early settlers who had 
faith in Hammond as far back as 
1851. 


The names of Hohman, Rim- 
bach, Sohl, Towle, Conkey, Gost- 
lin and Muenich will be associated 
with Hammond’s history forever. 


Some accumulated huge for- 
tunes. Others, like Gottlieb Mu- 
enich, gave up property in down- 
town Chicago to settle in Ham- 
mond. 


The principal character in the 
story about a city that grew from 
an undeveloped wilderness is 
George. H. Hammond. The city 
was named after him in 1873. He 
founded the G. H. Hammond 
Packing Co. along the Grand Cal- 
umet River just east of the state 
line of Indiana and Illinois. 


To Marcus M. Towle, however, 
goes the credit of really giving 
Hammond its big start in industry 
and prosperity. A street on the’ 
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HE AND HIS brothers, C. N. 
Towle, E. E. Towle, A. G. Towle 
and P. B. Towle, contributed to 
fhe building of the pioneer com- 
munity. 

Tt originally was called State 
Line but at the suggestion of 
M. M. Towle, postal authorities 
changed the name of the post of- 
fice in 1873 to Hammond. 


Towle platted the original town 
in 1875 but it was not incorporat- 
ed as a city until 1884 with Towle 
as the first mayor. 


Towle envisioned tremendous 
growth in Hammond from the 
start. In 1877 he purchased five 
acres of land from Mrs. Caroline 
Hohman, then a widow. The 
ground covers the principal busi- 
ness district of Hammond today. 


Fritz Mueller and Henry Huehn 
purchased the first lots in the 
new addition and built the first 
business houses. Towle himself 
boomed the desirability of the 
addition with Centennial Hall, a 
frame community center struc- 
ture at Hohman Avenue and 
Plummer Street, now called Wil- 
jow Court. = 


Fritz Mueller and Henry Huehn 
purchased the first lots in the 
new addition and built the first 
business houses. Towle himself 
boomed the desirability of the ad- 


dition with Centennial Hall, a 
frame community center struc- 
ture at Hohman Avenue and 
Plummer Street, now called Wil- 
low Court. 


WILLIAM H. Gostlin made 
thousands of dollars operating a 
vinegar factory at Crystal Lake, 
Til, but sold his interests to come 
to Hammond. He became a part- 
ner in the M. M. Towle Distilling 
and Syrup Co., which was Ham- 


mond’s second industry. One of 
Hammond's principal streets on 
the north side is named after 
Gostlin. 


Hammond became the home of 
the first meat packing plant in 
the world only because an ice 
company operating in what is 
now Calumet City protested vig- 
orously against erection of a 
slaughter house near its holdings. 


George H. Hammond, M. M. 


CONKEY was named for W. B. Conkey. 


ktrom 


_the operations to Chicago. 
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Towle, George W. Plummer and 
Calb Ives, who lived in Detroit, 


were looking for a site in this © 


region during the early spring of 
1868. They wanted to build a 
packing plant for shipment of 
fresh meats in the newly patent- 
ed Davis Brothers Refrigerator 
Cars. 


They selected a tract along the 
Grand Calumet River, three miles 
west of the Illinois state line. Ad- 
jacent property owners set up a 
howl that was echoed even more 
loudly by the ice firm of J. P. 
Smith and Co. 


Because of these objections, the 
four men then decided against 
the Illinois location. They crossed 
the state line into Hammond, 
where they finally chose a plot 
of land on the north side of the 
river. 


THE PACKING company was 
founded a few months Jater. In 
the fall of 1868, the first com- 
mercial shipment of beef left the 
new industry in experimental re- 
frigerator cars, bound for Boston. 


In 1901, the city suffered a se- 
vere blow when the packing com- 
pany was destroyed by fire on 
Oct. 23. Hammond decided not 
to rebuild the plant and moved 


Fortunately, however, new in- 
dustries had moved into the city, 
one of which was the W. B. Conk- 
ey Co., among the largest print- 
ing and publishing plants in Amer- 
ica. Conkey Street is named after 
the founder and extends from 
Hohman Avenue on the west to 
Columbia Avenue on the east. 


Hammond welcomed the Conkey 
plant in 1898. It operated under 
the Conkey name until its pur- 
chase in 1949 by Rand McNally 
and Company. 


CONKEY moved the plant after 
21 years in Chicago. The main 
factor in moving to Hammond 
was excellent transportation fa- 
cilities. He picked a site between 
the Erie and Monon Railroads 
and built a spur from both lines 
to the tract on which the plant is 
still located. 


Overnight services for hundreds 
of miles from Hammond brought 
large motor trucks daily to the 
Hammond plant. It grew from a 
small basement shop on Monroe 
Street in Chicago, with few em- 
ployes, to an eight acre tract in 
Hammond with 600 employes. 


Gottlieb Muenich was one of the 
first settlers of the Hessville sec- 
tion. He is the Hammond pioneer 
who left a three acre farm on 
what is now known as Siate and 


Hohman 
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Madison in downtown Chicago for 
what he thought were greater op- 
portunities in the Hessville sec- 


tion. of Hammond. Today, the 
three acre farm on the corner of 


. State and Madison in Chicago is 


worth untold millions. 


Nevertheless, his faith in Ham- 
mond was neyer shaken. In his 
memory, Muenich Court in down- 
town Hammond is the street from 
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Hohman Avenue on the east to 
Ann Street on the west. 


Jacob Rimbach was a cautious, 
frugal workman who deprived 
himself of what friends consid- 
eved the necessities of life. He 
was anxious to provide a future 
with security and led to the found- 
ation of the Rimbach fortune. 


RIMBACH Street from Hohman 


‘GOSTLIN and Towle are two Hammond streets named for pioneers. 


December 12, 1965 


snigti ot 


Avenue on the east to State Line 
Avenue on the west is named in 
his memory. 


Rimbach was involved in what 
is ranked as the greatest real es- 
tate transaction in the history of 
Hammond. He accumulated $1,500 
in cash in 1880 and bought the 
10 acres of land bounded by Hoh- 
man Avenue, Sibley Street, Rim- 
bach Street and State Line Ave- 


£364 


nue. A portion of this property 
is now occupied by Goldblatt 
Bros. 


Because of a threatened delin- 
quency in her tax payments, Mrs. 
Caroline Hohman was forcéd to 
make a deal with Rimbach, a 
humble and illiterate railroad sec- 
tion foreman.- 


When word was passed around 
of Mrs. Hohman’s plight, Rim- 
bach was ready to buy. She want- 
ed to dispose of holdings north of 
the Calumet River. Rimbach held 
out for the central downtown 
Hammond property and finally 
closed the deal. g 

The thoroughfare that extends 
from Sheffield Avenue on the 
north, running through downtown 
Hammond southward as far as 
the Munster town line, is Hohman 
Ayenue, named after Ernest and 
Caroline Hohman. ~ 


The Hohmans came into the 
rugged terrain that eventually be- 
came Hammond in 1850. They 
set up a log cabin on the site 
now covered by American Steel 
Foundries on the bank of the 
Grand Calumet River. 


The Hohmans purchased a plot 


of ground for $25 an acre and — 


moved there in the spring of 1851. 


They opened a tavern for the few 


travelers who passed that way. 

ti he fame of the Hob- 
n reda. Ven Wioug 
the area was dangerous swamps 
and shallow lakes, business pros- 
pered tremendously. 


More families moved inta the 


area later. In time, the Michigan 
Central Railroad ran a line 
through the settlement. 


Lonely for the company of other 
women, Mrs. Hohman induced 
her sister, Mrs. William Soh] and 
her husband to move into the 
community. The Sohls opened a 
general store nearby and helped 
the community prosper. 


SOHL AVENUE in Hammond 
now passes the site where the 
Hohman log cabin was built. A 
recent addition from Michigan 
Street has formed a new outlet 
for north and southbound traffic. 

Sohl Avenue extends past the 
site of the new Hammond Post 
Office, the Hammond Technical- 
Voeational High School, and the 
Civic Center, ending on the south 
at Highland Street. 

The early history of Hammond 
was a story of courage, faith and 
perserverance—a history of hard- 
ships endured, of dangers braved 
and of obstacles overcome. 

It is the second largest city in 
Lake County, growing from a pop- 


ulation of 12,376 in 1900 to well 


ever 118,000 today. 
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WEISS AND PHROMMER RIDE AGAIN 


At the November lst meeting we were privileged to hear the reminiscences of the 
twenties as pertaining to the activities of Hammond Realtors. 


John Phrommer gave his impressions of the early founding of the Board in '22-123, 


"1923 was the year Hessville became a part of Hamiond. It comprised all the land 
south of 165th St. from State Line east to Cline and what was known as Gibson, 
Hessville and Saxony." 


"Almost immediately the Board decided on a new project: the widening of the Grand 
Calumet River." 


"I was working for Sherman McEwen, Jr. and the idea struck me as great. At one time 
I had regarded the world's greatest swimming hole as that part of the river just east 
of Columbia Ave," 


"I also recollected -- as a lad from West Hammond(now Calumet City) how I had gone 
with my mother to purchase apples by the bushel basket that had been brought from 
Benton Harbor, Michigan, by boat and then through the inner waterway to the dock at 
Hohman Avenue." 


Mr. Phrommer later became chairman of the group that promoted the River widening and 
at 1 time 70 deeds were in escrow from the land-owners along the banks, from the 
IndianaHarbor Canal to the Illinois State Line. The Army approved the project but 
funds from congress were not forthcoming and W. W. II caused the project to die. 


"T recell vividly," Mr. Phrommer said, "two subdivisions that I helped sell under 
Mr. McEwen: West Park Manor, 1923-1925 and the Hammond Country Club, 1926-29, 


"I also recall the famous Frank Croissant, one of the high-pressure lot promoters 
who sold 150,000 lots in Calumet City (now with an estimated 25,000population). 


Mr. Weiss later also recalled Mr. Croissante "He used to stand at Sibley and 
Torrence and point to the Calumet National Bank building(then the lst Trust & Savings 
Bank) and tell the suckers he brought in by the busload: "See that skyscraper? That 
is the main office cf the Jones & Laughline Steel Company!" J. & L. Steel Company 
had bought land in Hammond for a mill never materialized and all the promoters cap- 
italized on it for miles around." 


Mr. Phrommer pointed out that the Hamfond of 1920 had a population of 20,000 or 
25,000. "But they promoted industry--worked hard to keep industry. Items in the 
paper of orders for 5000 freight cars at the Standard Steel Car Company meant that 
3000 people would soon be at work. Today industry is not sought as formerly in 
Hammond." 


Continued - Page 2. 


He also cited examples during his long tenure on the City Plan Commission, how that 
a é¢etermined minority has frightened the City Counci into refusing admission of 
industry into certain areas in spite of the fact that the Plan Commission has ap- 
proved the industry. Fxamples of such blunders were the Sinclair Lab -- refused 
by East Chicago, but which wes built at Harvey -- "a fine building and helping 
Harvey with a high-grade of employees." Also mentioned was the Kaiser Asphalt Co., 
rejected in Hammond but which moved a few hundred feet east -- into Gary. 


With pardonable pride Mr. Phrommer said that he was now developing one of the last 
streets in Hammond ~- in one of its first sbudivisions. This is Manufacturers 
Addition. Mr. Weiss mused over this later: "At one time a mail order fraud was 
stopped that involved Manufacturers Addition: some Enterprising promoter was 
selling 25-inch lots!" 


Mr. Weiss and Mr. Phrommer both said to the assembled Realtors: "Take part in 
civic affairs -- it pays off in the long run". 
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MINUTES OF THE HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
Friday, February 25, 1966 


The regular meeting of the Hammond Historical Society, Inc. was 
called to order at 7:40 p.m. on Friday, February 25 in the Harrison 
Park Branch Library at 436 Conkey, by the president, Mrs. Mary Peters. 
A roll call sheet which was passed indicated 24 members were present. 
Minutes of the Nov. 18, 1965 meeting were read and accepted. Warren 
Reeder, treasurer, reported a balance on hand of $540.10 and announced 
that he would accept dues at any time. 


Warren Reeder reported on the plans to date for the local cele- 
brations of the Indiana Sesquicentennial. Mr. Richard Harrigan of 
Hobart is the county chairman. The kickoff dinner is scheduled for 
April 19 with a hope of 1000 attendance. The County Commissioners 
have donated space for Sesquicentennial offices in the Cour] House at 
Hohman and Rimbach. Hammond's’ plans are under the chairmanship of 
Richard McLaughlin, former president of the Junior Chamber of Commerce. 
Plans being considered include a steam locomotive tour of the area 
railroads, an Indian encampment, a regular newspaper to report and in- 
form the public of the plans, a down-town parade, and an American Legion 
song fest. 


Mrs. Peters introduced the speaker for the evening, Mr. David 
Lovgren, to present his early impressions of Kaufman and Wolf's Lion 
Store. On Feb. 1, 1900, Mr. Lovgren was hired as a grocery clerk by 
Kaufman and Wolf and came to Hammond from Chicago. His first impression 
of Hammond was that it was a hick-town. He came to Hammond by street 
car for 5% to ride to the state line and another 5¢ to ride beyond. 

He stayed at the Majestic Hotel operated by Mr. & Mrs. Mee. For 
entertainment he attended the only show in town, DEWEY AT MANILA at 
the Hammond Opera House at State and Hohman. 


Mr. Lovgren reminded us of the different way in which the grocery 
business was conducted at that time, before the age of self-service 
super markets. The clerk waited on the customer for every item desired. 
This also preceded the packaging boom when most grocery items were 
shipped in and stocked in barrels. Hammond's growth was reflected in 
the growth of the grocery department of the Lion Store from 7clerks 
in 1900 to 30 in 1922 when it Wid a half million dollars worth of 
business. One and one-half tons of butter were sold in a week at 19¢ 
a pound. The grocery department grew go large it too had to be depart- 
mentalized. 


Mr. Lovgren described how bus service was provided to the outlying 
areas of Lansing, Dolton, Dyer, and others to bring the ladies in to 
town in the morning, feed them their lunch while they shopped ell day, 
and returned them to their homes in the afternoon with a truck follow- 
ing them to carry all their purchases. He concluded by expressing his 
Opinion that Kaufman and Wolf and Minas' stores had started Hammond off 
as a business community. 


Mrs. James Owen of Griffith, the former Anna Stolley of Rimbach 
Street in Hammond, who had worked as a clerk under Mr. Lovgren in the 


Lion Store, was at the meeting and she told many humorous stories of 
& 
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NAME 


Warren Reeder 


Mr & Mrs. Delbert Purkey 


Ann Marie Owen 

Mrs. GW. Cravens 

Mrs. Vincent Bower 
Rose Engleton 

Ann Lovgren 

Dave Lovgren 

Mr. & Mrs. H.F. Borman 
Joseph Piecarezyk, Sr. 
Charlotte Kasten 

Ann Lauer 

Ann Stevesand 

Grace Parker 

Mildred Welty 

Alys Marcus 

Julia Nelson= 
Florence Allman 
Edward B. Hayward 
Edward T. Dooling 
Marjorie Sohl 

Mrs. Mary Peters 


ATTENDANCE 


ADDRESS 


30 Glendale Park, Hammond 
7114 Lyman Avenue, Hammond 
1335 Elm Street, Griffith 
423 Florence Street, Hammond 
517 - 165th Street, Hammond 
8119 Meadowlane, Munster 
8601 Manor Avenue, Munster 
8601 Manor Avenue, Munster 


6638 Carolina Avenue, Hammond 
231 Adelaide Place, Munster 

5945 Hyslop Place, Hammond 

918 Summer Blvd, Hammond 

7523 Olcott Avenue, Hammond 

3818 Torrence Avenue, Hammond 
193 Highland Street, Calumet City, Ill. 
5946 Hohman Avenue, Hammond, Ind. 
239 - 169th Street, Hammond 

6708 Madison Avenue, Hammond 

48 Waltham Street, Hammond 

5615 Sohl Avenue, Hammond 


L4O 


MINUTES - February 25, 1966. 


her experiences of working in the Lion Store, expecially in the 
candy department and later in the show department, where she learned 
to speak the necessary Polish words to wait on the many Polish immi« 
grants who were living and working in Hammond at that time. Mrs. 
Gwen reflected on the courtesies which were extended to customers then 
really paid off in good will and imereased business as compared with 
the detatched attitudes and lack of the personal interest in the 
customer in business today. In answer to a question from the audience 
of the relationship of Kaufman and Wolf, she clearified that Mr. Woe 
Keufman ond Mrs. Wekf were brother and sister. 
Kaufman 

The next meeting was announced for Tuesday, March 22, and if 
arrangements for seating could be worked out, it will be held at the 
Sesquicentennial headquarters at the Court House. 


Respectfully submitted, 


* Marj e Sohl, Secretary 


MINUTES OF THE HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
Tuesday, March 22, 1966 


The regular meeting of the Hammond Historical Society, Inc. was 
called to order at 7:40 p.m. on Tuesday, March 22, 1966 in the Harrison 
Park Branch Library at 436 Conkey Street by the president, Mrs. Mary 
Peters. A roll call sheet which was passed indicated 26 members were 
present. Minutes of the February 25th mecting were read and corrected 
to indicate Mr. Wolf and Mrs. Kaufman were brother and sister. Warren 
Reeder, treasurer, reported a balance on hand of $538.10. 


The program for the evening was an early history of Rimbach Street 
and the telephone ,cgmpany, very ably presented by Mrs. P. Q. Row. Her 
father, Csear peak was born on a farm south of Crown Point, farmed 
in Kansas and after becoming a graduate pharmacist came to Hammond to 
open a drug store on Hohman, near State Street. Her mother was the 
daughter of a meat inspector at the G. H. Hammond plant and she was a 
pookkeeper in M. M. Towle's stone and then at the G. H. Hammond Packing 
Company. They met when Mr. pane sold her a toothbrush. They were 
married after a four year engagement and moved to Rimbach Street where 
they lived until 1917. It was this period of Rimbach Street history 
which she presented in a house by house visit up and down the street, 
recalling her childhood memories of the people and houses. 


Her family's first connection with the telephone company was when 
the city's first telephone switchboard was installed in her father's 
drug store about 1890. When the phone business. outgrew the drug store, 
it was moved to the second floor of another building in the Hohman blick. 


Her father continued in the pharmacy business until illness forced 
him to give it up for outdoor work. When the man who was manager of the 
telephone office left townwwith all the company's funds and records, 

Mr. Oren J. Holbrook asked her father to manage the phone office and 
thus began his association with the telephone company until he diéd. 
This was a period of telephone expansion and his territory grew as the 
business grey and right-of-ways had to be cleared and franchises worked 
out. 


Her parents built three houses on Rimbach Street. They lived in 
one and the Kaufman and Wolf families in the other two. Other families 
she recalled who also lived on the street during theseyyears included 
Mayor or Judge and Mrs. Becker, Rev. and Mrs. Smith, of the Episcopal 
Church, Mr. and Mrs. H. R. Bell who managed the Woodhall Ice Cream 
Company, Mr. and Mrs. Humpfer who were in the grocery business, Mr. 
Toomb, Mr. and Mrs. Becknell who ran a rival pharmacy on the opposite 
side of Hohman but whose wife was a good friend of her mother, Dr. 
Chidlaw later lived there as well as her uncle, Mr. H. E. Scherer, a. 
Murry Turner lived there and later Dr. Groman lived in the Turner home. 
In 1910 the Minas family built their home on the corner of Ann and 
Rimbach that until last year has housed the Kuhn clinic. Ather residents 
included Carl Bower who owned a»-patent, Myrtle Champaign Wright who 
wrote senerios and Dr. Gillis, who straightened her teeth. Nearby on 
Ann Street lived the Tapper family and the G. H. Paxton family. About 
each of these families mentioned, Mrs. Row recalled happy memories and 
associations with them which reflected life in the early 1900's in this 
Growing community. Her father served as a county commissioner, but 
she never thought of him as a politition; he served on the Hammond 
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MINUTES - March 22, 1966 


School Board and it had growing problems in those days too; and he 
served on the Board of Public Safety for 12 years. 


Also attending the meeting tonight were some long-time employees 
of the telephone company. Dewey Coats worked for the company 
for 474 years and a clerk form Mr. BY recalled these early days 
when all the local billing was done and tolls figured manually until 
1920 when this work was cantralized in the Chicago office. After this 
the service representatives began to sell telephone usage anf made 
telephones a business necessity as well as a socialiinstrument. 


Matt FOUne geeype early employee of the telephone company played 
tribute to Mr. whom he said treated him like an uncle, not a 
boss, and was always friendly and understanding. Mr. Young left the 
telephone company to go into the banking business but later regretted 
it. He stated that a survey showed that the telephone company and 
Standard Oil were found to be the two best companies to work for, 
laborwise. 


Mary Zeller McCarthy was another early employee of the telephone 


company who was at the meeting and commented that she had always enjoyed 
her work. 


The meeting adjorned at 9:15 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
7) s * ss 
Marjorie Sohl, Secretary 
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Mary R. Peters 
Margaret Kelshan 
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Ann Merie Owen 
Edward B. Hayward 
Katherine Williams 
Dollie K. Bower 
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Rose Engleton 
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Ann Stevesand 
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Matthew A. Young 
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Marjorie Sohl 


830 N. Elmer Street, Griffith 
8119 Meadowlane, Munster 

5942 Hyslop Phace, Hammond 
8003 Forest Avenue, Munster 
6712 Hohman Avenue, Hammond 
1335 Elm Street, Griffith 

6708 Madison Avenue, Hammond 
1111 Lyons Street, Hammond 

517 - 165th Street, Hammond 
8229 Parkview Avenue, Munster 
3818 Torrence Avenue, Hammond 
605 Ingraham Avenue, Calumet City, Ill. 
8119 Meadowlane, Munster 

33 Webb Street, Calumet City, Ill. 
6216 Jefferson Avenue, Hammond 
2434 Martha Street, Hammond 
6346 Hohman Avenue, Hammond 
6346 Hohman Avenue, Hammond 
918 Summer Blvd, Hammond 

231 Adelaide Place, Munster 
7022 Jackson Avenue, Hammond 
237 Highland Street, Hammond 
8657 Manor Avenue, Munster 

30 Glendale Park, Hammond 

5615 Sohl Avenue, Hammond 


THE HAMMOND HISTORICAL SCCIETY Le4Ad 
Dear Members and Fricnds:- 

Our 6th innual Meeting will be held at the Ist Presbyterian Church 
Hall, 6021 Hohnan Avenue on Monday evening, May 16th, 1966, at 6:30 p.n. 
Those of you who have attended our previcus 5 neetings know that we alveys 
have a splendid tine of fellowship and a program of good interest for you. 
This year will be ne excepticn. 

First, soneone will present the history of the host church, and then 
we shall have our speaker of the evening. 

Appropriately enough, we have selected a nenber of the Indiana 
Sesquicentennial Commission to speak during this 150th year of Indiana's 
birthday. He is Mr. John Funk of Kentland, Indiana. lr. Funk is a member 
of the Commission, a graduate of our om Indiane University, and advertising 
manager of the famous seed company, EJ. Funk & Sons. You no doubt have seen 
their nany signs as you went through Kentland. 

Mr. Funk performed a unique job dowm in thet area: He tock charge of 
the Ade Foundation, which was limping along rathcr listlessly, end pumped sone 
real life into ite Now they: have a iive-wire cokes and we believe that it 
will inspire us to do something yes Harmond in the sane peeerren He -- but, we 
won't steal his speech; let hin explain this very unusual job he has performed. 

We will, of course, have our annual clecticn. Mrsi Bower is the cheir- 
nan of the Nominating a and has her report oll ready, at last reports. 
fherc will be other reports and ideas you simply cannot miss. 

The dinner will be served snorgasbord style. 

That old bugaboo ~ reservations -- now cones to the frent. The cost 
is $2475 per plate, Can we depend on you to usc the attached coupon? Please 
do net delay, as we need sone advance guidelines on the focd natters 

Cell WE 2-0400 if there are any questicns. 

The Hammond Historical Socicty 


c/o 260-165th St., Hammond, Indiana 


liiss Marjorie Sohl, Sacnanai Hannond Bichomtandl Society 
c/o Hermend Public Library, 5011 Hohmen f.ve., Hammond, Indiana 


I enclose § for yoservetions et $2.75 each for the 6th Annual 


Meeting of the Society on May 16th at 6:30 p.n., lst Presbyterian Church, 6021 


Hohmon venue. 


NAME 


LDDRESS. 


PHONE NUMBER, 
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MINUTES OF THE SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
MONDAY, MAY 16, 1966 


The seventh annual meeting of the Hammond Historical Society, inc. 
was held as a dinner meeting at the First United Presbyterian Church, 
6022 Hohman Avenue, Hammond, on Monday, May 16, 1966. A buffet dinner 
was catered at 6:30 p.m. Fifty members attended. 


Mrs. Mary Peters, president, presided at the business meeting 
at 7:30 p.m. Minutes of the last annual meeting, April 27, 1865, were 
read and accepted. Mr. Warren Reeder submitted the attached annual trease:: 
urer's report showing a balance on hand of $551.10. Mrs. Vincent Bower, 
chairman of the nominating committee presented the following slate of 
officers for the coming year: 
President: Mrs. Harry Wilson 
lst Vice President: Mr. Walter Bell 
Secretary: Miss Marjorie Sohl 
Treasurer: Mr. Warren Reeder 
Directors: Term Expiring in May, 1970 
Miss Caroline Hohman 
Mrs. Henry Cleveland 
Miss Florence Allman 
Mrs. Athol Marcus 
Mrs. George Cravens. 
No nominations were presented from the floor so a motion declared the 
Slate elected by acclaimation. 


Mrs. Peters read the attached annual report in which she recom- 
mended that on the basis of experimentation with various meeting nights 
during the past year, Tuesday night seemed to be the most satisfactory. 


Mr. Warren Reeder presented Mrs. Peters with an award certificate 
paying tribute to her servicé to the society as membership chairman, 
vice-president and president. 


Mr. John Wilhelm announced the publication and the sale starting 
tonight of the 1904 edition of the Hammond Daily News. In addition 
to the historic edition of the paper, the publication contains profiles 
of two editors, A.A. Winslow and Silas E. Swain; a page on the Indiana 
Sesquecentennial; a page on the Hammond Historical Society; a list of 
all the Hammond mayors, city clerks, treasurers, city judges, police 
chiefs, fire chiefs, and Chamber of Commerce secretaries and presidents; 
and finally, a list of the present elected city, township and county 
officials for lake County. Mr. Wilhelm also spoke on other local plans 
for the Sesquecentennial including the staffing of an office in the 
court house and the sponsorship of tours of local historic places this 
summer. ‘ 


Mr. Warren Reeder introduced Rev. Harold Turpin, Pastor of the 
host church who presented the organization with a booklet of the 75th 
anniversary of the church and gave a brief history of the church, 
founded Feb. 23, 1891 with 23 members, and Rev. F.M. Elliott the first 
pastor. The first building was didicated Jan. 23, 1893 but practically 
destroyed in a fire. Frank S. Betz provided the lot for the present 
building and Dr. Parrett owned the lot next to it, so they were able to 
build next to the church when they expanded. The present educational 
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building was two years in planning before it was started in 1953. 

The church has served as a mother church for the area growing from 

about 900 members in 1930 to a peak of 1815 members, providing leaders 
for churches in Munster, Lansing, Calumet City, Schererville and Dyer 
and now having a membership of about 1300. The church has been served 
by good and faithful pastors with Dr. Parrott for 20 years, Rev. Simpson 
for 13 years and Rev. Harold Turpin leaving this summer after 17 years. 


The speaker for the evening was Mr. John Funk, Advertising Manager 
for the E.J. Funk and Yons Seed Company, Kentland, Indiana. He is a 
member of the State Sesquecentennial Committee and spoke and showed 
slides of an effort close to his heart, the Ade Foundation, and the 
George Ade building northeast of Kentland, Indians. Besides being 
the sesquecentennial of the statehood of Indiana, this year is also 
the centennial of the birth of George Ade, one of Indiana's famous 
sons, an author, humorist and playwrite. The Ade Foundation has 
raised and spent $50,000 in restoring George Ade's home near Kentland 
which now provides a three fold service: it is a historic shrine, a 
community center, and a museum for the Newton County Historical Society. 
By the use of colored slides, Mr. Funk took us on a tour of the house 
and grounds and showed the results of their work with “before and after" 
pictures of parts of the home. The home was given to the State of 
Indiana by George Ade, Indiana gave it to Purdue and Purdue gave it to 
Newton County which now maintains it under the George Ade Memorial 
Association. It is 2 miles east of Brook on Route 16. Mr. Funk 
answered several questions from the audience before the meeting adjourn- 
ed at 9:15 p.m. end Rev. Turpin took many from the group on a tour of 
the educational building of the church. 


Respectfully submitted, 


/Mespor behie— 
Mar jorieSohl, Secretary 


INCOME: 


HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Treasurer Report 4/27/65 to 4/30/66 


Balance on hands 4/27/66 
Dues $ 268.00 
Amual Meeting 257 «84 
Bus Tour 37-00 
$562.84 
Postage $ 45.00 
Amual Meeting, Banquet 247450 
Printing 734 
Paper, supplies 4.07 
Fall Bus Tour 51030 
File non-profit corporate return 1200 
$396621 


Balance on hand 4/30/66 


May 16, 1966 


Warren A. Reeder, Treasurer 


$ 384.47 


$ 551-10 
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PRESIDENT®S ANNUAL REPORT 


During the past year the Hammond Historical Society has held 4 meetings 
as per our usual custom plus the amual bus tour. 

This year the bus tour was held on September 19th, when we visited the 
headquarters of the Chicago Historical Society on North Avenue in Chicago, 
which also houses their Museum. They have realized what we have long planned 
and dreamed for == a full scale Museum for the preservation of their very 
valuable collection of items pertaining to Chicago and our country as a wholes 

On October 6th, 1965 a panel discussion was held on "Old Central School", 
right on the site of the old school, courtesy of the Calumet {National Bank 
high in the air on their newly memodeled 9th floor. This meeting was enthue 
siastically participated in by many old Central grads. Following that, on 
November 18th, 1965, we were treated to a history of past and present as to 

25th 
Ste Margaret's Hospital, mainly by the staff. On BRBRUARYsa’, 1966, Mr. Dave 
Lovgren, with assistance from Lida Owen, brought us an enjoyable program on 
Kaufman & Wolf's: ‘the Old Lion Store". Mrs. PeQ. Row preserited a membrable 
evening on March 22, 1966, speaking on "Rimbach Street in ‘ha Eyes of a Child 

At our executive meeting, held last summer to plan these meetings, we de= 
cided to experiment with each day of the week and see which days produced the 
best attendance. It would now appear that, based on attendance figures, that 


tuesday is the bebt day to meet and I would recommend it in the future. 


4 


es C509 


Bur Publication Committee has just issued Mre E.d. Swatim's old paper of 
December 21, 1904, which was a historical and pictorial document of Hammond down 
to that date. To this has been added a history of the tSesquicentennial in 
Indiana, a presentation of the 2 famous editors in Hammond, Swaim and ‘Winslow, 
ably done by our member, Charles DeLaaney. All the elected officials, former 
officials in Hammond and a history of the Society down to this date. This 
showld be the burden of the Society to sell = only $1 and the bsst bargain 
this year in Hammond! All the proceeds above cost will be divided between the 
Society and the local Sesquicentennial group. As a historical document it is 
of priceless value to Hammonds Perhaps one of our members will afford the time 
to properly index this old paper. 

Our. membership is jokes of April 30, 1966, an increase of 20 over 
last yeare Our latest member, incidentally, is a member of an old Hammond fami~ 
ly and our first member from California, A.C. Bomberger of San Francisco. Pere 
haps his reaction is the one for which we seek in new members: "5 years ago 
Iwasntt the slightest bit interested in Hammond history. Putting it simply, 

IT now ame I want to know more about it". 


sAnd may this be the attitude of all our membérs as we look to the future. 


Pi 


HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


ATTENDANCE - MAY 16, 1966 


NAME 


Mrs. Athol Marcus 

Mrs. C. J. Nelson 

Walter A. Bell 

Mrs. George Daugherty 

Ann Marie Owen 

Mr. & Mrs. W. J. Miller 
Mary C. Burhans 

Edith L. Burhans 

Mrs. C. P. Welty 

Mrs. Rose Engleton 

Mrs. O. J. Prevo 

Mrs. John Parker 

Miss Charlotte Kasten 
Mrs. Ann Lauer 

Norman Allen 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Wilson 
Merritt Lum 

Florence E, Cleveland 
Mary J. Ruch 

Florence Allman 

Mrs. Vernon Miller 

Mr. & Mrs. Delbert Purkey 
Mr. & Mrs. John Wilhelm 
Mrs. Carl H. Michel 

Mré. Carl H. Michel 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Fleming 
Joseph Piekarezyk 
Margaret Moore 

Mrs. Vincent Bower 

Mrs. George We Cravens 
Miss Katherine Williams 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward B. Hayward 
Mr. @ Mrs. Robert E. Wilhelm 
Mr. & Mrs. John RB. Funk 
Mrs. N. V. Owen 

Mrs. Mary Peters 

Mr. Warren Reeder 

Miss Marjorie Sohl 

Rev. Harold Turpin 

Mrs. Helen Woods 

Mrs. Ruth Whitman 


ADDRESS 


103 Highland Street, Calumet City, Ill. 
5946 Hohmen Avenue, Hammond 
237 Highland Street, Hammond 
7022 Jackson Avenue, Hammond 
13335 Elm Street, Griffith 

2036 East Elm Street, Griffith 
5937 Park Place, Hammond 

5957 Park Place, Hammond 

3818 Torrence Avenue, Hammond 
8119 Meadowlané, Munster 

32 Detroit Street, Hammond, 
7523 Olcott Avenue, Hammond 
231 Adelaide Place, Munster 
5945 Hyslop Place, Hammond 
7051 Knickerbocker Parkway, Hammond 
8229 Parkview Avenue, Mubster 
30 Carroll Street, Hammond 

640 - 165th Street, Hammond 
516 Waltham Street, Hammond 
239 - 169th Street, Hammond 
8428 Moraine Avenue, Munster 
7114 Lyman Avenue, Hammond 
6346 Hohman Avenue, Hammond 
234 Briar Lane, Munster 

234 Briar Lane, Munster 

707 Magoun Avenue, Hammond 
6638 Carolina Avenue, Hammond 
257 Doty Street, Hammond 

517 - 165th Street, Hammond 
423 Florence Street, Hammond 
1111 Lyons Street, Hammond 
6708 Madison Avenue, Hammond 
5933 Park Place, Hammond 

308 E. Rey Street, Kentland, Ind. 
440 Highland Street, Hammond 
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HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY ANNUAL TOUR ‘8 


Dear Friends: - 


This year we are going to combine in a most unusual way two items: 
our Tour and the 50th Amiversary of the ilagenbeck-v/allace Circus Train 
Wreck of June 22nd, 1918. - 


The wreck occurred at 4 a.m. on June 22nd, and we propose to be on 
the scene at 2 p.m. of that day. ‘We will hold a short memorial service 
and then silently fold our tents and return, just to keep in the circus 
parlance. 


Here's the schedule: at 12:30 p.m. we will hold a luncheon at 
Phil Smidt*s, 1205 Calumet Avenue. Present will be, Lord willing, 
ir. Oscar A. Timm, the flagman who so desperately tried to avert the 
wreck. We talked to iir. Timm last seek,and he has promised to cone 
over from Niles to be with us, provided his physician permits him. 


We also hope to have one other survivor, possibly tuo. One of 
them may turn out to be the an who ur. Timm rescued from the fiery 
holocaust that killed approximately 60 persons that fateful day of 
dune 22nd, 1918. It may be that ve can also nave sone others of the 
rescue crew who came out from the Gibson Roundhouse that early morning. 


Then, we shall take a bus and go out to the scens of the accident 
at 9th Avenue and the &. J. & E Railroad. Actually, it will be north 
of 9th Avenue about 1 block, just where the old iiichigan Central tracks 
crossed at the tower known as Ivanhoe. As we isentioned before, it will 
be approximately 2 p.m. when we arrive there. ive shall pass the spot 
enroute (at 150th & Calumet Avenue) where the circus pitched their 
brand new tent but never showed any performances because of the accident. 


The bus will then yeturn to Smidt's. 


The cost for luncheon and bus: $3.50. 

We must warn you that we can only take 40 reservations for the 
luncheon, and about 10 of them are spoken for already. Our bus will 
hold 50 but if you want to take a chance and come out to catch the bus 
only, the charge will be $1.00 for that ride. 


All reservations must be paid for in advance. You must use the 
eoupon below, and send your zesszvation to our President, urs, Cleve- 
land. 


If we don’t see you at the luncheon, you can eet us at the “Jay“ 
tracks and 9th Avenue around 2 p.1. 


A final word: the Society is going to put out a publication on the 
wreck, replete with text and pictures. An explanation of this is enclosed. 
Follai your own desires here. 


See you at 12:30 p.m., June 22nd (Saturday), Phil Smidt’s? 


(Cut along this line and nail with your check) 


tirs. Florence Cleveland 
e/o Hamaond Public Library 
566 State Street 

Hammond, Indiana 46320 


Enelosed, please find § for reservations at $3.50 for 
the 8th annual Tour of the iiammond Historical Society on Saturday, June 22, 
Se __ 1968 at Phil Smidt’s, 12:30 p.m. I’m marking iay calendar so 1 won't miss it. 


coos Name __ 


Address 


City State _ 


June 12, 1966 
Dear History Buff:- 
Welcone aboard}! 


Just a slight briefing on our “th bug teur; so you have sonewhat of an idea 
as to our itinerary. 


Sone of you are no doubt veterans of all tours thet we have nade; others are 
novices - we greet all of you nost heartily. 


We'll head southeast first this afternoon -- past the Tolleston, Calunet 
and Glenwood beachheads, so well Imowm to geologists - and right past Teibel's 
(which is equally as well kncwm to chicken lovers). 


Thence east on Route #30 along the world famous Valparaiso Moraine, that pe- 
euliar relic of the Great Glacier of centuries past, and to the capital city of 
Porter County - Valparaiso. 


Mr. Isaac, president of the Porter County Historical Society, will greet us 
there and take us on a short tour of the city, pointing out the high spots of 
interest. We're sorry we couldn't get into their museun, put it's in the court- 
house and they won't open up on Sundays - Tuesdays, Wednesdays ond Fridays are 
their days, in case you can make it. 


We'll wind up the Valpo tour with a visit to the eastern edge of the tow 
and look over what is the largest college chapel in the United States. This is 
the chapel of Valparaiso University - brdathtaking and awe-inspiring. 


Use the easy flowing stairway to the right of the entrance and get a good 
second floor view - you'll be startled at the huge expanse of space and seats 
in front of you, as well as the huge organ. 


But look out} the floors are slippery! 


Descond to the rain floor, walk to the very front end and examine the stain- 
ed glass windows at the front and note their Christian synbolisn. Use the chart 
we have provided with this sheet - you'll find it worthwhile. You must go clear 
to the front to sce these windows. 


The cost here was $1¢ million dollars - which provided the "pare structure 
with basic heat and ventiletion". Furnishings were extra. 


This building evolved after a study of 80 other college chapels. It is the 
only one in the U.S. planned for daily student worship--3,000 seats. 


Three years in the making (1956 - 1959), it wes finished and dedicated in 
Septenber of 1959, just in tine for the Valpo Univ. Centennial. 


Now to the north. 


Through the thriving netropolis of Chesterton - a sharp turn to the west 
and past the famous Spa Restaurant on Route #20 (off to the left is the ill-fated 
horse-racing track where so nany prominent Harnondites lost money in the prono- 
tion, never to see a race run) and thence up Hough Road to the Bailly House. 


Joe and Marie Bailey were the first white settlers in Northwest Indiana and 
settled here on the banks of the Little Calumet River in 1e21. There are 3 ori- 
ginal buildings to be seen - the hone - the church (originally a hone) and the 
trading post; fur storage was its nain function and Bailly had a nunber of then 
up and down the River. The building now serving 18 4 restaurant was their latest 
hone and can be entered if you buy some beverage of dessert - if we have tine. Cone 

back sone future tine for a meal here in this fine place run by Mr. and Mrs. Roark, 
who are combining business acunen with a love of history. = 


: Off again: this tine to the smallest church (we believe) in the U.S. This 
is the Augsburg Church up the road a bit. If you sit in the very front and the 
preacher has halitolsis - you'll kmew it! 


Out onto Route #12 again and back into current history - the fanous Midland 
Steel and Bethlehen Steel companies of the Dunes, about which we hear so nuch 
nowadays. 


Thenee on the Toll Road and back to Hannond. 


Ye hope you're glad you came. 
HAMMOND HISTORICLL SCCIETY 
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"REMEMBER, THE CIRCUS PARADE IS AT 10 Asus. TOMORROW 
~-- Hammond Times, June 21, 1918 


But there was no parade ..... 

By 9 aem. those early arrivals in downtown Hammond knew there would 
be kone. In hushed tones on the street wrners they discussed it. ‘The Gary 
street car at Sibley and Hohman was jammed with curiosity seekers each time 
it pulled away from the small depot and headed east on Sibley Street. Those 
returning from the east on that same car line showed reflected in their faces 
the horror and shock that they felt after having viewed that portion of the 
circus that would never parade any longer .... anywhere. 

Small children stood eagerly awaiting the promise of many days. The 
tigers, the lions, they felt would soon be there. And those clowns! They 
couldn't wait until the blare of the band and the proud horses would cone 
around the 4 Corners and signify the beginning of the procession. 

But there was no parade 1.3% 

The ad in the paper on dune 10th had promised one. It showed the 
ferocious beasts of the jungles. There was a picture of iarcelline Cevene of 
the Cevene Sextette, the lithe young 20-year-old tight rope walker. There 
were the Cottrell-cowell inglish bareback riders, the famous Flying Wards of 
the high swinging act, the astounding Von .itter, who stood on his head and 
slid down the tight wire stretched from the top of the tent to the ground 
below. “60 AGREALISTS, 60 ACROBATS, 60 RIDERS AND 50 CLOWNS,” the display 
had shrieked. 

The spread on June 10th had also boasted of the Advance Car. Coming 
into a town 3 weeks prior to a performance, it would cover a 30-mile radius 
to bring in the audiences. 22 bill posters, 6 lithographers, an advertising 
agent and a manager comprised this group. One week prior to the performances 
the i2 car - “excursion car they called it = came in and wound up the publi- 
city. “A 3emile glittering parade‘ was promised.” 

But there was no parade .... 

lid Ballard of French Lick, Indiana, claimed to have an investient of 
$3,000,000 in the circus. it was carried by 3 special trains. There were 
22 tents, 1,000 employees in all branches. The payroll alone was $7,500 per 
day, not including other overhead expenses such as feeding and transporting 
the troupe. 400 artists and almost that many animals took special care. The 
famous Rosa Rosalind was a star member of the staff. She sade $25,000 per 
year, reputedly. Five Hundred draft horses and twenty ponies give some indication 
of the size of the Hagenbeck-lJallace Circus of 1918. 

But there was no parade.... 

There had been one in iiichigan City the day before. There had been two 
brilliant performances in that town and at 2:30 a.m. the last vestiges of the 
circus had left on the second section of their train, running over the Michigan 
Central Railroad tracks for Hammond, where they would perform at the “Show 
Grounds at 150th and Calumet Avenue’. 

No parade? The children were growing more impatient now, tugging at their 
parents, whining a bit. The weather was sore than comfortably warm -- “Fair 
Weather the newspaper masthead had announced the night before. 


The above are the opening paragraphs of the new booklet on the famous Hagen- 
beck-Wallace Circus Train reck of June 22, 1918. Scheduled to be issued in the 
fall of 1988, it will cover 48 pages of inforiation, photos and up-to-date material 
never assembled prior to this time. 

You are offered the opportunity to secure this publication at the pre-paid 


' price of $2.00. uany hours of information and contacts from all over the U.S. 


have gone into this work. 
_._ Simply use the coupon below. = ~~ Sis ee —_ 
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first. settlers. 


— Recently dis- 
¢overed documents iin the National 
Archives in Washington, 
have overthrown the theory that 


DC., 


mond Historical Society. 


Ernest and Caroline Hohman were "es!dent. 


the first people to settle in Ham- 
mond,” said Kenneth Sutherland, 
executive director of the Ham: 


HISTORICAL Society 
Wilson and Executive 
land study pictures. 


| 


President Mrs. Harry 
Director Kenneth Suther- 


A society member was investi- 
gating in the Archives when he 
discovered the evidence of settl- 


seribed 
resided 


he went 


This al 


to settle 


ers 20 years prior to the Hoh- 
There had always been a bii| Mans. 
of doubt, he said, because Caro- 


the Hohmans were Hammond's ite Hohman’s diary told of pur- 
‘chasing a small cottage and that 


“We had always thought that Would be evidence of a prior 


“He found that the first people|Ill. and disappeared. Bromley sold), . 4+ 1 
in Hammond were David Pierce|to Ernest and Caroline Hohman SEDER VE HBG) WHO 20) 
and this wife Deney, who settled/in 1859. 
on 80 acres in North Hammond 
in 1837,” said Sutherland. 


AN AFFIDAVIT filed 


and, and has constantly 
here ever since as his) 
only home and residence, that 
on said land and re- 
mains there with the intention of 
making it a permanent home for) 
himself and family.” 

fidavit was filed in 1838 
s|when David Pierce was 26. 

Tt gave him pre-emption rights 
on what were then pub- 
lic lands. 


€ Suther 


notes. 


and said also, “It is in- 
‘teresting to note how ‘he paid 
for the land. An application blank’ 
shows he gave $50 in gold, $30,621 
in silver and $20 in Indiana Bank 


Bromley and moved to Decatur,|industrial tour of Hammond, 
umet Region and an industrial 
“We intend to continue research|tour of the region, 

in this area,’’ Sutherland said. Sutherland also ‘hopes 


q quicentennial, 


to on: 


“Wa hope to bring up an old!State Bank, 


(Sunday, dame 5, 1066 ©; 


History Buffs — 
To Visit Porter | 


HAMMOND — The Historical 
Society's annual bus tour, June 
\L, will visit the Porter County 
‘Historical Museum in Valparaiso, 
the new Valparaiso University 
Chapel and Baileytown House, the 
earliest residence in the Calumet 
Region. 

Buses will leave from Hohman| 


Avenue and Waltham Street at 
1:30 p.m. Reservations can be 
Hed with Marjorie Sohl at WE! 


Tn 1840 Pierce sold out to Nelson| Planning ts proceeding on anjcoal-fired steam engine from In- 
| dianapolis,” he said 
would be available for rides. 

All of these activities are in 
commemoration of Indiana's Ses- 


: . Tour tickets are available at the 
in the) HE INDICATED that the sched. Vince local railroads to lend tracks| Hammond Courthouse, Room 105, 
Archives read: “Sometime in thelliile ahead would be increasingly {0° another ambitious project. 
month of June, 1837, he removed| busy. } 
with his wife and two children) = ied 

to a house on the above d 


or any branch of the Hoosier 


£58) 


SEE HISTORICAL HAMMOND! SEE MODERN HAMMOND! 


- » . THE OLD INDIAN GRAVEYARD SITE 
- . » ERNEST HOMAN: THE ORIGINAL SETTLER'S INN 
- - . ALVAH ROEBUCK'S STORE (Before he met Sears) 
« © « SEE GRAVES AND MONUMENTS OF EARLY SETTLERS 
- e « FRANK BETZ HOME: WHERE HE BROUGHT HOME ONE MILLION DOLLARS 


IN CASH 
GIBSON: WHERE THE RAILROAD ENDED AND THE STAGE COACH STARTED 


« « » RIDE ALONG THE ANCIENT TOLLESTON BEACHHEAD IN HAMMOND 


HAMMOND'S FIRST INDUSTRY: THE G.H. HAMMOND PACKING HOUSE 


» « « SEE HOW HAMMOND GREW, NORTH AND SOUTH 
» e » THE DRACKERT HOME: HAMMOND'S OLDEST RESIDENCE 


All of these areas will be covered in our tour of Hammond and many others, such as 
our cultural institutions of schools, Purdue University, and our many fine churches along 
Hohman Avenue's "Church Row'!, Also the striking homes in our fine subdivisions and our 
substantial industries will be included. 


STARTS SATURDAY, JULY 16th. 
Each tour will be of about 2 hours duration and will be held from 2 to 4 p.m. excepting 
Saturday, July 16th and July 23rd, when we will hold two tours, one commencing at 10 a.m. 


and the regular tour at 2 p.m. Tours will be held regularly for 2 weeks, ending July 28th. 


These tours will start and end in Room 105, Hammond Courthouse (5236 Hohman 
Avenue - opposite Goldblatt's), . 


Tickets: 50¢ for children, $1.00 for adults, Tickets can be secured in Room 105 of 
the courthouse, any branch of the Hoosier State Bank, or at 260 - 165th Street, Hammond. 


WARNING: DUE TO A LIMITED PROGRAM, THESE TOURS WILL ONLY BE 
OFFERED ON THE DATES ANNOUNCED. 


Make your reservations early. Each bus has a capacity of 50 people. Special arrange- 
ments for parties and students. 


THE HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
(SESQUICENTENNIAL DIVISION) 


Phone WE 1-3440 or WE 2-0400 


> 


“the city’ 


By CHARLES STERLING 
Times Staff Writer 

Downtown Hammond’s notorious 
railroad labyrinth might have 
been solved back in the 1870's 
bad not a conservative-minded 
mayor squelched plans to elevate 
the tracks. 

Many similar bits of historical 
perspective were pointed out in 
a series of excursions conducted 
by the Hammond Historical 
Society. 

The tours took two years to 
organize and were held in July 
as part of the sesquicentennial 
celebration of Indiana’s statehood. 

The excursins came to an ab- 
rupt end when the director was 
ealled into the service. Society 
treasurer and past president War- 
ren Reeder conducted a special 
session for the benefit of The 
Times. 


REEDPR narrated the city’s 
history as he circuited its points 
of historical interest. 


Hammond's name was decided 


at the flip of a coin between 


peal ee es 


, 


Ss original set en 
The Hobman farm as located 


at the site of ithe American Steel 


Foundries. Hohman, a_ tailor 
with a notion to try his hand 


at farming, and his wife were | 


iraveling to Merrillville in 1859 
io escape a cholera epidemic, 
Reeder said- 

Instead, they settled beside a 
refreshing river that was sub- 
sequently known as the Grand 
Calumet. 


Reeder said the sewage-stop- 
pered waterway was once 200 


_ feet wide. Tis waters were deep 


and clear. Until 1920, ocean 


schooners navigated ihe river. 

Pleasure erafi used the river — 
as late as the 20’s when industry 
began io pollute it. 

THE SOUTH bank along Hoh- 
man Avenue is the site of an old 
Indian graveyard. : 

Reeder stopped at the site of 
an earlier setilement at Kennedy 


Avenue and the Michigan Central 


railroad iracks. David Gibson 
eperated a “motel there to 2 
serve passengers of the stagecoah 
toute that went into Chicago. 


eireus train was slammed “by art 
train carrying troops Reeder said ¥ 
2 memorial service, 
the near future, will be attended 
by some of the survivors of the 
accident, = 


Another stagecoach line once 


‘carried commuters from Tolles- — 


ten io Hammond but it can’t 


be traced today. Maps wihich 
could solve the mystery cant be 
located, Reeder said. 


GEORGE Hammond's packing 
plant was built west of Hohman 


Avenue and north of the Michigan 3 


Central tracks on the ony ‘Ss west- 
ern boundary. 


The old Conkey Plani, Siand- 
ard Street Car Co. and a piano 
factory saved the city frem econo- 
mic disaster in 1921, when the 
_ packing house burned. 


Reeder aon Eom Hammond 


Se Se bee he worst train mishap >. 
A918 We 8 EEO 


permanent buildings were erected. 
» The plant’s location is ultimaie 
ly the cause of the ciy’s train 
tie-up today. Routes through the 
downtown area were plotied io 
serve the packing house. 
Mayor Marcus Towle rejected a 


WOODROW WILSON School ne loneedk to an east side German gheito called 
Saxony until the decline of Hessian popularity during World War I. 


hid to elevate the trains in the 
7's because he feared farmers 
who met the railroad in Ham- 
mond would not have access to _ ce 
the tracks. 


HEEDER cruised along 165th 
Sweet as he told of Ham- 
mond’s struggle to incorporate 
Hessyille. The Hessville seitle- 
ment was bounded by the state - 
line, Cline Avenue, 165th Street 
end the Little Calumet River un- 
til Hammond gained control in 
1928. 

4923. 


as siop at Woodrow Wilson 


Lat belonged to a — 
Penis called Saxony 
until renamed for the president 
during World War I. 


Reeder said the tours could be 
continued if popular interest be- 
tame great enough. He said a 
20-munute slide film has been 
amade of Hammond’s complete 
lhisbory. 


WU SEC ET Sha fa So bs Sc Sa Be a ta 
QUEL PELE CLEVES PURE UVL EER ED 


3 


TOs iy Ba ee Ra A Mh OR VRE en ae we PRS : PRE ORSCASORRCICI URE 
CEERI SORE URL CORN PIOLES 


2 We RY Ce EM UU LN 


eee Tt has been at. desth Sirect and feloon “Ayenue since 1885. Pe, 
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MINUTES OF THE HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 


‘Tuesday, October 4, 1966 


The first meeting this year of the Hammond Historical Society 
was. held on Tuesday, October 4, 1966, at 7:30 p.m. at the Rand McNally 
plant on Conkey Street. 29 members attended. 


Mr. John Wilhelm announced plans for an Indiana Sesquicentennial 
dinner and program to be held on October 21 sponsored by the five 
historical societies in Lake County and commemorating the erection 
of a plaque at the site of the first open hearth furnace at Inland 
Steel. Notices will be mailedout soon. 


Mrs. H.H. Wilson, president, introduced Mr. Chris Dubbs, a semi- 
retired Vice President of the Rand McNally plant, who gave a graphic 
history of the W.B. Conkey Company and the Rand McNally company, 
illustrated with a collection of photographs from the Conkey archives. 


The W.B. Conkey Company was started by Walter Blakesley Conkey 
in 1877 on Monroe Street in Chicago and moved to Hammond in 1898. 
George C. Nimens was the architect for the new building and all were 
proud of the characteristic saw-tooth roof to give the north light 
important in printing and color work. W.B. Conkey was a book publisher 
and printer until 1913 when he decided to dispose of the book pub- 
lishing business and sell his printing services to other publishers. 
Mr. W.B. Conkey died March 5, 1923 and his son, Henry Philips Conkey 
continued as president. He guided the company through the difficult 
depression years after they had lost heavily in the Hammond bank 
failures. They carried on throught the depression and reeession by 
producing such items as jig-saw puzzles and Shirley Temple books. 
During the war years, they produced books for the government, receiv- 
ing an award: of merit for their war effort. In 1948, when Henry Conkey 
was 62 years old, having three daughters and no sons to carry on the 
business, he sold it to Rand McNally who assumed control Jan. 1, 1949. 
He served 9s an advisor to Rand McNelly until his death Feb. 10, 1953. 


The Rand McNally Company was started in Chicago in 1856 with the 
fourth generation now heading the company here and the fifth genera- 
tion heading the plant MC tice , Rand McNally has continued the book 
manufacturing service of Conkey to such large publishers as Grolier, 
Colliers, Miriam Webster Dictionaries, General Telephone directories, 
Book-of-the-month Company, Look and Time Magazines, Girl Scout hand- 
books, and Random House. The Hammond plant is the largest and most 
diversified plant of the company, producing three to four hundred 
thousand hard cover books a day and employing about 1400 people. 


Mr. Dubbs answered a number of questions about the company and 
about the man, Mr. Conkey, as he knew him. Then the group was divided 
into three smaller groups and conducted on a tour of the plant by some 
of the plant and office supervisory staff who were able to explain the 
various processes seen in operation on the night shift. At the com- 
pletion of the tour about ten dclock each member was presented with a 
souvenir Rand McNally world atlas. 


Respectfully submitted, 


/} 
é 
Mar ie Sohl, Secretary 


NAME 


Joseph M. Piekarez 
Kurt Marx 

Elsie Marx 
Katherine Williams 
Ruth Whitman 

Mary Ruth Whitman 
Ann Stevesand 
Charlotte Kasten 


LY) 


HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


ATTENDANCE - OCTOBER 4, 1966 


ADDRESS 


yk 6638 
4725 
4925 
AAT 
CaS) 
2735 


Carolina Avenue, Hamnond 
Henry Avenue, Hammond 
Henry Avenue, Hammond 
Lyons Street, Hammond 
Lincoln Street, Highland 
Lincoln Street, Highland 


918 Summer Blvd., Hammond 
231 Adelaide Place, Munster 


Grace Parker 7523 
Mr. & Mrs. H.H. Wilson 8229 
Edward B. Hayward 6708 
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Zacheau 8115 


John F. Wilhelm 
Hope E. McKinney 


6346 
7591 


Mrs. Roscoe E. Woods 7531 


Mrs. William Zaher 
Alberta Kluesner 
Norman Allen 
Warren Reeder 

Mr. & Mrs. Delbert 


6812 
2924 
7015 


Olcott Avenue, Hammond 

Parkview, Munster 

Madison Avenue, Hammond 

Euclid Avenue, Munster 

Hohman Avenue, Hammond 

Maplewood Avenue, Hammond 
Maplewood Avenue, Hammond 
Parrish Avenue, Hammond 

- 177th Street, Apt. 23, Hammond 
Knickerbocker Parkway, Hammond 


30 Glendale Park, Hammond 


Purkey 


Pam, Pat, and David 7114 


Mrs. Mildred Welty 
Marjorie Sohl 
Mrs. Mary Peters 


3818 
5615 
8119 


Lyman Avenue, Hammond 
Torrence Avenue, Hammond 
Sohl Avenue, Hammond 
Meadowlane, Munster 


THE HAMMOND TIMES 


es 5 fe ec 


SMILE FOR HISTORY—Pretty Sylvia Butler of Angola was one of several dig- 
nitaries who participated in an historical dedication at Inland Steel Company 
Indana Harbor Works Friday. The ceremony officially wrote the No. 1 Open 
Hearth shop into history. Miss Butler is Indiana’s Sesquicentennial queen. 


| HISTORY UNFOLDED—No. 1 Open Hearth shop Indiana Historical Society. Reading the-inscrip- 
|. of Inland Steel Company’s Indiana Harbor Works tion are: Warren A. Reeder Jr., Hubert Hawkins, 
| became a paragraph in Indiana’s history ‘Friday Dr. Donald E, Carmony, Mrs. Benjamin Saks and 
‘when a placque was dedicated jin its honor by the John F. Wilhelm. | 


Son., Oct. 23, 1966 A-13 


THE LAKE COUNTY SESQUICENTENNIAL 
COMMITTEE 


presents 


FORWARD FORWARD 
INTO INTO 
YESTERDAY 
INTO INTO 
FORWARD FORWARD 


In Cooperation With 
The Five Lake County Historical Societies 
and 
The Inland Steel Company 
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 
Whiting, Indiana 


Friday, October 21, 1966 — 6:15 P. M. 


©1965 


“When We Were Young We Did Not Ask Questions ... And 
When We Were Old There Was No One to Answer Them”. . . 


“ERECTED BY INDIANA HISTORI 
a _ OCTOBER 21,1966 


Today, in this sesquicentennial year, the No. 1 Open Hearth shop 
of Inland Steel Company’s Indiana Harbor Works officially becomes a 
paragraph in the history of the state of Indiana. The pioneer steelmak- 
ing facility has long been a shining chapter in the story of Inland Steel. 

On July 21, 1902, the first open hearth steel made in Northwest 
Indiana was tapped from the No. 3 furnace at No. 1 Open Hearth shop. 
On July 30, 1966, the last “heat” of steel made in the shop was tapped 
and the 12-furnace veteran was shut down in favor of the jet age speed 
of a new Basic Oxygen Furnace shop. 

In between, in its 64 years, the No. 1 Open Hearth supplied more 
than 40 million tons of steel to a growing America. From 1902 till 1916 
it was the only source of raw, ingot steel to feed Inland’s mills. From 
its first year’s output of 21,000 tons, it climbed to a record of 1,136,900 
tons in 1957. 

Steelmaking was always an art, an intuitive thing, at No. 1 Open 
Hearth, where the melters ran their furnaces by the seat of their pants. 
Said its last superintendent, “It was the last open hearth in the coun- 
try with any romance.” 
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INDIANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


OFFICERS: 

THOMAS S. EMISON 
President 

JOHN P. GOODIN 
First Vice-President 

MRS. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 
Second Vice-President 

JOHN F. WILHELM 
Third Vice-President 

BURKE NICHOLAS 
Treasurer 

HUBERT H. HAWKINS 
Secretary 


TRUSTEES: 

JOHN G. RAUCH, SR. Chairman 
JOHN D, BARNHART 

MRS. GEORGE BLAIR 

DAVID V. BURNS 

HERBERT H. HEIMLICH 

MISS ELSIE SWEENEY 
EUGENE S. PULLIUM 

RCGER D. BRANIGIN 
WILLIAM E. WILSON 


INDIANA STATE SESQUICENTENNIAL COMMISSION 


Donald F. Carmony, 
Chairman 

Mrs. William A. McKinzie, 
Associate Chairman 

Richard H. Gemmecke, 
Secretary 

I. George Blake 

Oliver C. Bumb 

Leo C. Craig 

Mrs. John R. Figg 

John P. Goodwin 

Hubert Hawkins 

Robert G. Moorehead 

Edward Pierre 

Charles Rochelle 

P. Waldo Ross 

Hassil Schenck 

Harry M. Smith 

Jonh Stover 

Mrs. Florence G. Watts 

John F. Wilhelm 

Max F. Wright 


STAFF MEMBERS: 
Carl A. Zenor, 

Executive Director 
James Guthrie, 

Assistant Director 
Linda Gates, 

Director of Information 


EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS: 

Roger D. Branigin 
Governor 

Robert L. Rock, 
Lt. Governor 

William E. Wilson 
State Superintendent 


ADVISORY MEMBERS: 
Robert MeClarren 
Robert Starrett 


LOCAL SOCIETY OFFICERS 


LAKE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY: C. R. Crisler, President; Walter 
Gard, Vice-President; Elizabeth Kenney, Secretary; Inice Tribbey, Trea- 
surer; Mrs. Joseph Brown, Historian and Mrs. Mary Lou Vanderlaan, 


Assistant Historian. 


GARY HISTORICAL SOCIETY: Robert Craig, President; Carl Lehman, 
Vice-President, Maxine Wildermuth Tulla, Secretary; Mrs. J. Jerry 


Baboo, Treasurer. 


HOBART HISTORICAL SOCIETY: Mrs. Carl Pleak, President; Walter 
Isakson, Vice-President; Mrs. Kenneth Trenary, Secretary; Ray Walter, 


Treasurer. 


EAST CHICAGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY: George H. Huish, President; 
William J. Riley, Vice-President; Melvin H. Spector, Secretary; Paul S. 
Zahara, Treasurer; Mrs. Rose G. Levan, Historian. 

HAMMOND HISTORIAL SOCIETY: Mrs. Jean Wilson, President; Mar- 
jorie Sohl Secretary; Warren Reeder, Treasurer; Joseph Pieckarczyk, 


Vice-President. 


PROGRAM 


Invocation — Rey. Edward Homeo, Pastor, St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church, Whiting 


Warren A. Reeder, Jr. — Master of Ceremonies 
Introduction of Special Guests 
Recognition of Historical Societies 


Hubert Hawkins, Executive Director, Indiana State Historical 
Society 


0. J. Crepeau, Inland Steel Company, General Manager 


Dr. Donald F. Carmony, Professor 
History Department, Indiana University 
Bloomington, Indiana 
Editor, Indiana Magazine of History 
President, Indiana Sesquicentennial Commission 


“A Historian Looks at Northwestern Indiana.” 


Music by Hammond Show Teens 
Pauline Frechette, Philip Frechette, Tim Burke, 
Kathy Ginther, Ellen Ginther, Bill Bold, Karl Linden, 
Sue Grow, Marilyn Maluga 
Accompanists: Lou Frechette, Ellen Sejda 
In absentia (attending college) : John Blonski, 
Richard Rouse, Terry Sherman, Susan Hutchins 


Director: Father Alfred Dettmer 


EAST CHICAGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Indiana’s Sesquicentennial Year inspired the organization 
of the East Chicago Historical Society. 


While a historical society had been thought of for years and 
the need for one felt acutely by historically-minded citizens such 
as Mrs. Ezelyn Johnston, librarian at the Indiana Harbor 
library, nothing was ever done about it. 


But when East Chicago’s Sesquicentennial Committee met, 
Mrs. Johnston asked a member of the Committee to see if such 
a society could be established as part of the year’s celebration. 
The matter was brought up in the meeting and on receiving due 
encouragement, a small group went to work to organize. 


This group, comprising members of the board of directors, 
met in April to found the society. Dan Simon served as temporary 
chairman; Melvin Spector drafted the charter and by-laws. 
George Huish contributed services of his plant in printing and 
publishing. Officers were elected and in May a Founder’s Meet- 
ing was arranged at which Hubert Hawkins, seeretary of the 
State Historical Society, was the principal speaker. 


Presently plans are being made to expand the membership, 
gather histories of all the city’s organizations—social, religious 
and cultural as well as political and economic—to make tape re- 
cordings of the reminiscences of pioneer citizens still with us; and 
to collect diaries, pictures and other materials recalling the city’s 
infancy. Archives will be housed in the new public library undea 
construction at 2401 E. Columbus Drive, East Chicago. 


THE HOBART HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Following a series of meetings commenced in August of 1965, 
the Hobart Society was formally incorporated as a non-profit 
group on May 25, 1966. The exploratory meeting was led by 
Byron Findling, who had been chairman of the Hobart Centen- 
mal Committee in 1947. 


The Society has held monthly meetings, arranged an exhibit 
of local historical items at the Hobart Public Library for the 
July 4th celebration and had an exhibit of historic “Art and Art- 
isans” for the County Historical Exhibit at the Lake County 
Fair in 1966. It has shown a lively spirit and a powerful enthusi- 
asm that bodes well for the future. 


THE HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


An early Hammond Society died aborning in the depression 
years but in May of 1960 a small group commenced under the 
leadership of John F. Wilhelm, assisted by a long-time business 
associate, Warren A. Reeder, Jr. The purpose has been to “pub- 
lish, promote and preserve historical knowledge and to spread 
historical information with reference to the City of Hammond.” 
Newsletters, collections of pictures, and written reminiscences 
encouraged by the Socicty has started a collection that was one 


of the aims. 


An office was opened in the Hammond Courthouse during the 
Sesquicentennial year, exhibits arranged and historical bus tours 
promoted, both for adults and children. The office is to be kept 
open the entire year. There have been displays at two local an- 
tique shows and also an exhibit at the Lake County Fair in 1966. 
Local newspapers and radio stations constantly seek the aid of 
the Society in historical items of interest to our citizens about 
the past. 


The Society looks forward hopefully to a great future! In 
1966 the Society republished the famous 1904 edition of the Ham- 
mond Daily News from old copies and have it currently as a 
special project; it showing early history and pictures of Ham- 
mond that are of inestimable value to local residents. 


THE GARY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


The Gary Historical Society, Inc. is the fruit of a number 
of seeds planted earlier in the City’s early youth. The Society’s 
early predecessor was the Gary Historical Socicty, dated 1931. 


The present society was incorporated 1956, Walter N. Pick- 
art being the first president. It was organized to compile and 
keep a record of the history of the “Twentieth Century City.” 

The Society maintains a building in Gateway Park of Gary. 
Being the first building, it housed the first post office and the 
offices of the Gary Land Company, a division of U. 8. Steel Co. 


THE LAKE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


This group, organized in 1885 as the Old Settlers Associa- 
tion of Lake County, has had along and honorable history, hav- 
ing been started by the inimitable Timothy H. Ball, an acutely 
history-conscious citizen of the Cedar Lake-Crown Point area, 
who early recognized the importance of such a Society. Its pub- 
lications are extensive and the collections are now being assembled 
in a new museum in Crown Point. If it were not for this Society 
we would not know much of the early history of Lake County. 
Special tribute must be paid during this Sesquicentennial period 
to Mrs. Joseph Brown and her assistant, Mrs. Mary Lou Vander- 
laan, who have untiringly labored toward creating an interest 
in history in the area south of route 30 in Lake County. 


WHITING 


In early days Whiting was known as Whiting’s Crossing. 
The settlement obtained this name from a conductor on the Mich- 
gan Southern whose train was wrecked when it collided with an- 
other at the crossing there. 


Following the accident, the railroad built a siding to avoid 
future collisions. The place was called Whiting’s Crossing or 
Whiting’s Turn Out, later shortened to Whiting’s. 


Early settlers began arriving in 1848—50. Early family 
names still well known in this area are: Roberts, Clark, Forsythe, 
Reese, Eggers, Vater, Schrage. It was in the Spring of 1889 that 
a train on the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern stopped at 
the flag station of Whiting’s Crossing and Ict off some oilmen 
from Cleveland. The prospect that confronted the visitors from 
Ohio was not particularly cheerful—marshes and poor sandy 
soil lapped by the waters of Lake Michigan. Their purpose in 
coming to that barren spot was to build a refinery on 235 acres 
of land that had been acquired for its site. This quiet arrival at 
Whiting was the beginning of Standard of Indiana. The history 
of Whiting is closely connected with that of the oil industry in 
the middle west. Whiting is expecting shortly to form its own 
historical society. 


LAKE COUNTY SESQUICENTENNIAL COMMISSION 


Mrs. Ida K. Saks Mrs. Oolah Evans 
Warren Anderson Adam Benjamin 
Eugene Smick Peter Skafish 
Warren A. Reeder, Jr. Donald Hines 
John F. Wilhelm Abe Mills 


Mrs. Mary Lou Vanderlaan Henry C. Hastings 
Mrs. Joseph Brown Robert F. Baker 


INDIANA SESQUICENTENNIAL — 1966 


This year of 1966 Indiana is having a 150 year birthday 
party—a Sesquicentennial Party—to celebrate its election to 
Statehood by the Congress of the United States. 


On April 19, 1816, a bill for statehood was presented to the 
Congress but it was not until December 11, 1816 that President 
James Madison signed the bill which officially granted all the 
powers of a state to Indiana. 


The prime objectives of the celebration are to help all Hoos- 
iers understand Indiana’s past, to appreciate the present and to 
become aware of its potentials for the future. 


The Sesquicentennial period affords a unique opportunity 
to secure and collect valuable manuscripts and museum materials 
in each local community. Everyone is encouraged to write a his- 
tory of their club, church, school or their families and to study 
the history of Indiana. 


This is a time of celebration. Indiana is having a birthday 
party for everyone—farmers, laborers, industry, professions, 
schools, lodges and churches. All must join hands and let the 
world know we are proud Hoosiers—proud of our great heritage 
and of being privileged to live in the greatest state in the Union. 


The following communities in Lake County have shared in 
the program: Griffith, East Chicago, Whiting, Gary, Scherer- 
ville, Highland, Hobart, Lowell, Merriville, East Gary, and 
Hammond. Publications, parades, street celebrations, centennials, 
banquets and participation in the Lake County Fair are some of 
the activities in which they have shared. 


Indiana 
THIS..... Sesquicentennial 
Can only happen..... Commission 
ONCE eos: 
Byery sis «5. 


: 150 YEARS! 
THE LAKE COUNTY SESQUICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 


and 
The Five Lake County Historical Societies 
a aN 


THE INDIANA SESQUICENTENNIAL COMMISSION 
The Officers and Directors of 


THE INDIANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


and 


THE INLAND STEEL COMPANY 


in a program of 


“FORWARD INTO YESTERDAY” 


featuring 


Dr. Donald F. Carmony, Professor, 
History Department, Indiana University 
Chairman, Indiana Sesquicentennial Commission 


TIME: Friday, October 21, 1966, at 6:15 p.m. 


PLACE: St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 
- -—-Panel Room, 1844 Lincoln Ave. 
Whiting, Indiana 


PRICE: $6.00 per plate 


It is expected that the entire Indiana Sesquicentennial Commission will be present at this 
memorable event in their only personal appearance in Lake County, Indiana. 


JOIN THE BIRTHDAY PARTY CELEBRATION — YOU ARE INVITED! 
(Cut Off and Mail) 


Hammond Historical Society 
c/o Mrs. Donna Bartley 
479 State Street, Hammond, Indiana 


Kindly reserve places for me for the Sesquicentennial Dinner at St. John’s Church 
in Whiting on Friday, October 21, 1966. My check for $ is enclosed. 
Naimeeset: Mawes no ete ee ete cis at Address ____- at tee Parise Soa a 


(699 
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MINUTES OF THE HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIZTY, INC. 
Tuesday, November 29, 1966 


The meeting of the Hammond Historical Society was called to order 
by Warren Reeder when the president, Mrs. H.H. Wilson was suddenly 
called Hast because of the death of her sister. The meeting was held 
at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, November 29th at the Ist Presbyterian Church. 
A roll call sheet indicated 21 members present. Minutes of the October 
4th meeting were read and corrected. 


Warren Reeder commented on how rapidly our historic sites and 
personages are changing. One of the houses that Mrs. Row referred 
to in her talk last March has now been torn down and Mr. Dubbs, our 
speaker at the last meeting in October has suffered a stroke and is in 
Mercy Hospital in Dyer. He also acknowledged the gift this evening 
donated by Miss Ketherine Williams from Shirley Walker Ogden of what 
Warren thought might be the oldest newspaper of this region--Vo. 1, 
No. 3, of the Hammond Daily Echo dated Nov. 3, 1887. 


The program this evening was held in the lst Presbyterian Church 
so that the speaker, Walter Bell could puncuate his talk on the Hohmen 
Avenue of his youth with several musicsl numbers played on the beautiful 
church orgen at which he has presided as church organist for 50 years. 
The church was organized in 1891 by 30 people. He started to Sunday 
School there in 1907 at the age of 7 under the teaching of Cynthia Sohl. 
He also started piano lessons then, at 7 in 1907. By 1916 he started 
as the church pianist and since 1918 when the present building was 
dedicated he has served as organist. The original orgen donated by 
Harvey Gostlin in memory of his parents served the church until 1963 
when the new one was purchased. He illustreted the modern and joyous 
sounds of the new organ by playing "The Song of Gratitude” on it. He 
then began to describe the first 18 to 20 years of his life on South 
Hohman. He lived between Condit and Doty where the Buick Auto Sales 
Used Car sales office now stends. Thiswas the south end of Hammond 
then with houses only a few blocks farther south. He and his brother 
were nature lovers and as boys, they roamed the wilderness, the sand 
ridges and sloughs south and west of Doty and State Line where they 
gathered sea shells on what we later learned were the old beaches of 
Lake Michigan and observed the wild flowers and birds of the area. 

They picked sndate berries from the berry patches that were where Ken- 
wood School is now located. They picked and ate apples from Mr. Zachau's 
russet apple trees at the top of the ridge where the C & 0 railroad 

goes through now. 


He recalled playing around and felling in to one of the ditches 
along Hohman while the sewers were being installed. It must not have 
been too different from now! He recalled playing along the area of 
Doty and Lyman. At that time the Monon stored box cars there on the 
tops of which they played tag. Now the suto dealers store new automo- 
biles there. They swam 2nd polled a raft in the swimming hole created 
by a leak in the water tank where the Monon and Erie Railroads converge. 
Harrison Park then contained a cinder track for the Hammond High track 
team. He recalled a few of the families that lived in this area, east 
and south of Harrison Park--the old Gavit house nesr the present Belva- 
dier apartments, and Mrs. Hinks strawberry plants on Highland Street. 


Mostly, he was acquainted with the @Qople who lived along Hohman 
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so he took an imaginary walk down Hohman south from Douglas and 
Hohman, recalling the family and something about each: 


1. Summers House, Douglas and Hohman, George and hewere in school 
together and George was the best marble player. 
2. Pat Reilly, former mayor of Hammond whose daughter Kitty had 
a millinary store. 
3« Presbyterian Church where Christian Science church now stands. 
4, A cooking school in o tent which he attended. 
5. Schwabbs Saloon in front of which German pretzel bands played. 
6. A women photography studio between Ogden and Condit. 
7+ Carl Bowers home at Condit with e stable and barn at the back 
behind which he and Bmil Bower smoked their first cigarettes 
on which he got sick end has never smoked them since. 
8. Charles Dyer House. 
9. Excavation for a house that was never built. 
10. Bell house with Adolph Hirsh north of them and David Atkinson 
south. 
ll. Mueller family, owners of the hardware store lived across Hohman 
from Atkinson's. 
12. A two story house at Doty and Hohman housed a Monk family below 
‘and Maurice Dobson above. 
13. Carter House, Sherriff of Leke County. 
14, E.W. Bunk house, a man of funny stories. 
15. Granny Merriweather's house, with C.M. McDaniel, schoal Super- 
intendant on the second floor. 
16. Kleighe house, plumbing. contractor. 
17. Metler House, Williams snd Hohmen. Elizabeth was one of his 
teachers and hewas always in her recitals. 
18. Dr. Howitt's house. 
19. Ottenheimer's cottage 
20, Judge Galette 
21. Preacher C.A. Smith 
22. McHie's house, at Webb and Hohman. Mildred who was ahead of 
him in school followed every fad thst came along, dyed her hair, 
hobble skirts, and spit curls. 
23. Mott House. 
24. Heinz House. 
25. Frank S. Betz Mansion - Mrs. Betz was active in the church and 
he gave the lot the church mow stands on. 
26. Tom Hammond House, Warren and Hohman. 
27. Walter Hammond House, Mason and Hohman a 
28. Judge Ibach House, Ruth and Hohman 
29. Gostlin House, white bricks set in red morter. 
30. Deming House, Walthem Street. 


Warren Reeder reported $611.03 in the treasury and announced that 
Win Stracke, a midwestern folksinger, had been engaged for the annual 
meeting on May 9. The meef®ing adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted 


Marjorie Sohl, Secretary 


HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


ATTENDANCE - November 29, 1966 


Name 


Walter A. Bell 
Joseph Piekarcezyk 
Arthur J. Weiss 
Charlotte Kasten 
Grace Parker 
Florence Cleveland 
Marj J. Ruch 
Caroline Hohman 
Christine Zaher 
Elsie Marx 

Marie C. Wilhelm 
Robert E. Wilhelm 
Mr. & Mrs. John Wilhelm 
Mary R. Peters 
Katherine Williams 
Kurt C. Marx 
Delbert F. Purkey 
Warren A. Reeder 
Helen Woods 
Marjorie Sohl 


ADDRESS 


237 Highland Street, Hammond 
6638 Carolina Avenue, Hammond 
25 Walthem Street, Hammond 
231 Adelaide Place, Munster 
7523 Olcott Avenue, Hammond 
640 - 165th Street, Hammond 
516 Waltham Street, Hammond 
54 Ruth Street, Hammond 
Parrish Avenue, Hammond 
Henry Avenue, Hammond 
Park Place, Hammond 
Park Place, Hammond 
Hohman Avenue, Hammond 
Meadowlane, Munster 
Lyons Street, Hammond 
Henry Avenue, Hammond 
Lyman Avenue, Hammond 
36 Glendale Park, Hammond 


5615 Sohl Avenue, Hammond 


MINUTES OF THE HAMMOND. HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 


Monday, February 13, 196% 


The meeting of the Hammond Historical Society was called to order 
by the president, Mrs. H.H. Wilson, st 7:40 p.m. at the First Presby- 
terian Church Chapel on Monday, February 13, 1967. A roll call sheet 
which was passed indicated 14 members present. Minutes of the Nov. 29 
meeting were read and corrected. Treasurer Warren Reeder reported a 
balance on hand of $669.03. He also reported receipt of a picture from 
Delbert Purkey of the four corners at State end Hohmen teken in 1884. . 
Member Joe Piekarczyk was reported in the hospital for an operation 
from which he expected to be confined for at least seven weeks. 


Mrs. Wilson outlined two possible tours to be considered for 
this summer: 1. a two hour tour to Hast Gary and historical sites in 
that area including Old Lake Station, an old foundry and the first 
court house in Lake County; 2. a trip to the George Ade Home near Kent- 
land, Indiana. She announced the annual meeting being planned for May 
9th at Temple Beth-El with Win Stracke, the midwestern folksinger, as 
the main feature. The next meeting was announced for March 21st with 
Roseoe Hemstock as the speseker. 


Mr. Irving Chayken, the speaker for the evéning was introduced. 
For over sn hour, he kept us enthralled with his reminiscences of his 
life as it related to Hammond. He was born in Russia and came to this 
country when about 9. His parents were brought to New York from Russia 
by the Jewish Emigrant Society. His father, a shoemaker, was a year 
and a half getting from London to New York and his mother came a few 
years later. .The family was held up in England when a sister got scarlet 
fever. They came to this area because his mother's sister lived in 
Whiting. When he was 10 years old, his father opened a store in West 
Hammond at 717 State Line. At this time, immigrant trains were arriving 
in Hammond on the Erie almost every morning. He served as a contact 
man, what we today would call a guide or messenger, for the foreign 
speaking arrivals. 


At this point, Mr. Chayken interjected the information that the 
Conkey .Company came to Hammond and one offer which brought them here 
was the agreement with the city to supply them with free water which, 
he said, still holds true today. 


At the time the U.S. went into World War I, Mr. Chayken was sports 
editor of the Hammond Times. He wanted to go to Europe to see Russia 
so he enlisted with the entire class of 1917 from Hammond High School. 
He had his first jewelry transactions at this time when he sold some 
watches at a profit to some of his barricksmates sat Columbus, Ohio. 

He finally got transferred to the field artillery to get to Europe 
sooner. He found Germany on the verge of starvation end for Thanks~ 
giving ate the first bacon he had in his life. 


He worked for the Associated Press in Burope for six months after 
his discharge. Then, in 1918, he returned to Hammond and with the fin- 
ancial backing of Charles B. Taft, the son of President Taft whom he 
met in the service, he backed the Hammond Professional Football team 
and took it to the Cub's park to play. Players like George Halis and 
Jim Thorpe were paid $75 a game to play. The league was given up in 
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1921 because of lack of support. 8800 was the largest crowd before 
which they ever played. 


He married Ruth Greenwald, 2 daughter of the pioneer furniture 
store owner, Greenwald Furniture, which came tg Hammond from Chicego. 
He purchased the Armstrong Jewelry Store from Ass Roebuck who founded 
it 82 years ago, the first jewelry store in Hammond. This is also the 
same Roebuck who joined with Sears to form the first mail order house 
in the U.S. 


Mr. Chayken got into politics when he was made deputy county 
collector, his job being responsible for collection of delinquent taxes. 
He made his profit by short changing the county treasurer on what he 
collected. Mr. Chayken was on the Hammond Park Board when the Hammond 
Civic Center was built, and he was instramental in buying the land for 
the park board from the Erie Railroad for #37,000 when the Brie had 
asked $100,000 for it. It was at times referred to as “Chayken's Folly" 
when it was said to be unsafe. 


Closing on a modern note, Mr. Chayken expressed regret at the 
ownership of the local newspaper passing to out-of-town interests and 
the consequent cancelling of coverage of local meetings. Of the 
railroads, he expressed fear that if pressed for elevation, they may 
reroute their lines out of Hammond and Hammond could suffer the fate 
of Michigan City, a city once larger than Chicago. 


The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m. with Mr. Chaykenktt 11 answering 
personal questions and telling stories as he left. 


Respectfully submitted, 
=, a. 
JES? 


<s 
Marjorie Sohl, Secretary 
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HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


ATTENDANCE - February 13, 1967 


NAME 

Walter A. Bell 
Irving Chayken 

H. H. Wilson 
Warren Reeder 

Nina Cravens 
Florence Cleveland 
Florence Allman 
Mary R. Peters 
Elsie Marx 
Katherine Williams 
Edward B. Hayward? 
Kurt Marx 

Mrs. H. H. Wilson 
Marjorie Sohl 


7648 
8229 


237 Highland Street, Hammond 


Hohman Avenue, Munster 
Parkview, Munster 


30 Glendale Park, Hemmond 
423 Florence Street, Hammond 
640 - 165th Street, Hammond 
239 - 169th Street, Hammond 


8119 
4725 
1111 
6708 
4725 
8229 
5615 


Meedowlane, Munster 
Henry Avenue, Hammond 
Lyons Street, Hammond 
Madison Avenue, Hammond 
Henry Avenue, Hammond 
Parkview, Munster 

Sohl Avenue, Hammond 


MINUTES OF THE HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 


Tuesday, March 21, 1967 


The meeting of the Hemmond Historical Society was called to order 
by the president, Mrs. H. H. Wilson, at 8 p.m. on Tuesday, March 21, 
1967 in Room 108 at Hammond Tech. A roll call sheet which wes passed 
indicated 13 members present. Minutes of the February 13th meeting 
were read and approved. wopees 


Tickets to the annual dinner m May 9th featuring mid-western 
folksinger Win Stracke were made av: ble through Marjorie Sohl at 
$2.85 each. The next meeting was ar anced to be Tuesday, April llth 
in Room 108 at Hammond Tech. Esch person attending will be given an 


opportunity to talk about something offearly Hammond which he remembers. 


The program as originally announced with Roscoe Hemstock as the 
speaker had to be postponed. In its place, Mr. John Wilhelm had ob- 
tained from the State Library some of the films from the Coburn col- 
lection on early Indiana. "Speedway" was a film history of the first 
"Indianapolis 500" Speedway race in 1911, won by Harroun at a speed of 
74.5 miles per hour. "Notable people and events of Indiana" recorded 
on film the visits to Indianapolis of such notables as James Whitcomb 
Riley, Charles Evans Hughes, the G.A.R. National Encampment in 1921 
and an evolution of the street car. "World War I" included pictures 
of Fort Benjamin Harrison, Marshall Jaffe's visit, Douglas Fairbank's 
visit to sell war bonds, the Armistice Day celebration and the parade 
and picnic to welcome home the soldiers. It concluded with pictures of 
the building of the war memorial and General Pershing's cornerstone 
laying. 


Warren Reeder presented the premier performance of the new sound- 
slide film on which he and Mr. Wilhelm have been working with a Chicago 
firm. "This is Hammond" is an excellant collection of pictures of 
Hammond, early and current, presenting Hammond's history as a heritage 
of which the modern Hammond may well be proud. The recorded commentary 
geared to the film strip is read by Warren Reeder. This is a production 
for which Mr. Reeder and Mr. Wilhelm can well be proud and it should 
enjoy wide usage in presenting Hammond, both locally and to outside 
groups. 


The meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 


Marjofie Sohl, Secretary 


HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


ATTENDANCE - Tuesday, March 21, 1967 


Mrs. H. H. Wilson 
C.P. Welty 

John F. Wilhelm 
Ethel Wilhelm 
Florence Cleveland 
Georgia Barnett 
Ann Stevesand 
Charlotte Kasten 
Elsie Marx 

Kurt Cc. Marx 
Robert E. Spiker 
Warren Reeder 
Marjorie Sohl 


ADDRESS 


8229 Park View Avenue, Munster 
3818 Torrence Avenue, Hammond 
6346 Hohman Avenue, Hammond 
6346 Hohman Avenue, Hammond 
640 - 165th Street, Hemmond 
2434 Mertha Street, Hammond 
918 Summer Blvd, Hammond 

231 Adelaide Place, Munster 
4725 Henry Avenue, Hammond 
4725 Henry Avenue, Hammond 
236 Dyer Blvd, Hammond 

30 Glendale Park, Hammond 
5615 Sohl Avenue, Hammond 


MINUTES OF THE HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 


Tuesday, April 11, 1967 


The meeting of the Hammond Historical Society was called to order 
by thepresident, Mrs. H. H. Wilson at 7:45 p.m. on Tuesday, April 11, 
1967 in room 108 at Hammond Tech. A roll call sheet which was passed 
indicated 15 members present. Minutes of the March 21 meeting were 
read and approved. 


Warren Reeder, treasurer, reported a balance of $670.26. He 
announced the recent receipt for the society of many papers and pictures 
from Anna Emery. He had a few of them along for examination and 
identification. Members were encouraged to purchase tickets to the 
_ annual dinner May 9, from Marjorie Sohl. 


The program for the evening consisted of each member presenting 
a three minute comment on something he remembered from early Hammond. 


Walter Bell started off with his story of how he became so good 
looking. He remembered the parade of maids through their home during 
his youth and the afternoon visits to the home of one of these former 
maids, Gustie Heller, who lived on a farm in Calumet City (West 
Hammond, then). Here they were given a glass of fresh gosts milk on 
each visit--the secret of good looks. 


John Wilhelm read some exerpts from the booklet of his remembering 
thet he and his wife have prepared for their children and grand- 
children. He remembered the early comments on his curly hair and how 
he should have been a girl. He remembered his mother starting him in 
Sunday School at the Presbyterian Church in the fall of 1910 which was 
the beginning of a 56 year record of perfect attendance, still in 
progress... He recalled his mother's direction of a play-at the church 
in 1915--the play which never was presented, because the church burned 
down on the very day of the scheduled presentation. Then he recalled 
the building of the new church and attendance at the first wedding in 
the new church, that of Donald Gavit and Helen Stout. 


Warren Reeder, born in Hammond, moved to Pennsylvania and back 
to Hammond at an early age, remembered especially the parades of the 
day and how flags were carried horizonially so people could toss money 
into them. Ag any boy then, he wondered what they would do with all 
thet money. He remembered riding streetcars to the "five points" and 
how the drivers would let them run free near the end of the run while 
they busied themselves with cleaning up the car. 


Mrs. Norman Allen remembered the area she lived inyvnear 165th and 
Calumet. She remembered a11 there was between her home and the river 
was a little red school house at 173rd and Calumet. Calumet was a two 
lene wagon track lined with big trees. In the nearby Bergner Woods, 

Her family gathered wood eften school for use during the next winter. 
She remembered traveling by street car or walking to school from this 
area, first to Wallace, then to Washington, sand later to Central school. 
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Mrs. H. E. Hoyles, the former Helen Stalley, recalled her being 
born and raised on Rimbach street and how all the generations of 
children played together, there. She remembered how in her youth a 
journey to Crown Point was long enough to have to take a lunch along. 
Her mother had six girls and always had a lunch for all the children 
when they played together. 


Mrs. Roscoe Woods suggested John Wilhelm add to his memories that 
his mother and father gave a wonderful grand piano to the Presbyterian 
Church. She was studying music at that time and was so impressed 
by that gift. This Straube piano was salvaged from the fire and is 
still in use. She recalled how the Woodmar subdivision was started-- 
how she went with her husband and visited with the women while her 
husband talked business with the men and bought up the land a farm or | 
few lots at a time. Joseph L. Crane helped him plan the layout of the 
area, with part of it restricte@ to substantial brick houses. Golf 
experts layed out the golf course to the south part, developed the 
central part, and left the fringe edges for smaller homes. The name 
Woodmar was a combination of the names of the developers, Roscoe Woods 
and Frank Martin. 


Mr. Norman Allen was born in East Chicago and moved to Hammond 
in 1920. He remembered taking the street car or bicycling to Hammond 
_to buy clothes. 


Mrs. Elsie Marx recalled the years when she and her sisters were 
secretaries to Irving K. Scott, locsl head of the Boy Scouts for many 
years, during which time Frank S. Betz donated Camp Betz to the scouts. 


Ann Stevesand recalled that her parents lived here at the time of 
the packing house fire. She said her father bought the home where she 
now lives at 918 Summer in 1893 for what she now pays in taxes. Her 
father worked for John Fitzgerald cooking mash at Ried Murdock's 
distillery. 


Charlotte Kasten recalled when her family moved to their home on 
Drackert Street from central Hemmond there were only a few houses on 
" the street and virgin woodland beyond their yard. When she left there 
in 1950 it was completely built up. 


Mrs. Parker reported her first recollections of Hammond were a 
school where the Calumet National Bank stands and attendance at a wed- 
ding at the Methodist Church behind it. Having lived for many years 
in the area being cleared out for urban renewal, she is well aware of 
the many changes taking place in Hammond. 


Mrs. Wilson came to Hammond in 1921 and recalled the ice wagons 
that were a familiar sight on the street then. Haenel's Ice Company 
was reported to be the first such company to use artifically made ice 
because the lake ice was not clean. One bought gas and oil from 
traveling wagons then. There were no filling stations. 


The meeting edjourned at 9:30 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 


— a Pp 
ju Seb __ 
Mar ie Sohl, Secretary 


HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


ATTENDANCE -,TUSSDAY, APRIL 11, 1967 


NAME 


Mrs. H. Wilson 

Mr. H. E. Hoyles 
Mrs. H. E. Hoyles 
Mrs. Roscoe E. Woods 
Walter R. Bell 

Mrs. Grace Parker 
Miss Charlotte Kasten 
Mrs. Ann Stevesand 
Mrs. Elsie Marx 

Mrs. Norman Allen 
Norman Allen 

John F. Wilhelm 

Kurt Marx 

Warren Reeder 
Marjorie Sohl 


ADDRESS 


8229 Park View Avenue, Munster 

1156 Wilcox Street, Hammond 

1156 Wilcox Street, Hammond 

7531 Maplewood Avenue, Hammond 

237 Highland Street, Hammond 

7523 Olcott Avenue, Hammond 

231 Adelaide Place, Munster 

918 Summer Blvd, Hammond 

4725 Henry Avenue, Hammond 

7051 Knickerbocker Parkway, Hammond 
7051:Knickerbocker Parkway, Hammond 
6346 Hohman Avenue, Hammond 

4725\ Henry Avenue, Hammond 

30 Glendale Park, Hemmond 

5615 Sohl Avenue, Hammond 


THE HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY [agen 
April 29, 1967 ‘ 


Dear Members and Friends:- 

Time to call your attention again to our 7th annual meeting! 

This time our hosts will be Temple Beth-E1, located at 6947 Hohman Ave. 
on the southside. Following our usual custom, Rabbi Ulrich B. Steuer will 
present a history of the congregation, which, incidentally, has its roots 
deep in the history of Hammond. 

Our stellar attraction will be the inimitable Win Stracke, a one man 
band if we ever saw one. You never know when you will see Win next. One 
Sunday morning we picked up the paper to find an article on "How I Lost 30 
Pounds", The next time we saw him -- sure enough, he had. Then we saw 
next some sort of ad on Chicago and there was Win, paddling a canoe down the 
Chicago River, bellowing out lustily and amazing office occupants in the tall 
buildings in the Loop. The TV cameras made it look like a pioneer was coming 
back home. 

Indiana is home to Win, in some ways. He has a sister living in Cedar 
Lakes he still has fond memories of his 150 mile bicycle tour of our state 
many moons agoe 

Founder_of THE OLD TOWN SCHOOL OF FOLK MUSIC, he enjoys a national repu= | 
tation, appearing many times in classical concerts and as soloist with the 
Chicago, Grant Park and the Women's Symphony Orchestras. He has also been on 
"The Garroway Show" and the "National Barn Dance" 

Fondly known as "Chicago's minstrel", Win scorns the honors and confesses 
his greatest pleasure is to take guitar in hand, dig into his bulging song 
bag and share with his listeners the experience of singing these wonderful 
songs which reflect the lives and aspirations of people everywhere. 

The dinner will be served smorgasbord style. The cost is $2.85 per plate. 

The time: Tuesday evening, May 9th, 1967, at 6:30 p.m. 

The nominating commitee through John Wilhelm will present its report and 
thane will also be other reports of importance. 

Reservations, of course, are necessary. Will you use the enclosed 
attached coupon? Call WE 2-0400 or WE 1-5100, Marjorie Sohl, if you have 
any questions. 

(Cut along this line and mail) 


Miss Marjorie Sohl, Secretary, Hammond Historical Society 
ef o Hammond Public Library, 5011 Hohman Avenue, Hammond, Indiana 


I enclose $ for. __ reservations at $2.85 each for the 7th 
Annual Meeting of the Society on May 9th, 1967 at 6:30 p.m. at Temple Beth-El, 


6947 Hohman Avenue, Hammond. VAIS ere eee ee o ee 
ADDRESS 3: 


PHONE: _ = 


Gite air ae 
Steuer to Give | 
Temple History — 
HAMMOND—The seventh an- 
nual meeting of the Hammond 

‘Historical Society will be at 
6:30 tonight in Temple Beth-El, 
6947 Hohman Ave. 

Rabbi Ulrich B. Steuer will 
give a history of the congre- 
gation. 

Entertainment will include 
folk-singer Win Stracke, of Chi- 
cago. } 
| There will be a smorgasbord 
dinner. 


Fri., May 5, 1967 D-13 


ss THE HAMMOND TIMES 


lcfiple Story 


‘Beth-El Temple, 6947 Hohman|spiritual leader of the Jewish 
Ege: will be presented Tues-/Reform congregation. 


Rabbi Steuer’s discus- 
sion will be under auspices of 
the Hammond Historical Soci- 
ety which will hold its seventh 
annual dinner meeting at 6:30 
p.m, in the Temple social cen- 
ter. 

Entertainment will be by 
William Stracke, a folk sing- 
er of Chicago. 

He has appeared as a soloist 
with the Chicago Grant Park 
outdoor concerts. He has been 
Lon radio and television. 
| Beth-El Temple is built on a 


HAMMOND — A history ofjday by Rabbi Ulrick B. Steuer,|plot of ground nearly four 


Slated 


acres in size. 

Rabbi Steuer will describe 
the various facilities which in- 
clude a social center and a 
kitchen, in addition to the tem- 
ple sanctuary. 

A history of the eight church 
school classrooms, the rabbi’s 
study and the secreterial of- 
fices will be given. 

Congregation of Temple 
Beth-El for 30 years wor- 
shipped in a building at 5820 
Hohman Ave. It was formerly 
the home of W. B. Conkey. 

John Wilhelm, president, 
will present an annual report 
of the historical society. 


[Bay 


MINUTES CF THE EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
HAMMOND.HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
Tuesday, May 9, 1967 


The eighth annual meeting of the Hammond Historical Society, Inc. 
was held as a dinner meeting at the Beth-El Temple, 6947 Hohman Ave, 
Hammond, on Tuesday, Mey 9, 1967. A buffet dinner was catered at 
6:30 p.m. Fifty-five members attended. 


Mr. Warren Reeder presided in the absence of the president, 
Mrs. Harry Wilson who was vacationing in South America. Minutes of 
the last annual meeting, May 16, 1966, were read and accepted. Mr. 
Reeder announced that copies of the booklet prepared by the society 
were available at the table at the rear of the room for $1.00 and that 
also dues for the past and coming year were payable there. He reported 
the completion of plans for the annual bus tour. This year's tour 
will be to the George Ade Home near Brook, Indisna, on Sunday, June 25th, 
leaving Waltham and Hohman at 1:30 snd returning about 5:30 p.m. The 
cost will be $2.00 per person. 


Mr. Lester Ottenheimer, a member of the host church and attending 
the meeting, presented the society with a brick from the old Central 
School which he admitted having stolen from the building when the 
building was moved to Russell Street from its original location on 
Hohman Avenue about 70 years ago. He'had preserved it through the 
yearg and now gave it to the society to add to its historical collection. 


iA meeting of the East Chicago Historical Society was announced 
for Thursday, May 25th at the Indiana Harbor Boat Club. 


Mr. John Wilhelm had served as chairman of the nominating commit- 
tee but since he was vacationing in Europe, the following report of the 
committee was read by George Nelson: 


' President: Mr. Walter Bell 

‘lst Vice President: Mr. Joseph Piekarezyk 
2nd Vice President: Mrs. Norman Allen 
Secretary: Miss Marjorie Sohl 
Treasurer: Mr. Warren A. Reeder 


Directors, Term Expiring in May, 1971 
Mr. Normen Allen 
Mr. Henry Reissig 
Mrs. Josephine Rowe 
Miss Charlotte Kasten 
Mrs. Ann Stevesand 
Mr. Kurt Marx 
No nominations were presented from the floor so a motion declared the 
slate..elected by acclsimation. 


Warren Reeder presented the attached financial report showing 
a balance on hand of $627.41. 


Mr. Ronald Hannock, vice president of Beth-El Temple had made 
the arrengements for the meeting and introduced Rabbi Ulrich B. Steuer, 
who has been the Rabbi for this congregation since 1948 and has served 
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them in two different buildings and seen them through an addition 

to their present building since he came. Rabbi Steuer gave the back- 
ground of the American Jewish Reformed Congregation coming to this 
country from Europe in the 19th century. The local congregation started 
when s group of people met informally in 1903 and organized a school 
for training their children but the formal founding did not occur until 
1911 andthe Jewish section of the Elmwood cemetéry was established in 
1925. The list of charter members and early members of the church 
includes several familiar names to Hemmond's business district, among 
them Charles Arkin, Adolph Helliman, Max Schroeder, Maurice Spitzer, 
Meyer Rubin, Arthur Weiss, Jacob Fox, Mr. Hirsh, Leo Wolfe, Charles 
Kaufman and Abe Ottenheimer. During the early years, the Orthodox 

and Reformed congregations shared the use of a temple on Sibley Street. 
In 1923 Beth-Hl purchased the Conkey residence on Hohman where they 
met until the present.Temple was built and dedicated in 1955. The 
church has had a very active women's group and youth program. For 
twenty years it housed the Hammond Open Forum, headed by Arthur Weiss. 
Sixteen programs a year were offered in the series totaling 304 when 
it ended. Outstanding speakers in all fields were brought to the 
community in the forum. Church members have always been very active 
community members. 


Folk singer Win Stracke had been scheduled as the program for the 
evening. However he became ill and sent in his place Miss Valucia, 
a Brazilian recording artist from the Old Town School of Music with 
which he is associated. She presented 9 delightful variety of folk 
songs with actions and group participation. 


The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m. and members of the host church 
took the group on a tour of their church and educational building. 
Their pictorial record of their church presidents was noted to be a 
valuable historieé collection of prominent Hsmmond citizens. 


Respectfully submitted, 
a 
1 a a 


Marjerie Sohl, Secretary 


‘a 


REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
1967-1968 


President: Mr. Walter Bell, 237 Highland Street, Hammond 


ist Vice President: Mr. Joseph Piekarczyk, 6638 Carolina Avenue, Hammond 
2nd Vice President: Mrs. Norman Allen, 7051 Knickerbocker, Hammond 


Secrstary: Miss Marjorie Sohl, 5615 Sohl Avenue, Hammond 
Treasurer: Warren A. Reeder, 30 Glendale Park, Hammond 


DIRECTORS - Term Expiring May, 1971 


Mr. Norman Allen, 7051 Knickerbocker, Hammond 

Mr. Henry Reissig, 836 May Street, Hammond 

Mrs. Josephine Rowe, 6706 Hohman Avenue, Hammond 
Miss Charlotte Kasten, 317 Sunnyside Avenue, Munster 
Mrs. Amn Stevesand, 918 Summer Street, Hammond 

Mr. Kurt Marx, 4725 Henry Avenue, Mammpeee HAM ing m0 


Nominating Committee 


John F, Wilhelm, Chairman 


£34) 


OFFICERS 


\ +. Mary R. Peters 
PRESIDENT 
Mrs. Harry H. Wilson 
1ST VICE PRES. 
Henry J. Schmueser 
2ND VICE PRES. 
Henry 0. Reissig 
3RD VICE PRES. 


BALANCE ON HAND 4-31-66 


THE 
HAMMOND 


re 


HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


FINANCIAL REPORT 4-31-66 to 4-31-67 


INCOME : 


DeOSciwis.ctccce$2l8.00 
Donations.... 23.05 
Bus Tour.....0. 43.75 


Sesq. License 


Miss Marjorie Soh] plates.....+ 63.00 
SECRETARY 
Warren A. Reeder 
TREASURER EXPENSES : 
Stationery Supplies $ 51.60 
DIRECTORS Postage 39-50 
Banquet Tickets 17.00 
Miss Georgia Barnett Banquet Cost 118.00 
Walter A. Bell Special imprinting 2.00 
Mrs. Fred W. Carter Advertising - sign 46.30 
Henry C. Fehlberg 9.75 
Mrs. Marie M. Hanlon Bus Tour 51.55 
Mrs. Bertha Kleihege Telephone 4.73 
E. Clarence Minas Equipment: 
Edward C. Minas [11 Key 2.96 
Mrs. Lida M. Owen Megaphone rental 7.65 


Miss Mildred Peehl 
Mrs. Anna B. Perry 
Joseph Piekarezyk 
Delbert L. Purkey 
Elmer Rose 

Mrs. P. Q. Row 

Mrs. Rose K. Scherer 
Miss Frances Taylor 
“es, Ruth B. Whitman 
suefty He Wilson 

Mrs. Roscoe E. Woods 


BALANCE ON HAND 4-31-67. ..eseeeeee 


Megaphone purchase 30.20 


H.H.S.L.H. Booklet 1.00 
Gen. Service Adm. (HCRE) 2.50 


Secretary of State 1.00 
Honorariun 15.00 


See eer eceresecccsssvecccessecerces 


eee esorecvecsscecsce 


$ 680.35 


Total: $347.80 


Total: $400.74 


HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


ATTENDANCE - Tuesday, May 9, 1967 


NAME 


Hope HE. McKinney 

Mrs. Roscoe E. Woods 
Walter. A. Bell 

Warren A. Reeder 

Rabbi Ulrich B. Steuer 
Ronald Hanock 


Joseph M. Piekarezyk, Sr. 


G. H. Nelson 
Barbara Nelson 

Mrs. N.V. Owen 

Haina & Myra Speaker 
Edith R. Burhans 

G. Max Skinner 

Mrs. Emma Hausknecht 
Mrs. .Antona Hickman 
Charlotte Kasten 
Mrs. Ann Stevesand 
Mrs. Alma Rohde 
Mrs. Grace Parker 
Irwin Chayken 

Ruth Chayken 

Paul Piekarcezyk 
Florence Allman 
Mary J. Ruch 
Florence Cleveland 
Caroline Daugherty 
Alice G. Fuzy 

Joyce A. Sovinski 
Caroline Hohman 
Phyllis Hartmann 
Sophie Chintis 

Mrs, G. W. Cravens 
Ruth K. Hayward 
Edward B. Hayward 
Dollie K. Bower 
Hildegarde Reinstein 
Marjorie Hanock 
Joyce Radbel 

Fern L. Garrett 
Irene Krizman 

Mary R. Peters 

Rose Engleton 

Elsie Marx 

Kurt Marx 

Lester A. Ottenheimer 
Christine Zaher 
William Zaher 


ADDRESS 


7531 Maplewood Avenue, Hammond 
7531 Maplewood Avenue, Hammond 
237 Highland Street, Hammond 
30 Glendale Park, Hammond 

6749 Hohman Avenue, Hammond 
231 Briar Lane, Munster 

6638 Carolina Avenue, Hammond 
3431 - 41st Street, Highland 
3431 - 41st Street, Highland 
440 Highland Street, Hammond 
Richmond, Illinois 

5937 Park Place, Hammond 


8633 Greenwood Avenue, Munster 


835 Morris Street, Hammond 
1253 North Drive, Hammond 

231 Adelaide Place, Munster 
918 Summer Blvd, Hammond 

7042 Kennedy Avenue, Hammond 
7523 Olcott Avenue, Hammond 
7648 Hohman Avenue, Munster 
7648 Hohman Avenue, Munster 
6638 Carolina Avenue, Hammond 
239 - 169th Street, Hammond 
516 Waltham Street, Hammond 
640 - 165th Street, Hammond 
7022 Jackson Street, Hammond 
6555 Forest Avenue, Hammond 
6331 Madison Avenue, Hammond 
54 Ruth Street, Hammond 

73844 Chestnut Avenue, Hammond 
610 - 165th Street, Hammond 
423 Florence Street, Hammond 
6708 Madison Avenue, Hammond 
6708 Madison Avenue, Hammond 
517 - 165th Street, Hammond 
8130 Meadow Lane, Munster 

231 Briar Lane, Munster 

216 Lawndale Street, Hammond 
246 Fernwood Street, Hammond 
230 Hollywood Avenue, Munster 
8119 Meadow Lane, Munster 
8119 Meadow! Lane, Munster 
4725 Henry Avenue, Hammond 
4725 Henry Avenue, Hammond 
4329 Baring Avenue, East Chicago 
6812 Parrish Avenue, Hammond 
6812 Parrish Avenue, Hammond 


HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


ATTENDANCE - Tuesday, May 9, 1967 


NAME ADDRESS 

Mrs. Jat B. Huck 7133 S. Hohman Avenue, Hammond | 
irs. Athol Mercus 103 Highland Street, Calumet City | 
Mrs. Norman Allen, 7972 feker? “7051 Knickerbocker Pkwy, Hammond 

Norman Allen 7051 Knickerbocker Pkwy, Hammond 

Delbert L. Purkey 7114 Lyman Avenue, Hammond 

Constance E. Purkey 7114 Lyman Avenue, Hammond 


Marjorie Sohl 5615 Sohl Avenue, Hammond 


Ls 


al ac cantale apie ia: ae eape spina COUS “ALONE thts Tens and Ms TT 


HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY ANNUAL TOUR #7 
9 
Dear Friends:- . 67] 

Ever since we heard John Funk talk about the George Ade home down at 
Brook a year ago there have been a number of our members suggesting that 
we take a tour down there. 

Your president, Mrs. Wilson, wasn't so certain that we could strike 
up enough interest but when we polled the group we found we were wrong: 

a healthy percentage were in favor of it. (By the way, Mrs. Wilson had 
even worked out a tour of East Gary, Liverpool, etc.e,; just in case» This 
we're putting on ice for a future time. 

We wrote John Funk back in April and he gave us our choice of a Sun. 
day in June to "come on down". We chose June 25th, the last Sunday. 

To quote from his letter: ‘We plan our historical society holding 
an informal reception with light refreshments for your group on the Sun- 
day of your choosing. We will finalize these plans as soon as we hear 
from youe We have made several fine improvements at the Ade Home and will 
be delighted to show them to you.” 

George Ade, just to refresh your memory, was an American playwright 
and humorist, graduate of Purdue (not all of their grads turn into engi- 
neers, it seems) and a bachelor. In fact, he wrote a book "Single Bles- 
sedness""in 1922. Several of his plays were on Broadway and some of his 
productions were also turned out in Hollywood. 

He always loved his old home town area of Kentland and while there is 
a small town north of Kentland (on #41) named after him, he chose the Brook 
area in which to build his dream mansion. 

Ladies: want to see what a bachelor’s idea of a home should be? Come 
on the tour and you'll find out. 

Our bus will leave Sunday afternoon, June 25th from our usual spot, 
in front of the Board of Education Buildihg, 5935 Hohman Avenue, at the 
corner of Waltham and Hohman, south end of ‘Harrison Park. Departure time 
is 1:30 pem. ; 

Fare: $2 per person. We're going further this time and the bus cost 
is higher. Room for 50 but about 12 advance reservations have been made 


for one of the guilds of St. Margaret's Hospital already. Use the coupon! 


Miss Marjorie Sohl, Secretary Hammond Historical Society 
c/o Hammond Public Library 
5011 Hohman Avenue, Hammond, Indiana 
I enclose $ for reservations for the Historical Society 


Tour on June 25th. I'm marking my calendar also now. Will be at 5935 
Hohman Avenue at 1:30 p.m. on that date. 


Name: Address Phone No. 


HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY TOUR 


Sundey, June 25, 1967 


Marjorie Sohl 
Florence Allman 
Charlotte Kasten 
Grace Parker 

Ann Stevesand 
Alma Rohde 
Warren Reeder 
Mary Ruch 

Clara Louise Myers 
Walter Bell 

Lida Owen 

Bdith Burhans 
Alice Fuzy 

Mrs. H.H. Wilson 
John WilHelm 
Walter P. Gooley 
Edward B. Hayward 
Virginia Kicho 
Angeline Grimberg 
Elfrieda Bock 
Susan Dawson 
Mrs. Lenhoff 
Rose Engleton 
Dorothy Leydet 
Alex Miller 
Rosemary Miller 
Mrs. Messima 
Anna Mund 

Mary R. Peters 
Agmes Schrier 

Cc. Schwersthal 
Mrs. Termini 
Debbie Eeehs 
Mrs. Wassey 

Mary Webber 

Mary Badey 

Miss Touey 


GEORG? ADE HOME 


lel ele oll el ll oe ee nr Lon ee ater nine nner ere) 
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f Newton ee Historica Society: Mrs, Louise 
loyd Arbuckle, Lake Village; Mrs, War= 

hn R, Funk, Kentland, : ii 
hoto aby Newton County Historical Society 


July 10, 1967 


Dear Friends: 
C92) 


On our very successful bus tour of recent date to the George Ade Home 
we had as our guests a number of the Senior Citizens Council of Ste Joseph's 
Church. The two groups enjoyed one another and now they would like to reci- 
procate and have invited us to share one of their tours. 

One July 22nd, (Saturday) they have chartered an air-conditioned bus 
for a tour to historic Starved Rock State Park in Illinois. 

They will Leave the St. Joe parking Lot, just $ block west of Hohman 
avenue, at 9 aom. and return at approximately 8 p.m. You may bring your own 
luncheon = or purchase at the park restaurant what you desire. There will be 
a rest stop at the halfway mark, both coming and going. Your car can be left 
in the St. Joe parking lot safely during the day. 

Marquette and Joliett, both familiar names about our area, stopped at 
this great Indian village on the north bank of the Illinois River at the 
same time they were exploring the Calumet - in 1673. seared Rock is rich in 
Indian lore ~ several mounds are visible there - some recently excavated. 


Weather permitting, a short boat excursion is possible up the Illinois River, 


viewing the area from the waterside. ~~ 
The cost is $3.50 per person. Reservations are to be made through Mary 

Peters, one of our former presidents, and a member of the St. Joe Council also. 

Her number is TE 6-8941 in case you have any questions. Use the coupon below 


=« and do so early as possible, as accomodations are limited. 


«« THE HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Meee Gemee ne te os Notte one Lk nesand Mall) sae lniem cag nee et 


ong line a 


Mrs, Mary Peters 
8119 Meadew: Lane Ave. 
Munster, Indiana 
Dear Mrs. Peterss 


Enclosed, please find for 


reservations on the 
tour to Starved Rock on July 22nd, 9 a-m. to 8 pem. My calendar is 


marked and I?ll be at the St. Joe. parking lot on time. 


Name 


yAddress 


_ Phone number 


a Oe eee Se Pa ee ee ee eee 
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
August 8, 1967 


The Board of Directors of the Hemmond Historicel Society , Inc. 
met at 7:30 p.m. at the Harrison Park Branch of the Hammond Public 
Library on Tuesday, August 8, 1967. Fourteen attended the meeting. 


The president, Walter Bell, outlined the programs planned for 
the year: Monday, Oct. 23, Mr. Edward Hayward, speaking on the history 
of the Hammond Public Library and meeting at and touring the new main 
library building; Tuesday, Nov. 28, Mr. Lester Ottenheimer of Hast Chicago, 
meeting at Harrison Park Branch Library; Monday, Feb. 5, Charles Bom- 
berger speaking on the legal lights of Hammond, meeting at the Hoosier 
State Bank Branch on Hohman; Tuesday, March 26, Mr. Winthrop Taylor 
from the Taylor Chain Company, speaking at the north side branch of the 
Hoosier Bank at 142nd and Calumet; Tuesday, May 14, the annual meeting, 
if possible, at St. John's Luthern Church on the north side with Mr. 
Cc. A. Caniff of Indianapolis speaking on how Indiana was built and how 
it became the size and shape it is. 


Ideas for the future were asked for in case any of the planned 
programs do not materialize. Some suggestions were: Walter MacNary and 
the story of the Masonic Lodge; Tim Gslvin andthe story of theKk of ¢ 
Lodge; Dr. Powell Moore's early life or his history of the Indiana 
University Extension, his current work; Florence Cleveland's story of 
her family, the Hemmonds. 


Suggestions for future activities included films on Indiana history, 
and the proposal to try to interest young people in the locel organ- 
ization thru sponsorship in organizing chapters of Little Hoosier Histor- 
ians or Junior Historical Society. Robert Montgomery ofthe State Society 
would come to helporganize four or five chapters. It was suggested we 
work thru one school to establish a pilot group oriinvite one class 
from a school to>be special guests at each meeting. Those menhioned 
as likely contacts were Mr. Sluyter at Lafpyette, Larry Stevesand and 
George Nelson at Morton, Helen Hogue at Orchard Drive School and Mr. 
Witham at Gavit. Young people could be encouraged to interview and 

record stories of old timers, even their own parents stories, to write 
“ to out-of-town people, or to research information on some incident of 
interest thru the newspaper accounts of it. This kindof program needs 
dedicated teachers tospark the interest of their pupils. It was sug- 
gested we couldwork thru the schools coordinator of social studies, Mr. 
Bernerd Charlet. 


Warren Reeder and John Wilhelm outlined plans for the society*ts 
cooperation with other societies from the county in e display and booth 
at the county fair, Aug. 19-26. The state is providing a tourism ehibit 
and volunteers are needed to staff the booth daily from 10 to 10 to 
answer questions and take memberships. 


Mr. Wilhelm suggested we needed to put down in writing onze magoais 
for thenext years. Suzgestions made included: 
1. 250 members in the next 2 years. 
2. Another paiblication in the next year. 1150 copies have 
been sold of the reprinted Hemmond Daily News ‘Industrial edition and 


costs have been made. _Copies sold now represent the pref. 
3. Help develop a museum room. at the futonk vethite Library 


Minutes - August 8, 1967 - Page 2. 


to make local history meterial available to people. 


Formulate a committee to establish some standards of what 


will go into the Celumet Room. Accept most things but 


reserve the right to use what you can and dispose of the rest. 


150 - 200 junior members in the next 2 years. 

Work on history of West Hammond. 

Encourage people to photograph rapidly disappearing old 

homes and scenes, Isabel andcatalog them. 

Encourage people to will material to the society or hold 
it in trust. 

Try to locate the original notes for the Calumet Region 

Historical Guide, a part of the W.P.A. writing ao aa 

It was thought they indexed the newspaper up to 1936. 

Mr. Ligocki was the 3rd director, abo Mrs. Surprise may 


‘know. 


The teachers organizations have 5 minutes of local news 
at noon on WJOB. Investigate this as an opportunity to 
get locsl history news to the public in the way of spot 
announcenents. 


The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m. 


Respectfully ageai ted 


a Secretary 


roe) 


i ll le it 
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ATTEN 


Welter Bell 

John Wilhelm 
Warren Reeder 
Marjorie Sohl 

Flor Cleveland 
Geor Barnett 


- HH. Wilson 
Kasten 

AY and 

Delbert Purkey 

Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Marx 


beni sein age 


‘Historians’ 
Unit Formed 


HAMMOND — Orchard Drive 
‘Elementary School has ob- 
tained a charter of ‘‘Little 
Hoosier Historians” for the 5th 
‘and 6th grades. 


The group is sponsored by 
the Indiana State Historical So- 
ciety and has received its 
charter. 


Objective is fo study and en- 
courage the gathering of mate- 
rials for local history. 


Guest speakers at the group’s 
first meeting were two former 
‘presidents of the Hammond 
Historical Society, John F. 
Wilhelm and Warren Reeder. 


coy 


MINUTES OF THE HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
Monday, October 23, 1967. 


The meeting of the Hammond Historical Society, Inc. was called 
to order by the president, Walter Bell, at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, . 
October 23, 1967 in the Calumet Room of the new main building ofthe 
Hammond Public Library, 564 State Street, Hammond. This meeting 
was a part of the first day's activities of a week-long dedication 
program for the new library. 


Mr. Bell welcomed the almost overflow crowd to "our" room of 
the new library, anticipating the many historical items which we hope 
will find e home in this room. He appointed each person present as 
a committee of one to spread the news of the society and what it is 
trying to do to preserve local history and let them know that we now 
have a place to preserve materials of historical value. 


Minutes of the annual meeting May 9, 1967 and the Board of 
Director's meeting August 8, 1967 were read and accepted. An 
attendance sheet was passed indicating 47 persons present. 


Mr. Warren Reeder invited anyone needing a ride to the meetings 
to call either Walter Bell or himself and rides would be arranged. 
He announced that he and Mr. John Wilhelm had just last week attended 
the first regular meeting of the newly founded first local chapter 
of the Little Hoosier Historians. This group from the 5th and 6th 
grades at Orchard Drive School has been organized by Miss Helen Hogue, 
principal, and Miss Rosalind Bailey, teacher at the schook, with 
about 70 interested youngsters attending. 


The program for the evening was a history of the Hammond Public 
Library presented by Edward Hayward, Chief Librarian, using a manu- 
script prepared a couple years ago by Florence Allman. A copy of the 
manuscript is now in the properties of the society go will not be 
detailed here. 


Briefly, the library had its roots in the old Shakespeare Club, 
a list of the charter members of whichwas found among the contents of 
the cornerstone of the old library. Rita Ames was the president of 
the club and the plaque dedicated to her which hung in the old library 
now hangs in the Calumet Room. The old library building was built 
in less than a year with fundsdonated by Andrew Carnegie and augmented 
by gifts. The cornerstone was laid Oct. 21, 1904 and the building 
dedicated July 8, 1905. One of the conditions of the Carnegie grant 
was that the city maintain itwith at least $2500 a year, which it has 
faithfully done. Marie Hansen, for whom the Hansen Branch in Hessville 
is named was the first librarian 1904-1906. She returned in 1919 to 
1931 to serve as head of adult services and then was librarian at the 
Hansen Branch until her retirement in 1947. Mrs. Jeanne L. Sawyer, 
for whom Sawyer Branch is named was librarian from 1906 to 1924. She 
was followed by Orlando Davis in 1925; Albert R. Nichols, 1926-1928; 
James A. Howard for 25 years from 1929 to 1954; and Hdward Hayward 
since Aug. 1, 1954. 


Ma 
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MINUTES - Oct. 23, 1967. 


The history detailed the development of the branch system in 
Hammond, the intra-library loan system; and the cooperation with 
the public schools to incorporate public library branches in the 
elementary schools, which was done in five schools, Wilson, Riley, 
Jefferson, Lafayette and Lincoln. 


Library Board minutes ghow that planning for a new main library 
began as far back as Nov. 1943. The biggest problem with many 
heartaches and delays was the finding of a suitable site. Once that 
was settled and the bond issue passed, the actual preparation of the 
sitebnd construction of the building took about 18 months. The library 
has been served by many dedicated staff members, twelve of whom have 
served for over 20 years. 


Attention was called to the materials displayed in the room: 
library materials and society materials on the shelving and the 
contents of the corner stone in the display case. The meeting 
adjourned at 8:40 and the group was then escourted on a tour of the 
new library by Mr. Hayward. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Mar ie Sohl, Secretary 


£99] 


HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


ATTENDANCE - Monday, October 23, 1967 


NAME 


Warren Reeder 

Corene J. Porter 
Arthur Karnes 

Elsie Marx 

Kurt C. Marx 
Charlotte Kasten 
Emma Hausknecht 

Ann Stevesand 

Mrs. John F. Wilhelm 
Ross Towle 

Mrs. George Towle 
Mary Jane Ruch 
Caroline Hohman 
Florence Cleveland 
Mildred Welty 

Robert LaVoie 

Bill Liss 

Margaret Gunderson 
Joann Sharkey 

Ruth K. Hayward 
Nina S. Cravens 

Mary R. Peters 

Rose Engleton 

Ann Lauer 

Mr. & Mrs. RT. Williams 
Mrs. B. Farkas 

Mrs. Vincent Bower 
Mrs. George Daugherty 
Miss Katherine Williams 
Mrs. Christine Zaher 
Mrs. Margaret Moore 
Mrs. Anna Perry 

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Wiker 
Alys Marcus 

Helen Hogue 

Rosalind Bailey 
Florence Allman 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Wilson 
Mrs. H. E. Miner 
Mrs. Alton A. Brooks 
Edith L. Burhans 
Marjorie Sohl 

Edward B. Hayward 
Walter Bell 


ADDRESS 


30 Glendale Park, Hammond 

845 Hoffman Street, Hammond 
817 River Drive, Hammond 

4925 Henry Avenue, Hammond 
4725 Henry Avenue, Hammond 

221 Adelaide Place, Munster 
835 Morris Street, Hammond 
918 Summer Street, Hammond 
6346 Hohman Avenue, Hammond 

42 Chippewa Drive, Thornton, Ill. 
42 Chippewa Drive, Thornton, Ill. 
516 Waltham Street, Hammond 

54 Ruth Street, Hammond 

640 - 165th Street, Hammond 
3818 Torrence Avenue, Hammond 
909 Wilcox Street, Hammond 
1346 Michigan Street, Hammond 
6609 Jefferson Avenue, Hammond 
3728 Blvd. Drive, Highland 
6708 Madison Avenue, Hammond 
423 Florence Street, Hammond 
8119 Meadowlane, Munster 

8119 Meadowlane, Munster 

5945 Hyslop Place, Hammond 
5945 Hyslop Place, Hammond 
5945 Hyslop Place, Hammond 

517 - 165th Street, Hammond 
7022 Jackson Avenue, Hammond 
1111 Lyons Street, Hammond 
6812 Parrish Avenue, Hammond 
257 Doty Street, Hammond 

6238 Van Buren Avenue, Hammond 
6249 Jefferson Avenue, Hammond 
103 Highland Street, Calumet City, Ill. 
242 Oakwood Street, Hammond 
2822 -177th Drive, Hammond 

239 - 169th Street, Hammond 
8229 Park View Avenue, Munster 
8254 Northcote Avenue, Munster 
8148 Meadow Lane, Munster 

5937 Park Place, Hammond 

5615 Sohl Avenue, Hammond 

6708 Madison Avenue, Hammond 
237 Highlend Street, Hammond 


MINUTES OF THE HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
Tuesday, November 28, 1967 


iti, 


The meeting of the Hammond Historical Society, Ine. was called 
to order by the president, Walter Bell, at 7:45 p.m. on Tuesday, 
November 28, 1967 in the Calumet Room of the Hammond Public Library, 
564 State Street, Hammond. Mr. Bell welcomed those present and 
appointed each as a committee of one to invite someone new to the 
next meeting of the Society to be held on February 5, 1968. 


The minutes of the October 23, 1967 meeting were read and 
accepted. An attendance sheet was passed indicating 28 persons 
present. 


The speaker for the evening was Lester Ottenheimer, prominent 
area attorney and member of the Society. He presented his reminis- 
cences with the aid of a scrapbook which hisparents started for him 
at his birth. Hewas born in 1894 about where the revolving doors 
of E.C. Minas’ State Street entrance is now located. His father 
had a furniture store where Millikens is now located. He read from 
newspaper clippings of his being a professional cyclist at three 
years of age for the Oriole Cycle Company and of his fifth birthday 
party. The family moved to Hohman near Carroll and he told of re- 
cently revisiting the house which still stands and seeing the patched 
plaster where his father went thru the kitchen ceiling while repairing 
a leak in the attic. He recalled early Hammond businesses as Jake 
Schloer's Shoe store on State Street and Jerry Brennen's Tea and 
Coffee House where Armstrong's Jewelry Store is now located. He 
spoke of participating in oratorical contests in the Hammond Oprea 
House and showed his report card promotinghim from first grade which 
was signed by school superintendent Bellman. He remembered his 
father fishing from the bridge at Hohman snd the Calumet River on 
his way home from his law office. He recalled the good fish and 
the rare lotus lillies which grew naturally there. Years later, 
when needing a birth certificate, Mr. Ottenheimer discovered his 
birth to be the earliest recorded birth in Hammond as the first 
entry in the oldest book, dated Jan. 6, 1894. His son and grandson 
have followed him to record three generations born in Hammond. 


The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. Receipt was acknowledged 
of some copies of the Hammond High School Dunes from the 1920's 
from Miss Burhans. Thetreasurer, Warren Reeder, reported a balance 
on hand of $630.76. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Marjorie Sohl, Secretary 


HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


ATTENDANCE - Tuesday, November 28, 1967 


NAME 


Warren Reeder 
Christine Zaher 
Arthur Karnes 
John F. Wilhelm 
Ethel Wilhelm 
Margaret Moore 
Elsie Marx 

Emma Hausknecht 
Charlotte Kasten 
Grace Parker 

Ann Stevesand 
Dollie K. Bower 
Mary R. Peters 
Norman Allen 
Margaret Allen 
Rose Engleton 
Ann Lauer 

R. T. Williams 
Leona Williams 
Kurt Marx 
Margaret Jansen 
Caroline Hohman 
Mrs. Roscoe E. Woods 
Hope E. McKinney 
HE. B. Hayward 
Walter Bell 
Lester Ottenheimber 
Marjorie Sohl 


ADDRESS 


30 Glendale Park, Hammond 


6812 


Parrish Avenue, Hammond 


817 River Drive, Hammond 


6346 
6346 


Hohman Avenue, Hammond 
Hohman Avenue, Hammond 


257 Doty Street, Hammond 


4725 


Henry Avenue, Hammond 


835 Morris Street, Hammond 
231 Adelaide Plate, Munster 


7523 


Olcott Avenue, Hammond 


918 Summer Blivd., Hammond 
517 - 165th Street, Hammond 


8119 
7307 
7307 
8119 
5945 
5945 
5945 
4725 
7237 


Mesdowlane, Munster 
Baring Parkway, Hammond 
Baring Parkway, Hammond 
Meadowlane, Munster 
Hyslop Plece, Hammond 
Hyslop Place, Hammond 
Hyslop Place, Hammond 
Henry Avenue, Hammond 
Jefferson Avenue, Hammond 


54 Ruth Street, Hammond 


7531 
7531 
6708 


Maplewood Avenue, Hammond 
Maplewood Avenue, Hammond 
Madison Avenue, Hammond 


{ 
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MINUTES OF THE HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 


Monday, February 5, 1968 


The meeting of the Hammond Historical Society, Inc. was called 
to order by the president, Walter Bell, at 7:30 pem. on Monday, Feb- 
ruary 5, 1968, in the Calumet Room of the Hammond Public Library, 

564 State Street, Hammond. Mr. Bell welcomed those present and again 
urged them to invite new friends to attend. He presented to the 
society a memento which he had received many years ago upon his visit 
to the Navy shipyards in Boston-~a piece of the hull of the original 
U.S.S. Constitution, familiarily known as "Old Ironsides." 


The minutes of the November 28, 1967 meeting were read and accept- 
ed. An attendance sheet was passed indicating 20 persons present. 


The speaker for the evening was Charles Bomberger, a descendant 
of the pioneer family of early Hammond lawyers. For source material 
for his comments on early Hammond lawyers, he used family scrapbooks 
from 1894 to 1922, old city directories from 1900 to date, and the 
vast untapped source of local history in the court house, the original 
court order books. He concluded that the lawyers have a lot to do with 
the history of any new community. People are ready to fight for the 
implementing of their plans and made use of the oratorical abilities 
of the lawyers to do so. Lawyers were busy settling many personal 
fights which stemmed from the many saloons of the day. He noted that 
the number of saloons increased faster than the number of lawyers: 
in 1900 there were 31 lawyers and 73 saloons; in 1906 there were 
30 lawyers and 112 saloons; end by 1912 there were 50 lawyers and 

pages of saloons listed. A study of the early cases indicated that 
the breweries were having a hard time collecting their bills. 


The Indiana constitution in 1816 provided for a fragile court 
system. Lawyers migrated to an area with the population. The first 
lawyer came to Crown Point in 1839. An early lawyer serving the county 
was David Turner, the father of A. Murray Turner in the 1840's; another i 
in the 1860's was Hyram Gillette, father of John Gillette who served 
on the Indiana Supreme Court and returned to Hammond after 1910. His 
son Gerald Gillette followed as a Hammond city attorney for many years. 
MacDonald was the first lawyer in Crown Point and in 1883 he came to 
Hammond as city attorney. Elihu Griffin was an early Crown Point 
attorney whose son Charles studied law in his father's office and be- 
came Secretary of State at the age of 28 serving for two terms in the 
first State House. Charles Griffin returned to Hammond in 1891 as the 
first partner of Joseph Ibach. In 1900 Charles Griffin brought to 
Hammond from Valpo University, L. L. Bomberger, the speaker's father. 
In 1902 the Hammond Court House was dedicated and Charles Griffin died, 
leaving his practice to L. L. Bomberger, who carried it on until his 
death in 1958, succeeded by hisson, Charles, and now Charlie's son has 
joined the firm. 


Karly lawyers had to do much traveling and most of it by train. 
Railroad fares listed in an early city directory were 10¢ to East 
Chicago, 32¢ to Crown Point, 48¢ to Lowell and $1.04 to Rensselaer. 
Today we can not even get a train to these places. 


SS 
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Other early Hammond lewyers listed in the city directories in- 
cluded Willard VanHorn, Sr., Lawrence Becker, J.K. Stinson, Legrant T. 
Myers, Willis MeMann, D.J. Moran, Dave Boone, Lester Ottenheimer, 
Roscoe Hemstock, George Scheerer, and Glen Peters. Family ties have 
been strong in law in this city. It is referred to as a family bar. 
Some of the family names from which have sprung two or three genera- 
tions of lawyers include the Griffins, Gillettes, Tinkhams, Gavits, 
Conroys, Crumpackers, Grangers, Belshaws, Galvins, Petries, Wilsons, 
Tweedles, Morthlands, end the Bombergers, now in the 5th generation. 


Many area lawyers attended the now defunct Lincoln-Jefferson 
Law School in Hammond which started in 1908. Only since 1932 have 
lawyers been required to be graduates from an accredited law school. 
Mr. Bomberger's family scrapbooks revealed two things to him: first, 
that lawyers played a prominent part in community life and second, 
that people formerly had more time to waste in court, delivering el- 
oquent speeches and arguing personel injury cases. Today with 10,000 
law suits filed a year, this luxury has been elimineted. 


Mr. Bomberger closed his comments with the story that his father 
served as the first city attorney in Gary under Mayer Tom Knotts. In 
1906 he was asked to draw up an ordnance laying out Broadway. He made 
it 60 feet wide and Tom Knotts asked him to revise it to 100 feet wide. 
This foresight is the reason Gary has such a wide main street today. 


The meeting adjourned about 9:15 p.m. to examine some of Mr. 
Bombergers family scrapbooks. 


Respectfully submitted, 


lhe 03 Sohl, Secretary 
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ATTENDANCE - Monday, February 5, 1968 


NAME 


Mr. & Mrs. H. H. 
Gail Kowalski 
Alfred Stocker 
Kurt Marx 

Elsie Marx 

Ann Stevesand 
Charlotte Kasten 
W. A. Reeder 
Christine Zeher 
Nina Cravens 
Mary R. Peters 
Ann Lauer 

Leona Williams 
R. T. Williams 
Walter P. Gooley 
Walter Bell 
Charles Bomberger 
HE. B. Hayward 
Marjorie Sohl 


ADDRESS 


8229 Parkview Avenue, Munster 
6407 Rhode Island, Hammond 
1224 - 177th Street, Hammond 
4725 Henry Avenue, Hammond 
4925 Henry Avenue, Hammond 
918 Summer Blvd, Hammond 

231 Adelaide Place, Munster 
30 Glendale Park, Hammond, 
6812 Parrish Avenue, Hammond 
423 Florence Street, Hammond 
8119 Meadowlane, Munster, Indiana 
5945 Hyslop Place, Hammond 
5945 Hyslop Place, Hammond 
5945 Hyslop Place, Hammond 
7845 Delmar Avenue, Hammond 
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MINUTES OF THE HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
Tuesday, March 26, 1968 


The meeting of the Hammond Historical Society, Inc. was called 
to order by the President, Walter Bell, at 7:30 Pem. On Tuesday, 
March 26, 1968 in the Calumet Room of the Hammond Public Library, 
564 State Street, Hammond. He welcomed all who were present and 
asked them to spread the word about the society to anyone interested. 
He expressed our sadness at the sudden death of member Lester Ottenheimer 
and our desire to obtain for the society his scrapbook shown at the 
recent meeting whem Mr. Ottenheimer spoke. He announced the death of 
Nick Austgen, who lived away from Hammond but was an old timer from 
here. Mr. Bell also announced that Warren Reeder, Walter Pickart from 
Gary and he had appeared on a recent TV program talking about things 
historic. 


Minutes of the Feb. 5, 1968, meeting were read and accepted. 
An attendance sheet was passed indicating 19 persons present. 


The next meeting was announced as the annual dinner meeting to 
be held on Tuesday, May 14, at St. John's Lutheran Church, 614-141st 
Street, Hammond. 


: Referring to his early days as a boy scout and sea scout leader, 
when they studied anchors and chains, Mr. Bell introduced the speaker 
for the evening, Mr. David Winthrop Taylor of the Taylor Chsin Company. 

The history of the company dates back to its founding June 1, 1873 as 

Taylor and Wachs on West Grand Avenue in Chicago. In 1883, David 
Taylor's great grandfather bought out Wachs and it became the Chicago 
Chain Works. Jan. 1, 1891 with his grandfather in the business, it 
became Samuel Taylor and Son. In 1901 his great grandfather died and 
in 1904 itwwas reorganized to 8. G. Taylor Chain Company which it 
remained until 1958 when it became S.G. Taylor Chain Company, Inc. 


David Taylor pointed out that chain making dated back to the days 
before Christ and the method of making fire welded chain in their com- 
pany did not change much until 1904 when they bought out the U.S. Chain 
Company in Maxwell, Indiana which made steel chain. These two plants 
in Chicago and Maxwell operated independently for seven years and then 
combined in 1911 and located at their present site at 1l41lst and State 
Line. The defense orders they received from the U. S. Navy during 
World War I brought expanded facilities. They were cited at the end 
of the war for providing the best chain used in the fleet. These 
accomplishments were repeated in World War II when they were the first 
local firm to receive the Army-Navy E award. Their number of employees 
increased from 40 in the early 20's to their peak of 350 in 1944. 


Until after Warld War I they made only fire welded chain for 
steam shovels, agricultural implements and naval chain. In 1921 
David's father, Edward Winthrop Taylor, graduated from Cornell as an 
electrical engineer, spent some time in France and Germany with a 
competitor, and learned of the electric welding process developed in 
Europe. In 1936 his grandfather retired and his father took over the 
business and developed the first flash welders and used steel alloys 
for the first time. The old wrought iron chain would stretch out but 
the alloy chain was much stronger. The steel link anchor chain 
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developed during World War II when they worked around the clock made 
Taylor's name in the chain field and led to their EB award. 

David Taylor is the fourth generation in the business. His 
grandfather died in December, 1966 at the age of 94. His father, 
who is Chairman of the Board, is wintering in California, and David, 
elected President of the company in June, 1967, is only the fourth 
head the company has had since 1873. 


The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
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HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
ATTENDANCE - Tuesday, March 26, 1968 
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Caroline Hohman 
Florence Cleveland 
Jean Wilson 
Katherine Williams 
Mae G. Kessing 

Ann Stevesand 
Charlotte Kasten 
John F. Wilhelm 
Warren Reeder 
Mildred Welty 
Clarence Welty 
Mary R. Peters 
Mrs. B. Farkas 

Mr. & Mrs. R. T. Williams 
Edward B. Hayward 
Walter Bell 
Marjorie Sohl 
David W. Taylor 


ADDRESS 


54 Ruth Street, Hemmond 

640 - 165th Street, Hammond 
8229 Park View Avenue, Munster 
1111 Lyons Street, Hammond 
620 - 169th Street, Hammond 
918 Summer Blvd, Hammond 

231 Adelaide Place, Munster 
6346 Hohman Avenue, Hammond 
30 Glendale Park, Hammond 
3818 Torrence Avenue, Hammond 
3818 Torrence Avenue, Hammond 
8119 Meadowlane, Munster 

5945 Hyslop Place, Hammond 
5945 Hyslop Place, Hammond 
6708 Madison Avenue, Hammond 
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LETS GETMIOVING 


THE HAMIOND HISTORICAL SOCISTY 


May 3, 1968 
Dear Members & Friends:- 


This is notice to you that our 8th amual meeting will be held on May 
14, 1968, at 6:30 P.il. New officers and directors will be elected on this date. 


Following our usual custom, our host church is St. John Lutheran Church 
up on Hammond's north side at 614-l41st streét. The Rev. Henry Nickels is the 
pastor and will present thei history,which will be following the luncheon. 


We do not have to go too far for our speaker this year: one of those 
who sat in on our organizational meeting back in 1960, a former resident of 
Hammond but now long an insurance broker in Gary. 


This is Walter Pickart and his subject will bes “FOOTSTEPS IN THE 
CORRIDORS BEHIND US", Walter is one of the most enthusiastic local historians 
it has ever been our pleasure to meet and we eagerly anticipate his presenta~ 
tion, which will deal with the origins of Lake County. Walter promises to 
bring some of the old documents pertaining to Lake county, pictures, etc. We 
promise you a highly interesting evening! 


$2.75 per plate is the cost. Reservations, of course, are necessary. 
Will you use the enclosed attached coupon? You may call WE 2-0400 or WE 1-5100 
(Marjorie Sohl) if you have any questions. We do hope that you will be able to 
let us know about reservations no later than Saturday, lay llth. Call after 
that date to see how things stand. 


(cut along this line and mail) 
Miss Majorie Sohl, Secretary, Hammond Historical Society 
c/o Hammond Public Library, 566 State St., Hammond, Indiana 


T enclose $ for reservations at $2.75 each for the 8th 


Annual Meeting of the Society on May 14th, 1968, at 6:30 p.m. at St. John 


Lutheran Church, 614-141st Street, Hammond. 
NAME: 


A.75 © CARR SPEIRS, DIVISION OF PRENTICE HALL, WATERFORD, CONN. 


Wednesday, February 14, 1968 
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Warren Reeder, a Hammond his- 
torian, will display his many collectors 
items at the Highland Library this 
month. Among his historic manuscripts 
is the will of John Brown and a letter 
from Wild Bill Hickok to his wife. 


John Brown Will, Bible 


Among Historic Articles _ 


€ 


“By JOANNE: NEATH 
HIGHLAND—History buffs and 


"THE ; “handwriting analysts will be especially 
interested in the historical exhibit at the 
Highland library this month. 


Warren Reeder, noted local histo- 
rian. from Hammond has loaned 26 
items from his collection to the library. 

Reeder deals with people and their 
pasts. His interest in collecting histori- 
cal documents and manuscripts began 
with his father’s small, amateur collec- 
tion and has developed over the last 15 
years to a point where he now finds 
himself becoming “‘selective.” 


Among his treasures on display are 
the last will and testament of John 
Brown, dated Dec. 2, 1859; the personal 
bibles of John Brown and Stonewall 
Jackson; a letter from Wild Bill Hickok 
fo his wife, and a note signed by Thom- 
as Howard, better known as Jesse 
James. 


JOHN BROWN’S bible contains no 
written memorandums but has. straight 
lined, pencil marks indicating passages 
dealing with “social justice.” The bible 
was published in 1835 and bought by 
John Brown in 1839. 

Reeder is an accomplished collector, 
that is, he knows the background of the 
many people represented in his collec- 
tion and often the circumstances under 
which a particular document or manu- 
script was written. 

He said Stonewall Jackson's bible 
was-ased as the basis for a Sunday 


Va. Most of the hand written notes. of 
the engineer-general pertain to technical « 
points such as the distance between one 
biblical city and another. Reeder added 
that the Sunday school class later be- 
came a church for Negroes. 


WILD BILL Hickok’s lettter to his 
wife, written from “South Wood, Black 
Hills, Dakota, July 17” may cause some 
consternation among young western fans 
who hold fast to legends and the thought 
that a true cowboy’s greatest love is 
his horse. 
Wild Bill begins his letter, “My own 
darling wife’ .. he recounts the days 
activities of a prospector and tells her 


~ “my friend will take this to Cheyenne, 


if he'lives . .” in those days in fac 
not a facetious remark. He goes 0 
“.,. hever mind, Pet, we will have 
home yet... .” a phrase used betwee! 
separated lovers long before James Bu 
ler Hickok became a legend. 


MORE CURRENT items include a 
typewritten, July 4, 1907 item signed by 
John D Rockefeller and inquiring as to 
“the rate of interest received from bal- 
ances in the City Bank for the last. half 
of last year . . .;” a 1959 letter signed 
by A. A. Stagg and a 1961 letter to 
Reeder from Lyndon B. Johnson indica 
ing that he was not related to previous 
Johnsons who were vice presidents; 
Richard M. Johnson, vice president un- 
der Martin Van Buren or Andrew John- 
son, vice president during Lincoln’s ad- 
ministration and later president. 


Reeder’s advice to would be collec- 
or is “starting by writing to prominent 
people now.” He recommended buying 
rom qualified dealers because he said, 
if you find what you have bought is not 
genuine the dealer will take it back. He 
related a personal experience of having 
ought something from a New York 
dealer who later wrote and informed 
him the documents were stolen. 


Reeder returned the documents and 
received a refund, which probably 
wouldn’t have happened if he had bought 
from an unreliable source. 


BUYING FROM private parties or 
relatives of the prominent and famous 
isn’t always a good idea, he said. “T hey 
often have exalted ideas of their (the 
documents) worth.” 


“Forgeries are something else you 
have to watch out for.” Reeder contin- 
ued. “there is no penalty for forging a— 
dead man’s signature, as long as you 
don’t say it is his signature.” 

Some forgers buy old books for the 
blank pages. On this authentic, aged pa- 
per, they write their forgeries with a 
special brand and color of readily avai 
able ink that closely resembles that of a 
hundred years ago, and then they sell 
their wares. 

Reeder said that about 25 years 
ago, a forger named Cosey became so 
adept at his trade that it became fash- 
jonable to have at least one “‘Cosey” in 
one’s collection. 


THE WORTH of a document de- 
pends on the prominence of the person 
writing it and the content. Reeder says 
he picked up some Civil War era items 
years ago before they became so popu- 
lar and high priced. It is not unusual to 
pay $750 and up for a Lincoln letter. 

Reeder says sometimes he receives 
as many as 50 catalogs or brochures a 
month dealing with the availability of 
manuscripts. One of his sources is the 
Society of Manuscript Dealers, of which 
he is ar associate member. 

He is treasurer of the Hammond 
Historical Society and belongs to a Chi- 
cago group of Civil War buffs. 

He will appear on the Lake County 
Public Library television program on 
UHF channel 50 March 5 at 7:30 p.m. 
Appearing with him will be Walter Bell, 
president of the Hammond Historical 
Society and John Wilhelm, also a mem- 
ber of that group. 

Their topic will be “History of the 
Calumet Region.” 
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THE TIMES 


Friday, May 10, 1968 


WALTER PICKART 
. historian 


H istorian 
To Appear — 


" HAMMOND — Walter Pick-| 
art of Gary, a Lake county 
itorian, will address the oa 
‘annual dinner- “meeting Tue: 
of the Hammond Historical So- 


ciety. 

The 6:30 p.m. event will be 
lin the fellowship hall of St. 
John Lutheran Church, 614 
14st St. 

Pickart will speak on “Foot- 
steps In The Corridors Behind) 

5? 

A history of St. John Chureh 
will be reviewed by the Rev. 
Henry Nickels, pastor. 

Walter Bell, president of the: 
‘society, said the dinner pro- 
gram is public. Treasurer War- 


wren , 260 ae a 
reservations ch | 


a it 


goat said At the Mayor’s 
Dis THE TIMES 


= Monday, May 6, 1968 
Historical Unit 
To Hear Talk 


| HAMMOND — The Hammond 
Historical Society will hold its 
eighth annual meeting at 6:30 
/P-m. on May 14 in the St. John 
\Lutheran Church, 614 141st St. 


| Walter Pickart, of Gary, will 
be the guest speaker. 


Pickart, a former Hammond 
|fesident, will speak on “Foot- 
steps in the Corridors Behind 
Us.” He will present old docu-| 


ments 


County. 


| 
and pictures of Lake, 
| 
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MINUTES OF THE NINTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
TUESDAY, MAY 14, 1968 


The ninth annual meeting of the Hammond Historical Society, Inc. 
was held as a dinner meeting at the St. John's Lutheran Church, 614 - 
141ist Street, Hammond, on Tuesdey, May 14, 1968. A turkey dinner was 
prepared and served by the women of the church at 6:30 p.m. Thirty- 
nine members attended. 


After a welcome by the president, Walter Bell, and the invocation 
by Rev. Henry Nickels, pastor of St. John's Imthern Church, dinner was 
served. In order for Rev. Nickels to get to another meeting, he 
presented the history of the church before the business meeting. 


The Lutheran church dates back to the first Protestant church 
over 400 years old. The St. John's congregation was organized as the 
German Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hammond with 16 charter members, 
May 26, 1889. Some of these first members were from the St. Paul's 
congregation which had been established in the early 1880's. A frame 
building 34'x40' costing $680, erected on Towle Avenue, between Gostlin 
Street and the South Shore Railroad, was dedicated in Nov. 1889 and 
served the congregation until 1953. The first pastor was Rev. William 
A. Brauer who also established the school which grew from 6 to 100 
‘pupils in the first year. The school was retained until 1963 when 
an arrangement was made to bus the pupils to St. Paul's school. The 
church is 79 years old and hss been served by only three pastors. 
Rev. Breuer was pastor for 52 years, followed by Pastor Littlemeyer 
and he was followed by Pastor Nickels in 1947. In 1948 the site for 
the new church was purchased. A new school was planned but abandoned 
because of the problem of support of a parish school by a scattered 
membership and an increasingly mobile congregation. In the past 20 
years, Rev. Nickels has transferred more than 600 persons. The new 
church was designed by Cosby Bernard and dedicated in 1953. It in- 
cludes a freestanding Italian marble altar and a silver crucifix 
designed by Mobry of London. 


The minutes of the May 9, 1967 annual meeting were read and accepted. 
Warren Reeder presented the treasurerer's report showing a current 
pelanceof $622.53 and announced that dues forthe next year are payable 
now. In his annual report Mr. Reeder commented on the community's grow- 
ing realization that it has an historical society and it is being called 
upon more and more by community groups. Amateur historians are still 
carrying the bulk of the historical work but we are soon going to have 
to think in terms of establishing someone to do this. 


Mr. Hdward Hayward, chairman of the nominating committee presented 
the following slate of officers for the coming year: 
President: Mrs. Florence Cleveland 
lst Vice President: Mrs. Norman Allen 
2nd Vice President: Mrs. FP. Q. Rowe 
Secretary: Miss Marjorie Sohl 
Treasurer: Warren Reeder 
Directors, Term expiring in May, 1972: 
Mr. Ray G. Williams 
Mrs. Lida Owen 
Mrs. Harry Wilson 


Mrs. Margaret Moore 
Mrs. Mary Peters 
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No nominations were presented from the floor so a motion declared 
the slate elected by acclaimation. 


Mr. Bell read the attached president's report summarizing the 
year's activities. 


Mr. Bell introduced the speaker for the evening, Mr. Walter 
Pickart, past president of the Gary Historical Society, a Lake County 
historian, a member of the Lake County Civil War Round Table, a steel 
worker, and insurance man for over 50 years who spoke on the subject, 
"FOOTSTEPS IN THE CORRIDORS BEHIND US.* In his inimatable conversation- 
al style, he presented a history of the Lake County area from the time 
the Indians came in 1650 until it was formerly organized as a county 
in 1837. The Pottawatomie Indians from northeastern Michigan were 
driven south and west to the Wabash River. They always sided with the 
French and British but were never inclined to our nation. They were 
quite war-like and did not settle down until after the massacre of 
Fort Dearborn. 


Mr. Pickart deseribed this area as really beautiful country of 
clear lakes, water fowl in abundance, and clouds of passenger pidgeons 
overhead. Two treaties were important in the evacuation of the Indians 
in this area: one in 1826 ceded a 10 mile strip of land to the U. 8S. 
and one in 1832 included all the rest of the Indian lands in this area. 
By 1838, there were no Indians left here. 


The first permanent settler in the county was Solon Robinson in 
Crown Point which he called Lake Court House. George Earl, another 
early settler established Liverpool. There was competition between 
the two in the location of the county seat, but it was finally estab- 
lished in the center of the county at Crown Point. The county was 
established in 1837. George Earl moved up stream to Hobart where he 
built a mill in 1845 end started Lake Station which is now East Gary. 
Bartlett Woods settled in the area of 57th and Cleveland in 1857. His 
son, Sam Woods lived to be 100 years old and recorded much early history 
in a very informal way. Bartlett Woods helped organize the Republican 
Party in the county and was a delegate to the convention that nominated 
Lincoln. John Woods came here and built the first mill. He was an 
aggressive hussler, established Woodville, now Deep River, and he tried 
to keep liquor out of the area. He operated an Inn called Hoosier's 
Nest at 15th Avenue in Gary from 1838-1860. Mr. Pickart had a grist 
and saw mill sign given to him by the grandson of George Earl as well 
as documents appointing George Earl as Justice of the Peace of Lake 
County. 


Mr. Reeder announced that a program was being planned to commem- 
orate the 50th anniversary of the circus train wreck in Hammond on 
June 22, 1968. Announcements concerning the program and a printed hisrory 
of the wreck will be mailed out soon. The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m. 
for informal discussion and examination of Mr. Pickarts documents. 
Respectfully submitted, 
ve ff ; 
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Marjorie Sohl, Secretary 
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NAME 


Mr. & Mrs. Walter Pickart 


Walter A. Bell 


Henry C. Nickel, Pastor 


Warren Reeder 
Fhorence Cleveland 
Alice L. Brooks 
Clara Louise Myers 
Florence Allman 
Dollie Bower 
Edward B. Hayward 
Ruth K. Hayward 
George H. Nelson 
Norman Allen 
Margaret Allen 
Esta Witham 

Ann Lauer 

Beona Williams 

Re T. Williams 
Lida M. Owen 
Edith L. Burhans 
Mary J. Ruch 
Caroline Hohman 
Bert R. Kerner 
Ruth Rhind 

Hazel M. Petrie 
Russell A. Petrie 
Marge Miller 

Mary R. Peters 
Lucille A. Rueth 
Margaret Gunderson 
Eleanor Sulcer 
Joyce A. Sovinski 
Emma Hausknecht 
Elsie Marx 

Ann Stevesand 
Charlotte Kasten 
Grace Parker 
Marjorie Sohl 


ADDRESS 


1630 W. 5th Avenue, Gary 

237 Highland Street, Hammond 
606 - 141st Street, Hammond 
30 Glendale Park, Hammond 
640 - 165th Street, Hammond 
8148 Meadow Lene, Munster 
5945 Hyslop, Hammond 

239 - 169th Street, Hammond 
517 - 165th Street, Hammond 
6708 Madison Avenue, Hammond 
6708 Madison Avenue, Hammond 
3431 - 41st Street, Highland 
7307 Baring Parkway, Hammond 
7307 Bering Parkway, Hammond 
7904 Northcote Avenue, Hammond 


5945 Hyslop Place, 
5945 Hyslop Place, 
594% Hyslop Place, 


Hammond 
Hammond 
Hemmond 


440 Highland Street, Hammond 
5937 Park Place, Hammond 

516 Waltham Street, Hammond 

54 Ruth Street, Hammond 

6920 White Oak Avenue, Hammond 
7126 Forest Avenue, Hammond 
7124 Forest Avenue, Hammond 
7124 Forest Avenue, Hammond 
8428 Moraine Avenue, Munster 
8119 Meadow Lane, Munster 

7226 Knickerbocker Parkway, Hammond 
6609 Jefferson Avenue, Hammond 
3425 Garfield Street, Highland 
6331 Madison Avenue, Hammond 


835 Morris Street, 
4725 Henry Avenue, 
918 Summer Street, 
221 Adelaide Plee, 


Hammond 
Hammond 
Hammond 
Munster 


7523 Olcott Avenue, Hammond 
5615 Sohl Avenue, Hammond 
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HAMMOND 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


FINANCIAL REPORT 4/30/67 to 4/30/68 


BALANCE ON HAND 4/30/67 ....ccccesecccccecece $ 625.41 


MEFICERS 
Mrs. Mary R. Peters INCOME: 
PRESIDENT 
Mrs. Harry H. Wilson Dues cet eeeeeeeeees $ 355.00 
{st Vice Pres. Aeteangg ¥sa sr eORe ee 
Dinner Tickets .... 153.90 
sid Anchaonisiaiiad Bus Tour sssseceees 92.00 
foe peeeanes® Return on Fair .... 39.97 
Henry 0. Reissig 
3RD VICE PRES. Total: $ 678.87 
Miss Marjorie Soh] 
SECRETARY eens 
Warren A. Reeder EXPENSES : 
HE ASURER POSHAES senaneasaeswiannie $ 55.63 
Stationery Supplies ... 89.91 
Banquet awase des estanurns 116.28 
REN SSrnne Bus ToWR cass acaaisieins 93.78 
Miss Georgia Barnett Telephone seeeonreecnce 12.25 ' 
Entertainment ....seee 100.00 
Walter A. Bell D ti Boorse ide 25.00 
Mrs. Fred W. Carter seo BI ORES sae . 
es Js . 
Henty Gs Fen herd Foot Locker .s.ee. 10.19 
Mrs. Marie M. Hanlon F 
; Projector .esccess 29.95 
Mrs. Bertha Kleihege ‘ Z 
; Batteries .ssscees 3426 
E. Clarence Minas on ae 
‘ Hist. Soc. Directory .. 3.00 
Edward C. Minas III pod ‘i 
. Amer. Assn. (Dues) .... 5.00 
Mrs. Lida M. Owen 135 : A 
ss High School Annuals ... 5.00 
Miss Mildred Peehl s 
Mrs. Anna i. Par Photostats ssccsccccece 30.50 
eS ANN Sabs EN Award Booklets ceeceess 61.50 
Joseph Piekarezyk TAR ; 
Delbert i, Purke ICC Train Report seeoc5e 9.00 
Fincrsk : e Corporate Return ..cee. 1.00 
Mrs. P ey R Cleveland Guide ..secce «50 
ie —— Wood's Books s.seseeees 30.00 i 
: : ile $ Le 
Miss Frances Taylor Tota i 75 
=~ Ruth B. Whitman screech snieaen deer Gate 
he ry H. Wilson BALANCE ON HAND 4/30/68 ..+seesseseeeeeeeees 


Mrs. Roscoe E. Woods 


HA:MIOND HISTORICAL SOCTZTY 
8th ANNUAL insTING 
May 14, 1968, 6:30 P.iu. 
ak 


St. John Lutheran Church 
Hammond - Indiana 
WiLCOne...eckee Mr, walter Bell, President 
THVOCATION. ...+. The Rev. Henry Nickels, Pastor 


DINNER........4. Served by the ladies of the 
|  ehureh 


BUSINGSS Uis2zTING Al:D sLECTION OF OFFICERS 
luinutes of Hay 9, 1967 
Hiss Marjorie sohl, secretary 


Treasurer’s Annual fF eport 
iir. Warren A. Reeder, Jr., Treasurer 


Report of the Nominating Committee 
PRESIDENT’S AKNUAL RUCORT - tir. Walter Bell, Pres. 
ARBOUNCEMENTS 


HISTORY OF Thu ST. JOWN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Rev. Henry Nickels, Pastor 


SPEAKER = “FOOTSTE?S IN Til CORRIDORS DutIND US" 
i tir. Walter Pickart, Gary, Indiana 
President, Pickart Insurance agent 


t 


ADJOURNGENT 


President 
ist Vice President 


2nd Vice President 


Secretary 


Treasurer 


Norman Allen 

Henry Reissig 
Josephine Rove 
Charlotte Kasten 
Ann steyesand 

Kurt ilarx 

iiss Georgia Barnett 
Walter A. Bell 

dirs. Fred Carter 
Henry C, Fehlberg 


£HE-{ 


OFFICERS 1967 - 1968 
iy. Walter Zc1] 
tir. Joseph Pickarezyk 
Mrs. Norman Alisn 
ifiss Marjorie Sohl 
tir. Warren A. Reeder, Jr. 
DIRGCTCRS 
E. Clarence ilinas 
Edward C. itinas LII 
iiiss sildred Peehl 
Joseph Piekarezyk 
Delbert R. Purkey 
Elmer Rose 
Miss Frances Taylor 
Mrs. Ruth B. Whitman 


Harry H. Wilson 
irs. Roscoe E. Woods 


wee 


WORTH QUOTING ....... 

“HE WHO HAS NO FLELINGS OF VENER& 
ATION FOR HIS PREDECESSORS SHOULD 
EXPECT NONS FROM THOSE WHO FOLLOW 
uw." 


8th Annual Meeting 
TH. HAMMOND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
featuring 
WALTER PICKART, Gary, Indiana 
“FOOTSTEPS IN THE CORRIDORS BEHIND US" 


TUESDAY, MAY 14, 1968 -- 6230 P.M. 


St. John lutheran Church 
614-141ist Street 
Hammond <= Indiana 


$2.75 No. 
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Orchard Drive School in Hammond 


HAMMOND—History isn’t an 
easy subject, but the “Little 
Hoosier Historians” of Orchard 
Drive Elementary School find 
it far from tedious. 

The group of fourth, fifth, 
jand sixth graders, which is 
sponsored as a junior branch of 
the Indiana State Historical So- 
ciety, are active participants in 
‘the history of Indiana and the 
Hammond area. 

Their latest activity was the 
purchase of two Indiana flags 
for their school. The flags were 
presented to the Orchard Drive 
school in ceremonies Wednes- 
day. 
| BOTH FLAGS were 
chased through the efforts of 
|the children ina popcorn sale 
(late in October. One flag is 


(flown outside below the Ameri- 


‘can flag; the other is a_stand- 


ard forthe library. es 
/ Teachers Rosalind Bailey and} 


Joann Shari ey sponsor the Or- 
jchard “Drive Chapter of the 
‘Little Histotians.” The chap- 


pur- | 


received a new Indiana flag through the 
efforts of its branch of the ‘Little Hoo- 
sier Historians.’ Raising the new flag 
are several members of the junior so- 
ciety, which helped earn money for its 


| ers 
“Tittle Historians” 


Study Area History | 


eae Tad a a 


ter is the 24th in the state to 
|be granted a charter. 


The formation of the junior 
historical society was to further 
pupils’ interest in history and 
increase their appreciation for 
their Hoosier and American 
heritages. 


| All members may participate 
in. statewide activities, which 
include a writing contest on 
\true stories of local history, an 
‘annual conyention and exhibit 
day in Marion County and a 
‘summer History Camp at Tip- 
|pecanoe River State Park. 


“THE 70-MEMBER. 
Historians” chapter was organ- 
ized at Orchard Drive last Oc- 
tober. : 

Activities through the year 
‘showed great variety: the chil- 
dren learned pioneer methods 
of soap-making and dyeing in 
November and concluded the 
year with a field trip to Sand- 
ridge Nature Center. 

At Sandridge the youngsters 
toured an authentic replica of 
pioneer village and saw pioneer 
exhibits, 


“Little! 


_18~ Section1A x 


| Tragedy struck the circus 
world June 22, 1918; when the 
Hagenbeck-Wallace circus 
train, heading toward Ham- 
|mond, Ind., to perform under 
‘the big top, was demolished in 
2 wreck near Gary. 

| This Saturday, 50 years later, 
\the only reminders of the crash 
‘whieh killed 85 persons and 
wounded 170 others, are granite 
eléphants in Woodlawn ceme- 
tery, Forest Park, marking the 
site of the graves of 56 of the 
victims. 

Rammed by: Troop Train 

The accident occurred in the 
small Ivanhoe train station, 
four miles west of Gary, when 
an empty troop train of 21 
Pullman coaches plowed thru 
the four circus cars and a 
caboose. 

Railroad authorities blamed 
Alonzo K. Sargent,, the engineer 
on the Michigan Central troop 
train, who said he had not seen 
the signals. 

The one million dollar circus 
had given two performances in 
Michigan City, Ind., the night 


i 
i 
\ 
| 


before, and had left late for 
Hammond. About 4 a. m., June 
22, the locomotive of the troop 
train trashed into the circus 
cars, shearing them thru the 
middle, ; 

Fire Battled 4 Hours 

Residents of nearby farms 
rushed to the scene and aided 
firemen who fought a blaze for 
four hours which was started 
by the antiquated oil lamp sys- 
tem of lighting in the circus 
coaches. 

Bodies were burned beyond 
recognition, The Gary fire de- 
partment was hampered by the 
lack of any water supply and 
jused water from stagnant pools 
to fight the fire, Cowpunchers 
from the wild west show acted 
as nurses and trapeze. per- 
formers leaped into the ruined 
jears to save those caught in 
the wreckage. By afternoon, all 
hospitals in Gary and Ham- 
mond had injured from the 
circus. 


Executive’s Account 


Henry Miller, an. assistant 
‘light manager on the circus 


CHICAGO TRIBUNE, THURSDAY, JUNE 20, 1968 


train, gave THe Triune this 
report after the crash: 


“I woke to the sound of| 


splintering wood. Then there 
was another crash, and another, 
and another. I was pounded 
into the corner of the berth and 
my scalp was split open. Then 
the train buckled on itself. It 
parted in the center as clean as 
tho it had been sliced with a 
giant knife. 

“T got up when I got my 
breath, but fire was all over the 
wreck. The trains were piled up 
on top of each other. I hung 
around and did what I could. 
There were screams from men 
and women,” 


Workmen Are Victims 


Most of those killed were 
workmen. The dead also in- 
eluded some of the most. noted 
show people of the world, 
among them Eddie Devoe, a 
clown. 

Despite the crash, the circus 
missed ‘only two dates—one in 
Hammond and another in Mon- 
roe, Wis. 


The circus animals and most / 


June 22, 1918: Day 85 in Circus Died 


of the equipment had been) 


jtaken to Hammond on another! 


train, before the wreck. 

One circus fan, Charles S, 
Kitto, of Beloit, Wis., remem- 
bers when the circus! trains ar- 
tived in that city for their first) 
show after the wreck. 

“The people of Beloit were 
astounded at the great courage 
of the circus and its employes,”’ 
Kitto said, “in their ability to 
resume the circus tour within 
three days after the horrible 
disaster. It made a great im- 
pression on me—I was 13 years 
old at the time.” 


ons ORR SESSLER A EERE 


The N ight 
A Circus 
Sobbed 


By SHERRY FYTE 


HAMMOND — About 25 persons 
carrying a white flower cross gathered 
silently under a warm, Saturday sun. 
They stood at the spot where half a 
century ago, 68 circus performers lost 
their lives. 

“We are gathered here today in me- 
mory and honor of many who died in 
the now infamous wreck of June 22, 
1918, of the Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus 
‘Train and the empty troop train nim- 
ber 8485.” The Rev. James Wiggins of 
Christian Fellowship Church of Ham- 
mond said. 

None of the stillliving survivors of 
that 4 a.m. train disaster was able to 


Related Picture, 13-A 


attend the ceremony in the wild, over- 
grown Ivanhoe Tower area north of 
65th Street at the Elgin, Joliet and 
Eastern tracks. 


SEVERAL of the men who had - 


worked to rescue the living and carry 
away the dead from the carnage of mu- 
tilated and burned bodies were there. 
The survivors of the wreck — 
caused hy the engineer of a troop train, 
too sleepy from repeated runs to notice 


the flares and signals of the disabled ° 


circus train — were willingly or unwill- 
ingly there in spirit. 
An hour earlier at the nearby res- 


(Continued on Back Page This Section) 
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Rites Recall 68 Deaths 2 


In Circus Train Crash 


(Continued from Page One) 


taurant, Warren Reeder of the Ham- 
mond . Historical Society had played 
tapes and read letters from the survi- 
yors. 

Ae circus strongman, Joseph Di- 
ereckx of South Bend, was pulled from 
the crushed coach where he lay by flag- 
man Oscar Timms of Niles, Mich. 


FOR 30 hours he lay unconscious 
and awoke to find a student nurse, the 
girl who later would become his wife, 
tending him. She was Marie Jones, 
Knute Rockne, sister-inlaw of the late 
Notre Dame Football Coach. ; 

Diereckx’ brother Arthur, who 
worked in the strongman act, died. 

Mrs. Ethyl Howeli of Hammond, a 
special nurse at St. Margaret Hospital, 
tried to hold Arthur down as he fought 
his way out of anesthetic. 

She called for the doctors to help 
her. He died in their arms. 

Oscar Timm remembered a woman 
with a slightly foreign accent who ran 
to him saying she heard moans from a 
burning coach car. 


THE DOOR wss locked, but the 
woman handed him a ring of keys. The 
first key he tried fit. 

Inside the car Timm managed to 
pull down a partition and rescue a man. 
A boy, knelt praying in his bedclothes 
farther back. 


Timm returned for the boy, but he. 


was gone. . = E 
“We got him,’ someone, shouled 
through the window. 


For 50 years, Timm said, he has 
been wondering whether the shout was 
correct or whether he should have 
searched again. 

The wreck has left bitterness for 
another man, a clown named Joseph 
Coyle, who used to make the pig tent 
ring with laughter. 

Coyle, of Chicago, had talked circus 
owner Ed Ballard into allowing his wife 
and two small boys to travel with him. — 


HIS FAMILY boarded in Michigan 
Gity and the following morning they lay 
dead amid the smoke and wreckage. 

Clarence Huber, Hammond morti- 
cian, remembered the morning he fran- 
tically pedaled his bicycle to the scene 
atter reporting for work as a messenger 
boy at the Gibson Yards. 

He remembers his first glimpse of 
the wreckage — the huge locomotive 
telescoped into the wooden cars with an 
impact so great the coal. shifted info the 
cab. J 
Errett Martin, a fireman on a tre 
just in from Danville, was pressed into 
service with a crew on a rescue loco- 
motive. : = 

THE CREW made. many trips be> 
tween the wreckage and the Hammond 
depot on Willow Court, hauling survi- 
vors moaning in pain and bodies 
wrapped in blankets. 

There are many graves in Wood- 
jawn Showman’s Cemetery in Chicago. 
Only six of the dead, who were burned 
and torn in the early morning nighi- 
mare, could be identified. 


Charles Strauss of Gary, (left,) tower 


operator at Ivanhoe 50 years ago when 
63 circus performers died in a tragic 
train wreck, stands in remembrance with 
the Rey. James Wiggins, Christian Fel- 
lowship Church, and Mrs. Florence 
Cleveland, Hammond Historical Society. 


THE HAHMOND HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 
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MEMORIAL SERVICES 


EK 


ON THE OCCASION OF THE 


50th ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE 
HAGENBECK-WALLACE CIRCUS 
TRAIN WRECK 


JUNE 22nd 
1918 


IVANHOE, INDIANA 


" *Tis then, if Fate is kind, it sends 
Across our path those cheering friends 
Whose happy natures are designed 
To help us leave our cares behijid. 


--lim. Herschell - 
The Smile-Bringer 


Mrs. Florenee Cleveland Harjorie Sohl 


President Secretary 


June 22nd, 


1968 
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LUNCHECH 
Phil Smidt's Restaurant 
1205 Calumet ve. 
Hammond 
Indiana 


12350 Pui. 


se 
Warren Reeder, °residing 


INVOCATION: Rev. Jim Wiggins, associate Pastor, Christian Fellowship, 
Hammond, Indiana 


LULCHEON 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS AND INTERVIE..S 

COmUNICATIONS, TACE ASCORDINGS AND All CUNCEWUNTS 

SUiuARY 

RECESS TO SITH OF URECh: IVanHOM TOMER, i:,C. RR, EJ. & HE. RR. 
wEORIAL SeRVICLS: Rev, Jim Wiggins 

EXanINaTION AND REVIEW OF SITE 


ADJOURN ENT 


I /8/s (ATVIS OL LON ) 
jy dtas worsstwwod 7oY FWwWoed FLVssYALNT FPS 


“aA v 4t b 
X 
AD 
' art fe 
« ~ mz 
“ be mh 
Rie d 
war nh 
ya U- 
meh 
9 eed 
Bons or a een = 
\ —| um - ? . = oWli effi 
> AY “yy 2 d es YA Pe oN as 
a ol BOM ee Ory = a 
‘ “ ge als "OJ 
z OL 
- ia ‘al al ‘iy gr > a, —_ 
a ae 
e) ste v 
Bthl (Ze INN WHR CONTI GNT 
ST yas: Ge Pena TP: ran Far re 
AWW MOF YI nL SRIAID 
JIWITWII-WDITDNIEVH AG AVS 


‘oh 18 
AD . 


C146S 


Gebec ay 968 


Pia Al aiat de ths 

Tn , 

TNA LUE) 
Z | 

Ch ged, 


THE CHICAGO STORY Eight colorful dioramas de- 
picting Chicago's development from 1795 to 1893 . . . Fort 
Dearborn blockhouse exhibit, with personal effects of Mas- 
sacte victims . . . Carriage Room with typical vehicles of 
Chicago’s horse-and-buggy days . . . Chicago Gallery featur- 
ing the history of the city from the days of the Portage to 
the present . .. Costumes worn by men and women in typical 
settings. 


LINCOLNIANA ‘Twenty dioramas of important events 
in the life of the Civil War President . . . Lincoln Hall, with 
its priceless mementos of Lincoln's life... The table on 
which the Proclamation of Emancipation was signed . . . The 
piano used in the White House . . . Famous portraits from 
life. . . Original Lincoln letters . . . Furniture from Lincoln’s 
home in Springfield . . . Replica of the bedroom in which 
Lincoln died, with the original bed and other furniture. 


THE CIVIL WAR Story of the Civil War in pictures, 
maps, and manuscripts . .. Union and Confederate uniforms 
and battle flags . . . Muskets and other weapons carried by 
the men of both armies. 


PERIOD ROOMS Living conditions of the past made 
real by period rooms . . . Typical dwelling from the years 
when Illinois was under the rule of France . . . Living room 
of a New Jersey farm house . . . Colonial gentleman’s library 
... Eighteenth century dining room... Parlor of the Victorian 
period . . . Old dentist's office, apothecary shop . . . Pioneer 
log cabin .. . Early nineteenth century farm house. 

Other permanent exhibits illustrate successive stages in 
the history of the expanding American Republic . . . Current 
exhibits explore many facets of American history and culture. 


LIBRARY Outstanding collection of books, manuscripts, 
and maps relating to the story of Chicago, Illinois, the Mid- 
west, Civil War, Sports . . . Open to High School students 
and adults. 


Catad 


EDUCATIONAL SERVICES AND TOURS The Edu- 
cation Department works closely with public, private, and 
parochial schools, and with recreational groups. Special pro- 
grams for school children are presented on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays during the school year, and “Summer Fun” pro- 
grams are offered during the vacation period. Guided tours 
and gallery talks (by appointment), are offered throughout 
the year. For information about guided tours telephone 
MI 2-4600. A free booklet “Key to Education Department 


Services” is mailed upon request. 


FOUNDING AND AIMS On April 24, 1856, twelve 
leading citizens of Chicago organized the Chicago Historical 
Society to encourage historical inquiry, spread historical in- 
formation, establish a library and “cabinet of antiquities,” 
and to “collect and preserve in particular such historical 
materials as shall serve to illustrate the settlement and growth 
of the City of Chicago.” For more than a century the society's 
dedicated trustees and members have worked diligently to 
fulfill these aims; their efforts have been eminently suc- 
cessful. Today the Chicago Historical Society, a non-profit, 
educational corporation, is one of the oldest and largest 
privately-endowed historical societies in the United States. 
It is noted for its research library of books, manuscripts, 
pamphlets, newspapers, and maps pertaining to the history 
of the Old Northwest, Chicago and the State of Illinois; 
and for its history museum which contains important Abra- 
ham Lincoln furniture and memorabilia. 

The Society has a comprehensive collection of prints cov- 
ering every phase of American Life, and of historical photo- 
graphs depicting Chicago’s development from the late nine- 
teenth century to the present. The Society also publishes a 
quarterly, CHICAGO HISTORY, and sponsors educational 
programs for children. 


